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Foreigners Erect Friendly Holiday Banner 
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Student group sends defiant ‘lao wai’ pride message to city 
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By Sun Ming/ Su Wei 

“Foreigners wish Beijingers a happy new year” 
declares the red banner atop a CCTV transmission 
tower in Beijing Yuetan Park. 

This 8-meter-long, 9-meter-wide message in white 
characters was posted to the city on Sunday by a 
group of 32 foreigners, mainly students, from 11 
countries including the USA, Germany, Poland, Can- 
ada, Italy and New Zealand. 

Banner designer and organizer of the activity 
Gido Rosier said the group wants to extend its bless- 
ings to the Chinese for the upcoming traditional holi- 
day. 

“I hope to call on more people to devote them- 
selves to cultural communication among different 
nations,” said Rosier, a German student of Capital 
University of Economics and Business. 

“We [foreigners] are cultural ambassadors,” he 
said. 

The Chinese characters (“old outsider”, per- 

haps most literally) are written on a bridge in the 
banner. 

Rosier delights in being a “lao wai”, a label some- 
times said to be demeaning to foreigners. 

“Eighty percent of foreigners don’t think ‘lao wai’ 
is a good phrase because many Chinese would not 
say this word in front of them. They think that word 
does not show respect to them. 


New Zealand 


Pakistan 


“People should neutralize this word,” he said. 

“In addition, in terms of Chinese civilization or 
Chinese people’s habits, I think foreigners should see 
China through the eyes of the Chinese instead of 
their own eyes.” 

Rosier said that was why he had adopted the title 


in the banner. “I hope more foreigners in Beijing will 
grow to accept it.” The two ends of the bridge stand 
for western and eastern culture, he explained. 

Sunday’s activity is the first of several planned 
to strengthen communication and culture exchange 
between foreigners and Chinese organized by Rosier 


The banner in Yuetan Park 


Photo by Guo Tieliu 


Belgium 


Denmark 


Chile 


Canada 


Bulgaria 


Cuba 


Spring Festival, the Chinese people’s most important celebration, will be here in four days. Ambassadors and chief representa- 
tives of 32 countries extend warm greetings to our readers through Beijing Today. For their messages, see page 12. 


and his friends. Last year, they initiated “Foreigners 
Support Beijing’s Bid” and collected 12,008 signa- 
tures from more than 100 countries. 

The group has also sent 10,000 New Year cards to 
ordinary Beijingers. The cards, also designed by Ro- 
sier, have the same content as the banner, except that 
an extra line of Chinese characters appears above 
the bridge: “® (international friends). 

Rosier said he regrets they can’t send New Year 
cards to every Beijinger. 

He and his friends waded through Chinese tele- 
phone books choosing the places that they believe 
best represent ordinary people: universities, govern- 
ment departments, companies and hospitals. 

“We are grateful to the many Chinese friends that 
helped us write and send so many cards,” said Rosier. 
“Without their help, it would be impossible for us to 
do the big job.” 

Asked how much it all cost, Rosier refused to an- 
swer. “I don’t want you to write that,” he said. 

Rosier stressed all money involved was raised by 
themselves. “I don’t want people to think we are for 
money. We are non-political and non-corporate. 

“All we have done comes from the heart.” 

Beijing Today will not publish on February 15. 
The next issue will be on February 22. 
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City Launches Investor Data 
Release System 


By Xiao Rong 

Investors in Beijing have gained 
access to more open and detailed 
information through a system of 
public release of economic data ever 
since February 5. 

The system, which was spon- 
sored by the Development & Plan- 
ning Committee of Bejing, was the 
first kind of the effort. 

As one of the significant mea- 
sures to guide and promote social 


investments, the system aims to 
provide investment-oriented sug- 
gestions and macro policies for 
investors by publicly announcing 
current economic data. The final 
decision as to whether to take the 
risk of investing, however, is up to 
the investors themselves. 

Detailed data in five areas of 
Beijing was referred to at the meet- 
ing, including the real estate indus- 
try, golf course construction, the 


First Applicant 
for Three-Year Visa 


By Ivy Zhang 

Xu Mao has become the first 
high-tech and senior manage- 
ment personnel in the Zhong- 
guancun Science and Technology 
Park benefiting from the new 
visa policy as effective from Feb- 
ruary 1. 

Expiates can apply for a one to 
three year visa at the Division of 
Exit-Entry Administration of the 
Beijing Municipal Public Secu- 
rity Bureau, according to the new 
policy. While in the past, only a 
six-month to one-year visa was 
issued. 

Xu Mao, an American Chi- 
nese, is president of Beijing QQ 
Technology Co., Ltd., which is a 
new US-based company special- 
izing in router chips and regis- 
tered at Zhongguancun Science 
and Technology Park late last 
year. 

“IDG is the major investor of 
our company and some of our 
board members are from IDG. 
IDG has been in China for more 
than ten years and always faces 
the visa problems, having to get 
expariate visas renewed every 
half a year,” said Zhang Ruixue, 
the office manager of QQ com- 
pany. 

“We learnt about the new 
policy from the web and news- 
paper and called Zhongguancun 
for details,” Zhang said, “Since 
we are the first case, the specific 
process wasn’t crystal clear to us 
at first.” 

The Management Commis- 
sion of Zhongguancun Science 
and Technology Park is responsi- 
ble for documents review. Zhang 
says she failed to present the 
appointment letter certifying the 
identity of Xu Mao, which drags 
things out a bit in the begin- 


ning. 

After submitting the complete 
set of credentials on January 
27 and getting them reviewed, 
Zhang got the approval to apply 
for a three-year-visa on February 
1. She would apply for an emer- 
gency process as the current visa 
of Xu Mao, her boss, expires on 
February 6. 

“It usually takes four working 
days to get a visa done at our 
division. For emergency applica- 
tion, the length of the process 
would be set case by case,” said 
Pang Jiang, director of Division of 
Exit-Entry Administration of the 
Beijing Municipal Public Secu- 
rity Bureau. 

Check list: 

Documents to present to The 
Management Commission of 
Zhongguancun Science and Tech- 
nology Park: 

• New-Tech Enterprises Cer- 
tificate issued by Beijing Science 
and Technology Commission 

• Appointment letter issued by 
corporation or labor contract 

Papers to present to Division of 
Exit-Entry Administration of the 
Beijing Municipal Public Security 
Bureau: 

• Photocopy of business 
license 

• Photocopy of passport 

• Physical examination letter 

• Work permit 

• 2 photos 

• An approval paper from 
Management Commission of 
Zhongguancun Science and Tech- 
nology Park 

Contact numbers: 

• Beijing Exit-Entry Division 
of Beijing Public Security Bureau: 
8401 5295 

• Zhongguancun manage- 
ment commission: 6891 5719 


Beijing Reconfirms 
Aim to Host Best 
Ever Olympics 


The Beijing Organizing Com- 
mittee of the Olympic Games 
(BOCOG) made its first official 
appearance at the 1 13th session of 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) in Salt Lake City on 
Monday, reconfirming its commit- 
ment to delivering the most suc- 
cessful ever Games in 2008. 

“To host outstanding games, 
we will realize the three themes 
of Green Olympics, High-tech 
Olympics and People’s Olym- 
pics,” said Liu Qi, president of 
Beijing Organizing Committee, 
also Mayor of Beijing. 

Under the themes, Beijing will 
emphasize environmental pro- 
tection of the Games, apply the 
most sophisticated technologies 
to their organization, and put on 
an athlete-oriented games with a 
strong flavor of Chinese culture. 

While providing the best con- 
ditions for the Olympic family, 
Liu said that Beijing also 
attaches great importance to 
the post-games usage of Olym- 
pic facilities and financial pru- 
dence in venues construction and 
games operation. 

The Chinese Olympic Commit- 
tee (COC) has also expressed its 
wishes that they will closely work 


together with the Olympic family 
and build on experiences of the 
previous host cities to ensure a 
successful games in 2008. 

IOC president Jacques Rogge 
praised the Beijing organizers 
for the pace in preparing for the 
2008 Olympic Games. “We will 
be on your side, and we look for- 
ward to excellent cooperation,” 
he said. 

Hein Verbruggen, chairman of 
the IOC’s Coordination Commis- 
sion of the 2008 Olympic Games, 
who had just found out that 2002 
is the Year of Horse in the Chi- 
nese lunar calendar, said that 
since Beijing was chosen for the 
Games last July, its preparation 
for the Games has been going “at 
a galloping pace”. 

He said that the post-games 
utilization of the Olympic venues 
had been “very, very carefully 
considered” by the Beijing Orga- 
nizing Committee, and that envi- 
ronmental protection was still 
one of the focuses of the organiz- 
ing committee. 

“That leaves no doubt that the 
commitment made during the bid 
will eventually leave a very posi- 
tive environmental legacy for the 
future,” he added. (Xinhua) 


plan and construction of car mar- 
kets, the development of Beijing 
Investment Platform and the 
inspection system of the city’s key 
construction projects. 

A bidding system for juridical 
persons will also soon be set up for 
all government-investment proj- 
ects, according to Shen Baochang, 
director of the Committee. 

“The construction of Olympic 
venues in Beijing are among the 


first experimental ones to adopt the 
bidding system, which can guaran- 
tee the competitiveness of govern- 
ment projects from step one,” said 
Mr. Shen. 

International investors who are 
interested in the projects can feel free 
to participate in the bid, announced 
Mr. Shen, and the bidding data will 
be released to the public through 
the release system in time. 

“The release system can act as a 


new means of regulating the invest- 
ment market by the government,” 
said Mr. Shen, “Since an online invest- 
ment platform of economic data has 
been established , investment data 
will be issued to guide future invest- 
ment and prevent risks.” 

Shen also said that the estab- 
lishment of Beijing’s economic data 
release system would contribute 
to the transparency of the govern- 
ment policy-making. 



The Embassy of the People's Republic of China to Afghanistan resumed its functioning on 
Wednesday after being closed for nine years. Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Wang Yi said the 
resumption opens a new page in the relations between the two countries. Afghan Foreign Minister 
Abdulah expressed his gratitude to the Chinese government for the political support and finan- 
cial assistance in his address at the ceremony. (Xinhua) 


Universities Adopt Foreign 
Teaching Materials 


By Shan Jinliang 

Students who are not major- 
ing in physics from Tsinghua 
University, Beijing University 
and some 30 other Chinese col- 
leges and universities will from 
next semester study original- 
version physics textbooks from 
the U.S. California Institute of 
Technology. 

“Our press has published 
two kinds of physics textbooks,” 
said Zhang Wending, deputy 
editor-in-chief of Beijing Uni- 
versity Press, “we are planning 
to publish almost 100 kinds of 
foreign textbooks in the next 
years.” 

“With a more practical 
approach, the textbooks will offer 
students a western way of think- 
ing, rather than the traditional 
Chinese angle,” said Qu Ding, 
editor of the physics books. 

These textbooks will be intro- 
duced on a trial basis after a 
speech made by Lu Fuyuan, 
deputy minister of the Ministry 
of Education in a teaching reform 
symposium last December when 
out-of-date computer and other 
major teaching materials aroused 
wide concern. A number of the 


current college teaching materi- 
als contain out-dated knowledge, 
a big gap with teaching materials 
of the overseas famous universi- 
ties in management, nanometer 
technology, genetics, information 
and some other fields, experts 
say. 

In this regard, the Ministry 
of Education required the use 
of bilingual teaching in higher 
learning institutions, particu- 
larly in information, biology, new 
material technology, finance, law 
and other WTO-related majors. 
The ministry says 5 to 10% of a 
bilingual curriculum will be pop- 
ularized in college teaching in 
three years. 

Out of the 1,440 courses of 
Tsinghua University, over 50 
are taught in original English 
teaching materials, and 500 core 
courses will adopt this kind 
of textbook. Beijing University 
has adopted foreign teaching 
materials among 20% of all its 
courses. 

50 courses in Tsinghua Uni- 
versity are taught from fresh- 
men right up to postgraduate 
students, and the pure bilingual 
teaching is a great challenge for 


most fresh college students. Over 
130 students from Departments 
of Electronic Engineering, Elec- 
tronic Engineering and Applied 
Electronic Technology, Computer 
Science and Technology and 
Department of Automation 
attended the compulsory phys- 
ics courses in 2000, but only 102 
stayed after two weeks. However, 
in the following year 156 stu- 
dents applied for the course. After 
tying their brains in knots, stu- 
dents began to love the courses. 

“The introduction of foreign 
teaching materials mostly chal- 
lenges the teachers rather than 
the students,” said Qian Xiajun, 
director of MBA training office 
under the School of Economics 
and Management of Tsinghua 
University. “To keep their posts, 
teachers and professors have to 
force themselves to improve their 
English, and many even study at 
the New Oriental School in the 
holiday.” 

On the mass introduction of 
foreign teaching materials, some 
experts expressed their worries 
that Chinese education theory 
and teaching materials need to 
be greatly improved. 


First Collegiate 
Bench on Foreign 
Cases Set up 

By Xiao Rong 

The first collegiate bench 
dealing with foreign cases has 
been set up by Beijing No.2 
Intermediate People’s Court to 
meet the rapid growth of for- 
eign civil and business cases 
after China’s WTO entry. 

The newly established bench 
will mainly handle foreign cases 
relating to loan contracts, 
international transportation 
contracts, international goods 
trading, disputes over letters of 
credit and international cooper- 
ation, according to Yang Xiaoy- 
ong, director of the bench. 

“A new delivery system has 
been adopted to improve the 
efficiency of the service of judi- 
cial documents for foreign liti- 
gants,” said Yang, ‘We have also 
standardized the judicial docu- 
ments of foreign civil cases.” 

The staff of the bench is also 
learning relevant laws and reg- 
ulations to guarantee the ful- 
fillment of the three basic WTO 
principles of “market entry 
approval, transparency and cit- 
izen privilege,” according to 
Yang. 

Construction 
Officials of 
Chinese Embassy 
Dispatched 

By Huo Xia 

The first batch of Chinese 
embassy officials in charge of 
construction will be dispatched 
in the first half of this year, 
declared The Ministry of Con- 
struction and the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation. 

After China’s WTO entry, 
construction markets around 
the world will be open to our 
country. In the WTO member 
states and districts, tariff bar- 
riers will be reduced. All of 
these will help decrease the cost 
of international contacted proj- 
ects to our enterprises, acquire 
more opportunities to win bids 
of foreign projects, and bring 
along the export of more mate- 
rials, facilities, machinery and 
power-generating equipment. 

The first batch of Chinese 
Embassy construction officials 
will start work as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Capital Raises Price 
of Tap Water 

By Shan Jinliang 

Prices of tap water and 
sewage disposal in Beijing have 
increased from February 1 in a 
move widely regarded as a fur- 
ther step to save water. 

This is the second rise in 
water prices following the 
increase on November 1 last 
year. According to the Munic- 
ipal Bureau of Prices, this 
adjustment includes three 
items: 

A water resources fee will 
be collected for the first time. 
0.3 yuan every cubic meter will 
be collected from the surface 
water of the Tap Water Group 
and the ground water from the 
water factories. The fee stan- 
dard for agricultural use is 0.02 
yuan while it is 0.2 yuan for 
water use by township enter- 
prises. 

The tap water jumps in 
price. Water for household use 
has increased from 1.6 yuan to 
2.0 yuan per cubic meter; water 
for business use from 2.40 yuan 
to 2.90 yuan per ton. 

The sewage disposal fee has 
increased from 0.62 yuan to 
0.78 yuan per cubic meter on 
average. The price for house- 
hold sewage disposal will rise 
from 0.40 yuan to 0.50 yuan. 

Water is in short supply 
in Beijing, with each resident 
currently only able to access 
on average 300 cubic meters 
of water, less than a third of 
the universally acknowledged 
lowest standard of water con- 
sumption. In this regard, fol- 
lowing the suggestion by the 
State Council, the capital will 
gradually increase the price of 
water price to five yuan per 
cubic meter in around 2005, 
and build itself into a water- 
saving city. 
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Nokia China 
Exports Grow by 50% 

By Xu Ying 
Nokia an- 
nounced Mon- 
day that its 
China sales 
and exports 
have grown to 
new record 
Urpo levels during 

Karjalainen 2001. As the 

company’s second largest mar- 
ket in net sales terms since 
1999, China in 2001 accounted 
for more than 10% of Nokia’s 
total revenues. 

The company took major 
steps during 2001 to increase 
its presence in China through 
investments, which boosted ex- 
ports from China by around 
50% to a record level of EUR2.5 
billion. Contributing to this 
strong development was the in- 
auguration in December of a 
newly established manufactur- 
ing facility at the Xingwang In- 
dustrial Park in Beijing. Nokia 
has become the largest export- 
er in the industry. 

The Xingwang Park is ex- 
pected to develop into a leading 
telecommunications manufac- 
turing and export base bring- 
ing in investments of more 
than EUR1.4 billion in the com- 
ing months. After reaching full 
capacity, annual sales for the 
Park are expected to grow to 
over EUR7.14 billion, involving 
more than 30 international and 
local players and creating in ex- 
cess of 15,000 jobs. 

Speaking at the press con- 
ference, Urpo Karjalainen, 
President of Nokia China said, 
“During the 1990’s Nokia in- 
vested heavily in China, mak- 
ing it an integral part of 
the company’s global manu- 
facturing and product develop- 
ment chain. Total investments 
in China to date amount to 
EUR2.3 billion and we will 
continue investing in China, 
to achieve the clear leadership 
position on all fronts of mobile 
communications .” 

Karjalainen said that 
Nokia’s growth can be seen 
from a rise in the world hand- 
set market share from 32% to 
37%. “In China we are close to 
being the No.l best-seller.” 



Ping-Pong Stars to 
Promote Porsche 

By Jiang Zhong 

Liu Guoliang and Kong Lin- 
ghui, two of the world’s top 
Ping-Pong players, were select- 
ed to promote top-class sports 
car Porsche this Monday. 

Liu and Kong said that 
Porsche was one of the best 
sports cars in the world, and 
that each speed enthusiast 
should have the right to enjoy 
the pleasure of driving 
Porsche. 

China has been regarded 
as Porsche’s most important 
market in its long-term strat- 
egy in Asia. Dr. Wendlin Wie- 
deking, Board Chairman at 
Porsche AG, Stuttgart, visited 
Beijing on January 27 in or- 
der to show Porsche’s confi- 
dence in the Chinese market. 
He said that great changes 
had taken place in a short pe- 
riod and that Porsche’s sales 
had also seen a dramatic in- 
crease since its entry into the 
China mainland in February 
2001, which showed that Chi- 
na was one of the most impor- 
tant potential markets in the 
world. China’s official WTO 
entry would undoubtedly fur- 
ther Porsche’s presence in the 
Chinese market. 

Porsche set up its first dem- 
onstration hall in Beijing with 
the aid of Jebsen & Co. Ltd. 
It will set up two more dem- 
onstration halls in Guangzhou 
and Shanghai in the near fu- 
ture. 



Liu Guoliang and Kong Lin- 
ghui, who will promote Porsche 
products in the Chinese main- 
land Photo by Jan Siefke 


LISTINGS 

Stock Exchanges Scramble 



By Yang Xiao 

Donald Cruickshank, chairman 
of the London Stock Exchange 
(LSE), appeared in Beijing to pro- 
mote business in China. This time 
Cruickshank took his high level 
managers with him. It seems that 
they must meet the goal - take 
Chinese companies to list on LSE. 

Harry Huang, Chief Represen- 
tative of Nasdaq, once the lord to 
all list-loving dotcomers, is sitting 
in a small office in Shanghai en- 
joying his leisure time as a result 
of the Net Depression. He is confi- 
dent that Nasdaq is still holding 
the advantage. 

LSE once beaten by Nasdaq 

Two years ago in May, when 
Beijing was holding its annual 
International Hi-Tech Industries 
Week, the organizer of the event 
invited both Jane Zhu, Head of 
Asia Pacific International Busi- 
ness Development of LSE, and 
Harry Huang to make presenta- 
tions. 

People favored Nasdaq at that 
time because China.com, one of 
China’s Internet companies, made 
a successful IPO there in 1999. For 
Chinese dotcomers Nasdaq means 
the Holy Land. Although Zhu tried 
hard to attract Chinese compa- 
nies to list in LSE by reminding 
them that LSE had set up a sec- 
ond board to compete with Nas- 
daq, Huang seized the advantage 
from the very beginning. 

As a result, Huang took three 
main Chinese portals SIN A, Ne- 
tEase and SOHU to list on Nasdaq 
one by one several months later. 
However, Zhu got nothing. 

Plain days for exchanges 

When the Internet revolution 
failed or ceased, both Nasdaq and 
LSE experienced long term de- 
pression. In the year 2001, few 


Chinese companies listed on the 
Nasdaq. LSE also managed to get 
SinoPec in 2000. 

Huang still works in a small 
Shanghai office with one secre- 
tary contrary to the rumors that 
he was senior VP in the Nasdaq 
headquarters. Meanwhile Zhu ap- 
peared this time with the same 
name card - no promotion at all. 

But the controversy continues. 
Zhu cited Charles Zhang’s SOHU 
as an example, “You can watch the 
record of SOHU at Nasdaq. SOHU 
together with NetEase dropped or 
once dropped below one dollar that 


means junk shares. We should say 
the result is not all due to the In- 
ternet Depression. Chinese compa- 
nies’ securities circulate as a form 
of American Depositary Receipt 
(ADR). The price for trading is 
higher than directly trading. Our 
exchange accepts ADRs, shares 
and corporate bonds. It is cheaper 
and more convenient.” 

Huang has his own ideas, “Ev- 
erybody knows NetEase chose 
ADRs, but SOHU uses shares 
while trading. The cost for trading 
and listing fees are lower than 
the LSE. We have the statistics. 


SOHU as well as NetEase’s trad- 
ing by value are all higher than 
the 14 Chinese companies listed in 
New York. We take NYSE as our 
main competitor. The LSE is the 
second according to our statistics 
sequenced by the daily trading by 
value. We trade $2 billion per day, 
and then NYSE, LSE and Paris.” 
On the other hand, Donald 
Cruickshank points to another 
chart. LSE was the biggest ex- 
change that traded a value of 2.43 
billion Euros per day, followed by 
NYSE, and then Nasdaq. Cruick- 
shank claims that the Enron Scan- 


dal could not break out on LSE 
because of the well-established su- 
pervisory and regulatory system. 
The listed company needs to re- 
veal corporate information to the 
shareholders and the watchdog ev- 
ery four days. 

Huang says that companies 
listed in Nasdaq can reveal cor- 
porate information every day. ‘We 
have no scandals too. The listed 
companies must announce its fis- 
cal report every quarter. The sys- 
tem can prevent scandals.” 

For the year 2002 

Cruickshank’s China visit 
does not just promote LSE. He 
also made a presentation to in- 
troduce the U.K. experience from 
the 1980’s on the shift from state- 
owned enterprises to private- 
owned companies last Friday at 
a senior symposium. More im- 
portantly, Cruickshank met Wu 
Jichuan, the Minister of Informa- 
tion Industry to discuss the pos- 
sibility of China Telecom listing 
on LSE according to Reuters. Zhu 
predicted optimistically, “You can 
pay attention to us in future. We 
are certain this is a good season 
for us.” 

Huang keeps to his conserva- 
tive ways. “Frankly we suffered 
from the economic depression in 
the US in 2001. Thus it follows 
that Nasdaq should recover follow- 
ing the recovery of the American 
economy.” 

Although LSE and Nasdaq have 
thus far been prevented from es- 
tablishing an office in the Chinese 
mainland due to Chinese policy 
and the difficulty Chinese citizens 
face in trading overseas stocks, the 
two major world exchanges have 
nonetheless continuously promot- 
ed their markets to Chinese com- 
panies. 


AUTO 

Car Sales Fails to Ignite Sales Surge 

A rise in sales in the Beijing auto market was proved to be a temporary phenomenon by the depressing statistic of last week 



After China's entry to WTO, Benz's prices fell by nearly one million 
yuan at the dawn of this year 


By Jiang Zhong 

Sales of Yayuncun Auto Mar- 
ket last week (January 28 - Feb- 
ruary 3) amounted to only 1,281 
units, 139 more than that of the 
week before. While at the begin- 
ning of January when the price 
war began, sales increased by 
nearly double. 

Qie Xiaogang, director of the 
Information Department of the 
auto market, said that the cli- 
ents had become cautious with 
their money again. The confus- 
ing market was confusing them. 
The hot price war launched by 
the auto manufacturers seemed 
to imply the possibility of further 
falls in car prices. Furthermore, 
new foreign brands’ invasion into 
the Chinese auto market and the 
price fall in joint venture prod- 
ucts seemed to indicate serious 
competition previously unseen in 
the market. Once competition 
breaks out, as is widely expect- 


ed, any price war will do no good 
in improving the pressing situ- 
ation of Chinese auto manufac- 
turers, but is set to made it even 
worse. 

Disappointing sales also show 
that the price fall had not boost- 
ed auto sales as expected by the 
manufacturers and the dealers. 
Even sales figures from January, 
when the price war was well un- 
der way, differed little from those 
of December. 

Qie said that price fall across 
the auto market had compro- 
mised the clients’ confidence for 
consumption. Uncertain trends 
in the auto market forced more 
and more clients to hesitate in 
making purchase decisions. The 
hesitation of the clients, in turn, 
worsened the situation of the 
manufacturers and dealers. Each 
party involved in the Wait- and- 
See game was anxious to see the 
result that might be self-benefi- 


cial. 

Where will the price fall end? 
Jia Xinguang, senior researcher 
at the China Auto Industry De- 
velopment Research Institution, 
pointed out that the price fall was 
a must for the Chinese auto indus- 
try. Competition between high- 
quality, reasonably priced foreign 
cars and domestic manufacturers 
would surely result in the failure 
of the latter to keep up. 

When the auto market in Chi- 
na reaches maturity, price wars 
will no longer make sense, Jia 
continued. Drops in price would 
never be used by foreign compet- 
itors as an opportunity for con- 
quering the big auto market in 
China, because the production 
cost of foreign manufacturers is 
restricted to a reasonable range, 
which is the decisive factor for 
product pricing. Future competi- 
tion would be largely focused on 
many other factors including af- 


ter-sales service, the innovation 
of technologies and the decrease 
in production costs. Domestic 
manufacturers should concen- 
trate their resources on these 
factors. 


Photo by Chen Shuyi 

Jia also said that the heavy 
tax levied on auto consumption 
in China was another important 
cause of the current situation. 
It is time for the government to 
take action now. 


INTERNET 

SOHU and SINA Update Fiscal Report 


By Yang Xiao 

Although the quarrels be- 
tween SINA and SOHU about 
plagiarism are still going on, 
SOHU.com and its competitor 
announced their fiscal reports on 
Wednesday afternoon and yes- 
terday morning in Beijing. 

SOHU’s 4thQ (ended Decem- 
ber 31, 2001) got another record 
with revenues of $4.1 million, up 
15% quarter-to-quarter and 88% 
year-on-year. While SINA’s rev- 
enues were $6.8 million at the 
2ndQ (fiscally ended December 
31, 2001), up 12% from the previ- 
ous quarter. 

SINA revealed its Pro forma 
net loss was $2.3 million repre- 
senting a 22% decline from $2.9 
million for the previous quarter 
and a 54% decline from $4.9 mil- 
lion for the same period of the 
previous year. On the other hand 
SOHU’s pro forma net loss nar- 
rowed to $2.5 million, a 47% im- 
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provement year-on-year and 8% 
sequentially, ahead of company 
guidance. 

SOHU’s $2.5 million loss 
means $0.07 per share. Mean- 
while SINA’s pro forma net loss 


per share for the quarter was 
$0.05, as compared to $0.07 in 
the previous quarter and $0.12 
in the same period of the previ- 
ous year. 

Both SOHU and SINA have 
highlights during the fiscal quar- 
ter. 

Monetization of SOHU’s us- 
ers through e-subscription (short 
messaging and premium servic- 
es) and e-commerce fueled a 41% 
quarterly sequential increase in 
revenues from the prior quarter’s 
$1.1 million to $1.6 million. Non- 
advertising gross margins also 
expanded, reaching 30% in the 
4thQ compared to 28% in the 
previous quarter, Demonstrating 
SOHU’s solid business develop- 
ment. With 39% of total revenues 
generated outside of advertising 
in the 4thQ. 

In SINA part, during the quar- 
ter, SINA benefited from im- 
proved returns on its fee-based 



Daniel Mao 


services including paid e-mail, 
wireless short messaging servic- 
es, classified advertisements and 
enterprise technology services. 
Revenues from e-commerce and 
fee-based services have increased 


by 121% quarter over quarter 
and it has now reached 20% of 
the total revenues. 

As of December 31, 2001, the 
total balance of SINA’s cash, 
cash equivalents and short-term 
investments was $96 million, 
representing a decrease of $1.1 
million from the previous quar- 
ter. For the quarter, the Compa- 
ny nearly achieved an operating 
cash flow balance where operat- 
ing cash outflow fell from $4.5 
million in the previous quarter 
to only $0.1 million in the cur- 
rent quarter. 

As of December 31,2001, SO- 
HU’s cash and marketable debt 
securities balance was $46.2 mil- 
lion. 

Although the two portals have 
continually been losing money, 
SOHU CEO Charles Zhang and 
SINA CEO Daniel Mao are con- 
fident about making profits in 
2003. 
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Car Markets to Occupy Four 
Corners of Capital 


By Xiao Rong 

Four comprehensive car markets will 
replace the five original markets in Beijing, 
and are set to generate large profit margins. 

The program for the capital’s car mar- 
kets was one of the focal points of Tuesday’s 
press conference held by the Development 
Planning Committee of Beijing. 

An International Automobile Fair of 
China will be rebuilt on the basis of the 
Beijing Second-hand Automobile Fair located 


at Caihuying, south of Beijing city. With a 
planned area of 22.62 hectares, the new fair 
will mainly focus on the sales of second- 
hand automobiles as well as new cars. 

A new automobile fair will be con- 
structed near Qingnian Road in Chaoyang 
district in the eastern part of the city. 

In the northern part of the city, a com- 
prehensive car market covering a possible 
area of 20 hectares may be constructed. 
Located to the west of Jingchang Highway 


and north of the urban light railway, the 
fair will mainly deal with sales of new cars, 
as well as boasting showrooms and service 
facilities. 

Shijingshan district in the west of the 
city will have the Beijing International 
Automobile Trade Center. The construc- 
tion began in August 2000. 

Stricter regulations will be imposed on 
the current five car markets in Beijing 
to ensure they comply with standardized 


business practice. 

Automobile fair, comprehensive auto- 
mobile market and monopoly car centers 
are the three future trends of the automo- 
bile sales network in Beijing, according to 
the meeting. 

The annual transactions of new auto- 
mobiles in Beijing have reached a total 
of 130,000 in the past five years, while 
used cars amounted to 60,000, indicating a 
great market potential. 


Multi-nationals Favor 
Zhongguancun 

“New Zhongguancun” will appear in 
June this year 

By Shan Jinliang 

Foreign investment has dramatically increased 
in Zhongguancun Science Park, after multinationals 
such as Olympus and VIA Technologies (Hong Kong) 
set up bases there last year, said the Zhongguancun 
Administrative Committee recently. 

After the improvement of its service environment, 
the science park utilized foreign contractual capital 
of $600 million in 2001, 22.4% up from the previous 
year, and actual input of $350 million, up 52.1%. 

347 high-tech companies opened in Zhongguan- 
cun in 2001; a number of them have investment from 
famous world giants like MISSC Mitsubishi Semi- 
Conductor Company invested by Mitsubishi Elec- 
tronics, Siemens Dematic (China), Beijing Thomson 
Zhaowei Multimedia invested by French Thomson. 

535 new enterprises were established since the 
park set up its overseas Chinese students service 
system in June 2000. Apart from the Silicon Valley, 
Tokyo and Amsterdam liaison sites, the park is deter- 
mined to build up liaison sites in Canada and the 
American East Coast in the first half year. 

The park started a “one-stop” registration service 
from July last year, and eliminated 21 steps for busi- 
ness examination and approval, said Liu Zhihua, 
director of the committee. 

Under the support of the committee, Zhongguan- 
cun Sci-tech Guarantor Enterprise acted as a guar- 
antor for 140 companies during its first year of 
operation in 2001. To attract more investment into 
the park, the committee set up a 70-million-yuan 
“Start-up Introductory Fund” and signed contracts 
with 13 local and overseas venture capital bodies. 

To reach the goal of an annual economic growth 
rate of 20%, said Liu, the committee will try to solve 
major issues such as traffic congestion, administra- 
tive examination and approval reform. 

Air China Seeks Partners 
for Overseas IPO 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Air China is seeking strategic investors to cooperate 
for restructuring its assets, according to sources from 
the company. 

“We welcome investors to join us, either domestic or 
overseas, by any means of cooperation,” said Yao Weit- 
ing, accountant general of Air China in an interview this 
week. 

Reports say Air China has contacted its foreign 
counterparts like Lufthansa, Northwest Airlines, Sin- 
gapore Airlines and Hong Kong’s Cathy Airlines. Pos- 
sible underwriters include Merrill Lynch, Hong Kong & 
Shanghai Banking Holdings and UBS. 

Air China says it is aiming at higher efficiency before 
seeking public listing. 

Air China has been seeking initial public offering 
(IPO) on the Hong Kong stock market for several years. 
But annual operational deficits have prevented it from 
reaching that goal. 

An operational surplus of 36 million yuan in the 
second half of last year raised the hope of Air China’s 
IPO dreams again. The company ran a deficit of 650 mil- 
lion yuan and 600 million yuan in 2000 and 2001 respec- 
tively. 

According to an air transportation industry restruc- 
turing initiative, Air China will integrate with Chongq- 
ing based Southwest Airlines and China National 
Aviation Corp. (CNAC). 

Other two airlines groups include China Eastern Air- 
line Group consisted with Xi’an based China Northwest 
Airline and Kunming based Yunnan Airlines; and China 
Southern Airlines group consisted with Shenyang based 
China Northern Airlines and Urumuqi based Xinjiang 
Airlines. 

Latest reports say the initiative had gained approval 
from the central government on January 23. 



Air China wants to take off again this time 
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Huge business opportunities lie in the oil and gas exploration in Xinjiang and urban network construction 
along the pipeline , indicating Ma Fucai, chairman of PetroChina (left). Standing beside is Zhang Guobao 
( right), vice minister of the powerful State Development Planning Commission Photo by La Sitong 

Shell Consortium Wins Huge 
Gas Pipeline Contract 

China’s gas market looks poised to offer great potential 


By Zhao Hongyi 

PetroChina, one of China’s oil and gas giants, launched 
the construction of its largest ever project on Tuesday- 
the West-East Pipeline Project, and publicly acknowl- 
edged the agreement with Royal Dutch/Shell consortium 
for cooperation in the whole process. 

PetroChina’s West-East Pipeline Project was first ini- 
tiated in the 1990s and finally endorsed by the central 
government on Tuesday. Together with PetroChina, the 
Shell consortium also gained approval to participate in 
the project, including gas exploration, pipeline construc- 
tion, and gas retailing in the end-using cities along the 
line. 

The two sides reached an interim agreement for coop- 
eration by the end of last year, revealed Ma Fucai, 
chairman of PetroChina’s board of directors. Detailed 
agreements are required however before each project 
starts. 

The consortium led by Shell consists of Royal Dutch 
Shell, OAO Gazprom and OAO Stroytransgaz from 
Russia, and Hong Kong China Gas Co. Ltd. 

The preliminary agreement allows the Shell consor- 
tium to take a 45% share and PetroChina the remaining 
55% in the construction and operation of the 4,200-kilo- 
meter long gas line for 45 years. 

Of the total 150 billion yuan ($18 billion) investment, 


46 billion yuan will go on the pipeline construction, 26 bil- 
lion yuan on exploring gas fields and 70-80 billion yuan 
for end-users’ market development, including city gas 
distributing networks construction and improvement. 

However, it does not mean Exxon Mobile, a strong 
rival of Shell consortium in the bidding competition that 
lasted throughout 2000, will be phased out of the project 
competition and participation, stressed officials from Pet- 
roChina. 

“Exxon Mobile can join hands with Shell in the invest- 
ment,” said Huang Yan, vice chairman and president 
of PetroChina. “ That is an issue between them. But 
they have to adhere to the conditions stipulated in the 
interim agreement reached by Shell consortium and Pet- 
roChina.” 

Huge sub-contracted business opportunities lie in the oil 
and gas exploration in the upstream in Xinjiang, city net- 
works construction and improvement along the pipeline. 

Gas for the pipeline will come from Xinjiang’s Kuqa- 
Tabei area in the Tarim Basin, which has a verified gas 
reserve of 372.5 billion cubic meters and will supply 12 
billion cubic meters annually for 20 years, officials said. 

In addition, hundreds of billion cubic meters of gas 
reserves had been detected in the same area by the end 
of last year, increasing the total volume to 750.4 billion 
cubic meters, PetroChina officials said. 


Unique Business School Accepted 
by Authorities 


By Zhao Hongyi 

China Europe International Busi- 
ness School (CEIBS) claimed recently in 
Shanghai that their diplomas and cer- 
tificates had won the acknowledgment 
of China’s central government. But the 
Academic Degree Committee (ADC) of 
the State Council denied such acknowl- 
edgment, saying the school still has a 
long way to go in that direction. 

Located in Shanghai, CEIBS is a 
non-profit government-to-government 
joint venture established in 1994 under 
an agreement between China’s Min- 
istry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation (MOFTEC) and the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). The school receives 
financial support from the Municipal 
Government of Shanghai and the EU. 

It is the first of its kind on the 
Chinese mainland. In the last decade, 


CEIBS carried out MBA courses 
imported from Europe and designed 
specific courses with a Chinese back- 
ground. 

The school accepted managers and 
officials from state-owned enterprises 
and governmental bodies, thus con- 
tributing a great and also unique role 
in the country’s economic reform pro- 
cess. 

“We are quite independent in enroll- 
ment standards, courses selection and 
teaching staff recruitment,” said pro- 
fessor Zhang Guohua, vice president 
of the school. 

However, the ADC Office of the 
State Council, which is under the Min- 
istry of Education (MoE) in Beijing, 
emphasized in an phone-line interview 
that ADC had only legalized the exist- 
ing status of CEIBS, rather than its 


academic diplomas and certificates. 

CEIBS is reluctant to let its stu- 
dents to take part in the national 
annual exams and refused to arrange 
some traditional socialist economic 
courses in their programs, according 
to sources from ADC Office. 

“Currently, CEIBS issues their 
MBA diploma jointly with Shanghai 
Jiaotong University. We have never 
raised any challenge to that,” Ru Xiao- 
bing, division chief of the ADC Office 
told Beijing Today in a telephone inter- 
view. 

“To obtain the acceptance of their 
diplomas from ADC, candidate schools 
have to submit applications, go through 
a number of academic researches and 
studies, academic seminars and many 
administrative procedures, all of which 
take quite a long time.” 



Huaxia Bank to Introduce 
Overseas Capital for 
Public Listing 


By Zhao Hongyi 

China’s Huaxia Bank is 
aiming to attract overseas 
investment and talent to stimu- 
late its internationalized opera- 
tional standards for a possible 
initial public offering by the 
end of this year, according to 
sources from the year-end inter- 
nal workshop in the bank held 
earlier this week in Beijing. 

Established in 1992, Huaxia 
is one of China’s eight national 
collectively owned commercial 
banks. The bank has over 20 
investors, most of whom are 
state-owned enterprises like 
Shougang Group. Huaxia has 
been preparing for a public list- 
ing for the past few years. 

Reports say Huaxia has been 
in contact with a number of 
world-famous banks like Hong 
Kong based Shanghai & Hong 
Kong Banking Corporation 
(SHBC) and New York based 
Citibank. But Wu Jianming, 
president of the bank, declined 
to give any further details to 
the media, saying that his com- 
pany is trying to standardize 
business operations and evolve 
into an internationalized com- 
mercial bank in the next five 
years. 

“We’ll channel all our efforts 
in this direction. Before that, 
we’ll fully adapt to internation- 
alized accounting standards, re- 
position our business focus, and 
introduce operation and risk 
management mechanisms,” said 
Mr. Wu. 

“This year we’ll introduce for- 
eign investment to our bank, 
recruit high level management 
talents and technicians from 
abroad to our management 
team,” added Wu. 


Imported Liquid Gas 
Arrives on Beijing Market 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Liquid Gas from the U.S.A. 
and Japan will be available on 
the Beijing market as early as 
next week, sources from Beijing 
Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) 
Company told Beijing Today 
this week. 

China’s entry to WTO means 
liquid gas import tariffs will 
decrease from last year’s 6% 
to 3%, creating a space for 
imported liquid gas to stay. 

Beijing has been encourag- 
ing the use of liquid gas, espe- 
cially in automobiles, for years. 
Currently, 60 liquid gas stations 
are available alongside the hun- 
dreds of petroleum stations for 
automobiles. The price of liquid 
gas is generally cheaper than 
that of petroleum. But liquid 
gas has not received the wel- 
come it deserves. 


Experts calculated the aver- 
age monthly consumption 
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volume of liquid gas in Beijing 
should be higher than 20,000 
tons. But actual consumption 
ranges between 6,000-8,000 
tons, less than half of the ideal 
figure. 

“The problem lies in the 
quality,” said Mr. Yang Qing, 
an engineering professor and 
researcher from China Institute 
of Energy Conversion. 

“Domestically processed 
liquid gas contains more air 
bubbles and impurities com- 
pared to imported gas,” said 
Yang. 

“The monopoly of liquid gas 
supply by the numerable domes- 
tic giants is gone forever. Real 
competition has just started,” 
concluded Yang. 
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Feeding the 
birds 

By Sun Ming 

More than 400 white swans 
are frequently seen these days 
frolicking and picking up food 
on the frozen surface of Miyun 
Reservoir. 

What could they find to eat 
on the icy surface? “Corn ker- 
nels!” answers Liu Jianjun, vice- 
director of Miyun Television & 
Broadcasting Bureau. 

According to Liu, his bureau 
has been scattering corn kernels 
on the ice every two days at 
their own expense over the past 
month. “We hope the white swans 
hibernating here needn’t worry 
about finding food,” he said. 

In recent years, Miyun Res- 
ervoir, the biggest reservoir in 
Beijing, has become a hiberna- 
tion habitat for migratory birds. 
Birds from Siberia, Heilongjiang 
Province and other northern re- 
gions have taken to wintering 
here. 

“The warmer climate in win- 
ter is the main reason,” says 
Zhang Zhengwan, a biologist of 
Beijing Normal University. Some 
migratory birds don’t fly as far 
south as they once did. However 
the lake surfaces in Beijing still 
ice up, which makes finding 
food difficult for those migratory 
birds, especially the white swans. 
“So we got the idea,” said Liu. 

Up to now, the bureau has 
scattered some 3,000 kilograms 
of corn kernels, the swan’s fa- 
vorite food. Liu says he and his 
colleagues often have the op- 
portunity to interact with these 
lovely birds because their bu- 
reau is located near the reser- 
voir. 

Cheating Romeo 
Brought 
to Justice 

By Ivy Zhang 

An unemployed man with a 
record of fraud convictions has 
been arrested on charges of 
cheating over 350,000 yuan from 
over 20 women he dated over the 
past four years. 

Li Yong, 44 years old, started 
two companies since being re- 
leased from jail in 1989, but had 
to close them in 1997 due to poor 
management. 

One day in 1997, Li came up 
with an idea to get money. Pre- 
tending to be a wealthy busi- 
nessman, he renting an Audi car, 
at a monthly cost of 5,000 yuan, 
signed up with five matchmak- 
ing agencies, describing himself 
as a successful manager of a com- 
pany with overseas experiences, 
a “Green Card”, an Audi car and 
his own house. The companions 
he was seeking were women who 
had divorced. He reasoned that 
divorcees would be sympathetic 
and inclined to cherish their sec- 
ond chance of being loved. 

Not long after, he was intro- 
duced to a woman identified as 
Ms. Zhang and a romance soon 
developed. While maintaining a 
relationship with Zhang, Li be- 
gan to borrow money from her 
under the pretext that he was 
investing it in a big engineering 
project in Tianjin. During their 
3-year relationship, Li took over 
150,000 yuan from the woman. 
Zhang knew nothing about where 
the money really went, and even 
paid Li’s phone bill every 
month. 

From 1997 to 2002, Li “fell 
in love” with more than 20 di- 
vorced women, most of whom 
were well educated and financial- 
ly independent. He sought free 
accommodation at their houses, 
sleeping with them and borrow- 
ing money. 

On December 20 last year, 
one of the women found a note- 
book in his car containing many 
contact numbers. She called the 
numbers one by one and discov- 
ered the truth. A group of furious 
women gathered in Beijing late 
last month and told their story 
to the police. 

When asked whether he had 
really loved any of the women or 
seriously considered marriage, 
Li said, “I never love anyone. I 
was just playing a game, fooling 
their emotions and getting mon- 
ey to make a living. I’ve never 
thought of marriage.” 


Beijing Safari Park 
to Donate a Lion 
to Afghanistan 


By Sun Ming 

Beijing’s Badaling Wild An- 
imal World Safari Park is to 
donate a lion to Afghanistan’s 
Kabul Zoo. According to a spokes- 
person for the park, the dona- 
tion will be realized in the near 
future. 

Just a few days ago, one- 
eyed Marjan, the only lion in the 
Kabul Zoo, was found dead in 
his cage. Having survived wars, 
sieges, invasions and a grenade 
attack, he finally succumbed to 
the one foe he could not beat, old 
age. He was 30 years old. 

“It’s such sad news,” says 
Wang Wei, vice-manager of 
Badaling Wild Animal World, 
who first suggested the dona- 
tion. Wang says she cared about 
Marjan from the first time she 
saw him on television one month 
ago. “He was so lonely and de- 
crepit then.” 

According to Wang, animals 
occupy a very important posi- 
tion in the minds of the people 
who look after them. After hear- 
ing the news, she and other staff 


of the safari park got the idea of 
donating a lion to Afghanistan. 
“We hope Kabul Zoo can be re- 
constructed soon.” 

Four years ago, Badaling Wild 
Animal World bought 17 Afri- 
can lions from Japan, and it now 
boasts a total population of 84. 

Wang said they plan to choose 
one from among the more than 
20 lionesses who are now one 
and a half years old, because the 
young animals are better able 
to adapt to new environments. 
“Our little lion will have the pos- 
sibility to bear a litter in Af- 
ghanistan next spring.” 

Abdul Basir Hotak, counsel- 
or of the Afghanistan Embassy 
said he is very happy to hear the 
news. He added that Afghanis 
would appreciate China provid- 
ing any animals and veterinary 
supplies, as many animals in the 
Kabul Zoo died or were wound- 
ed in the recent war. 

The China Wild Animal Pro- 
tection Association is reportedly 
also considering donating a lion 
to the Kabul Zoo. 


Royal Ceremonies 
Replayed for Spring Festival 


By Sun Ming 

In the coming Spring Fes- 
tival, traditional Qing Dynasty 
ceremonies of worshipping heav- 
en and ancestors will be recre- 
ated in Beijing. It will be the 
first time that the two ceremo- 
nies have been seen in China 
since 1949. 

The heaven worshipping cer- 
emony will be held at the Tem- 
ple of Heaven on Chinese New 
Year’s first day. According to the 
park administration, two hun- 
dred people wearing traditional 


garments will make up the hon- 
or guard. Visitor will be able 
to hear traditional music that 
dates back to the Zhou Dynasty 
(1066-256BC). 

The ancestor worshipping 
ceremony will be held at the 
Ancestral Temple, at the For- 
bidden City. Other ancient cer- 
emonies, such as Ascending the 
Throne, the Emperor’s Wed- 
ding, Acting as Regent and Tri- 
umphant Return will also be 
reenacted, from February 12 to 
February 18. 
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Writing Spring Festival 
Couplets for Fun 


By Su Wei 

With the arrival of the 
Spring Festival, many foreign- 
ers are trying their hand at 
writing “Qunlian”, or Spring 
Festival couplets. 

Last Saturday, more than 
30 foreigners from over twenty 
countries, including Canada, 
America, England, Bulgaria, 
Australia, New Zealand and 
Israel took part in an activity 
organized by the Chinese 
Culture Club in Dazhalan 
Painting Market, “Foreigners 
Learning to Write Chinese 


Couplets”. 

Spring Festival couplets, 
once known as “peach-wood 
charms”, are usually pasted 
on either side of people’s front 
doors before Chinese New 
Year’s Eve, traditionally as a 
means of warding off evil in 
the coming year. 

Zoe Allesbrook from Eng- 
land and her boyfriend Alex 
Woods have been studying cal- 
ligraphy for the last ten weeks. 
Zoe happily told Beijing Today, 
“I can stick my own couplets 
on the door of my house!” 



.LeaVe Town 
for Festival 





By Su Wei/ Sun Ming 

For the first time in many 
years, Beijingers will not have 
the opportunity to see an ex- 
hibition of ‘fire baton juggling’ 
at temple fairs this Spring 
Festival. 

The Wulan family, the only 
group in Beijing that still 
practices this traditional ac- 
robatic skill, has been invit- 
ed to Jiangxi Province for the 
coming Spring Festival. 

Before they left town, 
Beijing Today interviewed Wu- 
lan Deru, the most skilled per- 
former of the family, who can 
juggle with a fire baton con- 
tinuously for several hours. 

The fire baton is a long 
steel fork, burning at both 
ends. The performer waves 
it in the air, throws it and 


catches it and rolls it around 
his or her body, in a spectacu- 
lar display. 

The 54-year-old Deru says 
her father, Wu Xushan is the 
initiator of the fire baton per- 
formance. “He used to perform 
the art so well that as soon as 
he came onto the stage, there 
was enthusiastic applause.” 

But the father was reluc- 
tant to ask his four children 
to follow in his footsteps, as 
people once looked down ac- 
robats. 

“Impressed by my determi- 
nation to learning the skill, 
my father agreed to teach me 
at last when I was five years 
old.” 

She says that not anyone 
can become adept at fire baton 
juggling, not even her broth- 


ers can do it as well as she 
can. Her family believes that 
she is a born fire baton juggler, 
as it only took her one sum- 
mer of practicing before she 
gave a public performance. 

Deru comes to Beijing Bin- 
he Park to practice from 6 
a.m. to 9 a.m. almost every 
morning. “But it only takes 
five or six minutes on stage 
to complete the whole routine, 
about 20 or 30 actions,” she 
says. 

The Wulan family are look- 
ing for an “apprentice” who is 
not only interested in learn- 
ing to juggle the fire baton, 
but is willing to suffer to do 
so! “It is really very painful to 
learn, not only the hands, but 
the whole body will be cov- 
ered in blisters!” 


What did Yuanyuan receive, 

service or fraud? 


By Chen Ying 

The case, a Chinese stu- 
dent verses an overseas- 
study agency, began the first 
court debate on the morn- 
ing of February 1. 

After only staying in Eng- 
land for 77 days, Yuanyuan, 
an 18-year-old high-school 
graduate, came back to 
Beijing on December 4 last 
year, unable to bear the mis- 
erable living conditions in 
his boarding house. 

He sued Jiuchuan Con- 
sulting Services who ar- 
ranged his study in London, 
demanding the defendant 
compensate for ten items of 
loss, including the service 
charge, tuition fee, study 
material costs and psycho- 
logical hurt. The People’s 
Court of Dongcheng District 
accepted the case. 

Yuanyuan got the infor- 
mation about study in EF 
Education Language School 
of America from Jiuchuan 
last February. He signed the 
contract with Jiuchuan and 
paid eight thousand yuan 
as commission. But Jiuch- 
uan made a mistake in 
the recommendation to the 
American Embassy in Chi- 
na, writing UK instead of 
USA, and Yuan’s applica- 


tion to the American Em- 
bassy was refused. 

After negotiating with Ji- 
uchuan, Yuan decided to 
attend EF’s college prepara- 
tory course in England. 

He remitted US$11,900 
dollars for tuition fee and 
$640 dollars for insurance 
to the school in August. As 
Yuanyuan said, Jiuchuan 
told him that the fees cov- 
ered courses and accommo- 
dation, and there would be 
no overhead expenses. Jiu- 
chuan also reassured him 
that he would live with 
a middle-class family in 
England, and wouldn’t en- 
counter any accommodation 
problems. 

On his arrival in London 
Yuanyuan found there was 
no preparatory course for 
college education at the EF 
School. Moreover, he was 
settled in a house with an el- 
derly widow who depended 
on social welfare. After pay- 
ing a large amount of mon- 
ey for boarding, he didn’t 
even have enough to eat. 

Unable to bear his mis- 
erable life in England, Yu- 
anyuan discontinued his 
schooling abroad and came 
back to Beijing at the end of 
last year. 



Teletubbies 
Come to China 

By Sun Ming 

Teletubbies, made for the BBC (British 
Broadcasting Cooperation) by acclaimed 
children’s program producer Ragdoll, is to 
be broadcast by China Central Television 
(CCTV). 

All 365 episodes of Teletubbies will 
be dubbed into Mandarin and will start 
screening after Chinese New Year, broad- 
casting daily from February 11. 

According to the producer, Teletubbies 
was created for children up to the age 
of four, and reflects the belief that chil- 
dren’s confidence and self-esteem develop 
through fun and laughter. 

Up to now, the television series has been 
translated into 45 different languages. 

Rupert Gavin of BBC Worldwide said, 
“BBC Worldwide and CCTV have forged a 
strong relationship over more than twenty 
years and this new agreement reflects the 
excellent cooperation we enjoy in China.” 

Director of CCTV’s Youth & Children 
Center, Yu Peixia added, “We don’t doubt 
that the program will be as popular in Chi- 
na as it has been the world over.” 
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Get Shorty! 

City theater bars 6-year-old girl 


By Chen Ying 

But for one centimeter, she 
could have gone to the dance. In- 
stead Zhou Yuanyuan held her 
mother Liang Ling’s hand as Poly 
Theatre door staff refused en- 
trance. Her offense? 

Yuanyuan, is 1.19 meters tall. 
If she had been 1.20 meters, then 
Yuanyuan, 6, could have attend- 
ed the China Oriental Song & 
Dance Ensemble performance in 
Beijing on Sunday, January 13. 
Instead Yuanyuan and her mom 
went home. 

On Friday, January 18, Liang 
Ling filed suit against Poly The- 
atre for infringing her daughter’s 
right to receive a comprehensive 
quality education. She requested 
a public apology, the arrangement 
of a similar standard of perfor- 
mance and 1,000 yuan in mental 
suffering compensation for Yu- 
anyuan. 

The People’s Court of 
Dongcheng District has accepted 
the case. Similar regulations ap- 
ply to other city theaters, but this 
is the first time in China that 
these rules have sparked legal ac- 
tion. 

The flipside is that patrons 
of the arts often complain about 
noisy city audiences. But do they 
mean Yuanyuan? Opinions fol- 
low: 

Yuanyuan, ballet student 

I had a ticket and I am ma- 
ture enough to follow the the- 
ater’s code of behavior. Why won’t 
they let me in? 

Liang Ling, mother of 
Yuanyuan 

We went to watch the show be- 
cause of my daughter. She has 
studied ballet for three years and 


wanted to improve her feel for 
the art by attending a quality 
performance. But the theater re- 
fused her. I think the theater’s 
rule is unreasonable. Whether a 
child can be self-governing has 
no relationship with the child’s 
height. My daughter is a pupil. 
She can take care of herself. 

Moreover, I think the rule re- 
ally hurts children. So I wanted 
to adopt legal means to ensure 
a judgment is made about the 
rights and wrongs of this case. 
Now with the sudden media in- 
terest, I feel this isn’t all just 
about me and my daughter. I feel 
other families may have suffered 
similar experiences. 

It’s inevitable some children 
will prove disruptive during con- 
certs or performances. The the- 
ater can adopt regulations only 
when these do not contradict na- 
tional law. 

Spokesman, Poly Theatre 

The board of directors made 
the rule after discussions. And the 
rule has been in practice a long 
while. Poly Theatre is a venue for 
classical art such as opera and 
ballet. The theater often receives 
spectator complaints about chil- 
dren making noise and trouble 
during performances. This really 
destroys the atmosphere. 

Every company has its own 
rules. For instance, there is the 
censorship classification system 
for movies. Children are forbid- 
den to enter the cinema if the 
movie is deemed unsuitable. 

We can understand parents 
want to let their children experi- 
ence an artistic atmosphere. But 
we have to make such a decision 
to protect the bulk of the audi- 


ence. The theater will hold a spe- 
cial performance for children if it 
is suited to them. 

Lin Lin, amateur classical 
music enthusiast 

I think the rule is reasonable 
in a sense. Kids are kids. Most are 
liable to be naughty and it’s im- 
possible for them to stay stuck on 
their seat for more than an hour. 

It’s really embarrassing when 
a baby cries in the theater. You 
can’t blame the parents because 
they didn’t make the trouble. And 
you also can’t blame the kids be- 
cause they usually don’t know 
what they are doing. But the fact 
remains someone should be held 
responsible for this discomfort. 

As I see it, there are special 
classical music performances for 
children in western countries. Fa- 
mous symphony orchestras often 
hold small-scale outdoor concerts 
for kids. Some virtuosos even per- 
form in kindergartens. So children 
can obtain contact with classical 
music when very young. 

But the situation is totally dif- 
ferent in China. Although the par- 
ents are eager to let their children 
gain more opportunities to experi- 
ence classical music, special slots 
for children are rarer. So I think 
the most important thing is to 
open up some places where chil- 
dren can appreciate the elegant 
art comfortably 

Jiang Ling, Beijing Juvenile 
Person’s Protection 
Committee Office 

Children have the right to ac- 
cept education at any moment. 
That right shouldn’t be forbidden. 
According to the 22nd item of the 
Juvenile Protection Law, muse- 
ums, theaters and cinemas should 
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open to pupils and high school 
students at preferential prices. 

In the basics of the law, the 
36th item of the Beijing Juvenile 
Protection Statute rules that pro- 
tected people include children 
younger than school age, pupils 
and high school students. So the 
Poly Theatre regulation should be 
considered invalid. 

Paul Wusteman, secretary, 
British Embassy 

I think parents would know it 
was impolite to take a baby to a 
concert. But young children go to 
concerts in the UK. I never heard 
of such a rule in my country I 
think it’s unnecessary. 

In my experience, when I first 


came to China, I found that the 
audience is noisier generally. It 
may be the Chinese tradition. Be- 
cause in the western tradition, 
going to a concert is almost like 
going to religious service. It’s a 
very formal activity. With Chinese 
traditional events, for instance, 
Peking Opera has a long perfor- 
mance. People come and go. They 
eat and applaud. The theater acts 
like a social location. 

It’s different customs. I prefer 
the Chinese way myself, but cer- 
tainly prefer not too much noise. 
It’s entertainment after all, not 
the most important thing in the 
world. I think the Chinese way is 
healthier. 
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“It’s not possible to figure 
out what caused this huge En- 
ron ship to capsize if you can’t 
hear from the captain.” 

— Senator Ron Wyden of 
Oregon Democrat for the 
Senate commerce commit- 
tee summoning Kenneth 
Lay, Former Enron chair- 
man, to appear before Con- 
gress 

“The government is trying 
to force the population to ac- 
cept the peso when it is obvi- 
ous that the population prefers 
dollars. So we can expect 
strong pressure on the peso.” 

— Omar J Borla, a senior 
economist with Santander 
Investment in New York, 
as Argentine banks were 
banned from selling dol- 
lars as a first step towards 
fully converting the econ- 
omy back to the peso 

“Don’t harm an innocent 
man because you’re just going 
to create one more misery. Us- 
ing Daniel as a symbol and 
all of this is completely wrong, 
completely wrong. If anyone’s 
going to give his life and save 
him, it’s me. Please make con- 
tact with me — I’m ready.” 

— Marianne Pearl, wife of 
kidnapped US journalist 
Daniel Pearl, in Karachi, 
Pakistan, in an interview 
with the BBC 

“As an administration, Jap- 
anese Prime Minister Junich- 
iro Koizumi’s administration 
may last a while longer, but the 
reforms are over. Makiko Tana- 
ka (dismissed foreign minis- 
ter) was one of the engines of 
his high public support, but 
you can’t fly on only one en- 
gine.” 

— Shigenori Okazaki, po- 
litical analyst with UBS 
Warburg 

By Chen Ying 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new adversing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
ve red whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver User's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the poi icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 


WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job. . .So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)67151 166 ext.3005/3006 
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You Couldn't 

Address yourself Better in Beijing 
Clients may also enjoy the 
folloowing benefits: 

#24-hour room service 
#Undergound Parking 
#Business Centre 

#15% discount at best on food &bev- 
erage, shopping and recreational area 

Cal use now to arrange for 
a site inspection to find 
out more. 

Mr. Ashley Wong, Property Manager at 

Tel:(86-10)65973388ext:1400 
Fax:186-10165978182 



CHINA LIFE TOWER 

SSI : ' 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RT KL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 
l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/squaremeter/day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


'ftgjS SCITECH HOTEL 


BUSINESS FLOOR ON IJNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in Coffee Shop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building,ifsnew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services !Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs,and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:Department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators,Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklliy rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity^ 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System: Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 


84055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult afffairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases , criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages 0 

TEL:86-10-83511218 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail:jt@venus-law.com 
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ucts such as cars. 


Besides, the increase in uni- 


What social issues 
weigh most heavily 
on the minds of city 
dwellers in China? 

China Mainland 
Market Research 
(CM MR) has released 
an annual survey in 
which 13,000 city 
dwellers were asked 
to identify the issues 
that concerned them 
the most during the 
past year. 


By Su Wei 

Prices become 

the hottest issue again 

Nearly 30% of the surveyed 
say prices of goods are an 
increasingly frequent topic of 
conversation with friends and 
relatives. 

In fact prices have jumped to 
rank first again on the list of is- 
sues of greatest concern, after 
having ranked third since 1997. 

It may be a result of the dis- 
tribution system reform, which 
has been sped up during the past 
two or three years. 

Nowadays, people’s income is 
more closely linked with their 
job performance, and job title is 
only a minor factor in determin- 
ing their salary. More consider- 
ation has been given to work 
load and work efficiency per day 
or per hour. 

Meanwhile, enterprises’ eco- 
nomic considerations are an im- 
portant factor in people’s concern 
about prices. 

Although inflation is not as 
big a concern as it was a few 
years ago, people recognize that 
their purchasing power would be 
reduced if their enterprises ran 
into difficulty. 

Zhang Li, a former employee 
of a state-owned enterprise says 
her enterprise went into liqui- 
dation, so they have not enough 
money compared with the oth- 
ers with fixed stable income. “To 
be frank the prices are not so 
high. But the problem is I have 
no money!” 

The survey also discloses that 
besides retail prices, people fre- 
quently discuss the cost of med- 
ical treatment, education and 
housing, and children-raising al- 
lowances. 

Such concerns have become 
more apparent since the gov- 
ernment barred employers from 
providing certain services to em- 
ployees that once served as sup- 
plements to the salary. In this 
sense, income has been reduced 
and expenses increased. 

Taking housing allocation as 
an example; as of last year, em- 
ployers no longer allocate hous- 
ing to employees. 

Those who do not already own 
their own homes and do not wish 
to rent, have to buy an apart- 
ment, either by cash or by loan. 
Even those forced to relocate be- 
cause their old houses are being 
demolished, must spend tens of 
thousands of yuan to buy a home 
with a better location. 

Meanwhile nearly 52% of those 
surveyed mainly concern about 
prices, are the retired, housewives 
and ordinary workers. 

The reason may be that those 
people usually have a compara- 
tively low salary. They may have 
more first hand experiences in 
dealing with problems related 
to insufficient money, especially 
when prices increase. 

Among those mainly con- 
cerned with prices, 10-20% are 
those with a high level of dis- 
posable income, who tend to buy 
some high-value imported prod- 


However, with a weak world 
economy, prices for imported 
products are often unpredict- 
able. So those people are more 
willing to wait before making big 
spending decisions. 

Taking cars as an example, 
domestic car prices have fallen 
sharply, in some cases by tens of 
thousands of yuan, since China’s 
entry to the WTO. 

People may have anticipated 
the prices of imported cars would 
fall also, in order to be competi- 
tive with local producers. 

Therefore, instead of buying 
cars immediately, people are 
holding money and speculating 
what the trend will be for the 
imported and domestic cars. 

Employment 
a concern for many 

Nearly 24% of the surveyed 
ranked employment as their 
most pressing concern for 2001. 
55% of these are ordinary staff, 
unemployed, freelance workers 
and students, with a preponder- 
ance of those aged between 20 
and 34 (38%), followed by the 35 
to 49 age group (37%). 

It suggests that employment 
is not only a concern for the mid- 
dle-aged, but also for young peo- 
ple. Most people have sensed the 
difficulty in finding and main- 
taining jobs, especially the main 
labor force. 

The direct reason may be that 
the government has engaged in 
increasing administrative effi- 
ciency measures and reduced re- 
dundancy. 

Another reason may be that 
those who have not been laid off 
are still concerned about their 
future, especially when relatives 
or friends have been laid off. 

As a Chinese saying goes, “He 
who gives no thought to difficul- 
ties in the future is sure to be 
beset by worries much closer at 
hand.” Hence, there is a tenden- 
cy to talk and consider their fu- 
ture in view of the situation of 
others. 

For young people, it was once 
regarded that it would never be 
a real problem for them to have 
a job. But in fact, even those with 
university diplomas realize that 
the only way for them to find a 
job, or rather a satisfactory job, 
is to continue their studies. 


versity enrollments has also re- 
sulted in an increase in the 
number of graduates. 

However the number of job 
vacancies has not increased ac- 
cordingly. 

Meanwhile, people with an 
overseas education background 
have been encouraged to return, 
so those who have never been 
overseas tend to think their ad- 
vantages are disappearing. 

Furthermore, with the eco- 
nomic development and the entry 
to WTO, some small enterprises 
are more likely to disappear. 
Therefore those employees are 
more likely facing laid-off. 

For those having been laid- 
off, it is difficult to find jobs again 
unless they were experts in some 
areas. They have found that age 
has really hindered them when 
it comes to finding a new job, for 
many enterprises want young 
employees. 

Furthermore, social welfare 
for the laid-off has not been fully 
established, though 400 or 500 
yuan per month for maintaining 
life necessities has been guaran- 
teed. 

Even though there is a vari- 
ety of free reemployment train- 
ing, there are still many people 
underemployed. 

Those re-employed are ones 
with some skills, such as ac- 
counting or electrical appliance 
repairing or they may do some 
physical labor services. But phys- 
ical laborers are not in as high 
demand as technicians. 

Zhang Guizhen, a laid-off of 
former cake maker of Beijing 
Shipin Factory is unable to find 
a job. “I can not take the ad- 
vanced training to have some 
skills, for I only have elementary 
education. Even shop assistants 
are required to have high school 
education and are preferred to 
have the capability of speaking 
English.” 

Medical treatment reform 
a new focus 

The survey shows nearly 22% 
people more frequently talk 
about medical treatment reform 
in their daily life, ranking third 
as a concern for 2001. 

More than 68% of those are re- 
tired people, ordinary staff, and 
administrative staffs in insti- 


tutes, specialists and technicians 
as well as the civil servants. 

Over 25% of the retired and 
civil servants say they are deep- 
ly concerned about this issue. 

The reason may be that be- 
fore the medical treatment re- 
form, with the except of those 
in non-government enterprises, 
people seldom cared about how 
much they spent on medicine 
and medical treatment, as the 
government would cover nearly 
80 or 90% of these costs. For 
those in non-government enter- 
prises, only when the enterpris- 
es ran well could they expect to 
be reimbursed for their medical 
expenses. 

Now conditions are totally 
different. Enterprises and in- 
dividuals as well as insurance 
companies have been regulated 
to share the cost of individual’s 
medical treatment expenses. 

Therefore, whether the en- 
terprises makes a profit or not, 
they have to pay 9% of the in- 
dividual expenses if the stated 
limitation (around 6% of the to- 
tal salary) for the expenses is 
not broken. 

If the annual medical expens- 
es surpass the limit, the enter- 
prises are also required to pay 
a small percentage of the addi- 
tional amount, while the rest is 
to be born by the individual. 

With medical treatment re- 
form, medical treatment will be 
available to more people. More 
people will be relieved from the 
burden of medical expenses. 

However, the reform may also 
cost more for those old people or 
those who suffer from some se- 
vere chronic diseases. 

Especially those retired peo- 
ple, who have a monthly pension 
of 600 to 700 yuan. But they 
also are more likely to frequent- 
ly visit doctors. So they consid- 
er that under the reform, they 


would probably spend more on 
medicare. 

The reason for the civil ser- 
vant’s concern over this issue is 
almost the same. 

When the reform for civil ser- 
vants is carried out in May this 
year, many expect costs to in- 
crease if they have some large 
operations. 

Jia Bin, a civil servant of a 
governmental office, has had a 
heart operation. Of the total cost 
of more than 80,000 yuan, he 
himself only paid around 30,000 
yuan. He considers himself lucky 
to have had the operation now. 
If he had had it in the second 
half of this year, he would prob- 
ably have to pay nearly 50, 000 
yuan. 

But after the medical treat- 
ment reform, people have a wid- 
er choice of which hospital they 
receive treatment in, ranging 
from the large municipal or pro- 
vincial level hospitals to the com- 
munity ones. 

More concerns with 
society’s lasting 
development 

The survey has found that 
the most frequently mentioned 
issues for city dwellers are not 
only the fundamental life con- 
cerns such as prices, employ- 
ment and life after retirement. 

More people have become 
concerned with issues such as 
corruption and environmental 
protection. 

The wide variety of issues 
concerning people suggests that 
they are aware that major social 
issues also relate closely to their 
lives. 

People have realized the sig- 
nificance of the relationship be- 
tween individuals and society, as 
well as that between human be- 
ings in general and a continual- 
ly developing society. 


By Su Wei 




City Dwellers Prefer 
Foreign Mobile Phones 

Among 46% of city dwell- 
ers who own mobile phones, 
over 40% say they will 
definitely prefer a foreign 
brand. 

Sources from China 
Mainland Market Research 
have disclosed that among 
the current mobile phones 
users, nearly 18% use Mo- 
torola mobile phones, fol- 
lowed by nearly 12% for 
both Nokia and Ericson. 

Meanwhile, among the 
20% surveyed who will buy 
mobile phones in 2002, 5% 
each will choose Nokia and 
Motorola, followed by Sam- 
sung, Ericson and Siemens, 
each with potential pur- 
chasers over 1%. 

The reason may be that 
people consider the foreign 
brands to be more reliable 
and of higher quality. 

Although the domestic 
producers have concentrat- 
ed on improving their af- 
ter-sale services, domestic 
consumers are still not will- 
ing to buy products they be- 
lieve will require frequent 
repairs. 

Another reason is that 
consumers prefer mobile 
phones with multi-func- 
tions, including short mes- 
sage capability, Internet 
surfing, and note taking. 

Besides, the foreign ones 
are usually beautifully de- 
signed and frequently up- 
dated. So they may have 
attracted a large number of 
domestic consumers. 

Young, Well Educated 
People — Foreign In- 
surance Consumers 

Nearly 18% more peo- 
ple aged between 20 and 
34 plan to take out insur- 
ance cover with foreign 
firms, than those aged be- 
tween 35 and 49. 

China Mainland Mar- 
ket Research has found 
that 25% of the surveyed 
with university education 
background are more will- 
ing to take out cover with 
a foreign insurance firm, 
followed by 13% for people 
with middle school educa- 
tion and 9% for those with 
elementary education. 

Tertiary educated peo- 
ple are more likely to ac- 
cept new ideas. 

They probably already 
have a basic knowledge 
about foreign insurance. 

They may know the 
foreign companies usual- 
ly offer a higher return 
and higher quality servic- 
es, not only in terms of 
taking out insurance, but 
also in the area of after 
sales services. 

Meanwhile, sharehold- 
ers and heads of en- 
terprises are the most 
likely to intend to take 
out insurance with foreign 
companies among all the 
occupations, (about 35%), 
followed by enterprises 
administrative staff and 
managers as well as heads 
of factories, ranging from 
29% to 26%. 

Those surveyed who 
will take out insurance 
with a foreign company 
say they still want cover- 
age for medical and life 
insurance, each at nearly 
30%. 

These kinds of insur- 
ance are widely recog- 
nized and seen to be more 
relevant to peoples needs. 




City dwellers expect income increase in 2002. 


Expectations for family expenses in 2002 




Remain 
the same 


Expectations for family income in 2002 


'Beijing 07.3% Xi'an 38,7% 
Guangzhou Chongqing 31.^1 

Wuhan 5QL-4f% Shanghai 23^0% 

Source: China Statistics Bureau 
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Residential Complex on Yangtze Floodplain Declared Illegal 



By Xinhua/ Ivy Zhang 

W ith a thunderous roar, 
building one of the 
new residential com- 
plex Riverside Gar- 
dens collapsed in a 
controlled demolition late last month. 
Built on the floodplain of the Yangtze 
River in the Hanyang district of Wuhan, 
Hubei province, the entire complex, cov- 
ering an area of 700,000 square meters, 
is to be completely demolished before 
April 15. 

Looking out the window at the spec- 
tacular view of the Yangtze River, it is 
difficult to believe that the Riverside 
Garden, completed just four years ago, 
is illegal. 

A look at big events 

Prior to 1994, this riverside area in 
Wuhan’s northwest was virtually un- 
touched and remained a pristine nat- 
ural scene. Then in 1994, the Wuhan 
municipal government called for devel- 
opment around the two rivers, the Yang- 
tze and its tributary, the Han River, 
as well as the construction of two new 
bridges. 

The local government actively pro- 
moted the riverside area as a key area 
for investment. Xiao Xinfu, head of 
Wuhan Hongya Investment, came up 
with a plan to build a residential project 
on what was then a wasteland area on 
the north side of the Yangtze, actually 
between the river and the levee bank. 

Not long after, the Hanyang Flood 
Control Office, Hanyang local govern- 
ment and Wuhan Planning Commission 
all approved the proposal. 

In August 1995, the Hubei Provincial 
Government convened a special meet- 
ing that proposed taking the “Yangtze 
River City Garden” (later renamed Riv- 
erside Garden) as a start-up project in 
the development of the “Two Bridges”, 
labeling it a model project. 

In April 1996, Wuhan planning bu- 
reau and Wuhan Flood Control Office ap- 
proved the “Yangtze River City Garden” 
project. In consideration of flood control 
factors, Hongya company was given in- 
structions about the project implemen- 
tation. 

In 1997, the first phase of River- 
side Garden project kicked off and was 
completed in 1998, in the wake of the 
flood. All of the 145 apartments were 
sold. 

Zhang Lijun, one of the major proj- 
ect designers says, “The project was 
always controversial within the com- 
pany. We had serious doubts, as the 
villas are built right on the edge of 
the river. We didn’t even dare to ad- 


vertise. However, the big flood in 1998 
seems to have worked as an effective 
advertisement for our project.” About 
one year later, the second phase of the 
project began. 

In January 2000, Wuhan Flood Con- 
trol Office approved the project’s sec- 
ond phase implementation. In June of 
that year, Hubei Water Conservancy 
Department also gave their approval 
in principle, requiring the developer to 
take responsibility for flood control mea- 
sures. 

By the end of 2001, the second phase 
project was complete, comprising of five 
separate buildings with more than 300 
apartments. 90% of those apartments 
have already been sold. 

At this time, the developer launched a 
new marketing strategy, spending more 
than 8 million yuan in publicity. In a 
short time, the slogans “We give you the 
Yangtze River”, “Home on the riverside” 
and “Choose the waterside to live by” 
were widely seen in Wuhan, and many 
government leaders sang high praises 
for the garden. 

Model project is illegal 

Things changed abruptly in Decem- 
ber last year when the State Flood and 
Drought Control Office issued a notifi- 
cation ruling that the construction of 
Riverside Garden was illegal and con- 
travened state flood control regulations. 
As a result, the whole project is to be de- 
molished before the coming spring flood 
season begins on April 15. 

Regarding liability of the project, 
some legal specialists argue that the sit- 
uation developed as a result of illegal 
approval given by relevant administra- 
tions. The liability should be born by 
neither the residents, nor the develop- 
er, unless the developer got the approv- 
al through illegal means. The approval 
of the project is illegal for the following 
reasons: 

• The approval is in violation of re- 
lated laws and regulations. No houses 
shall be built in the floodplain or on the 
river bank. 

• The local administration has no 
right to give approval. Approval for the 
Riverside Garden project, with a value 
of over 100 million yuan, can be given 
only by the Yangtze River Water Con- 
servancy Committee. 

• The project’s second phase was im- 
plemented in 2000 and most permits 
were obtained in the same year. At that 
time, the Flood Control Law of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, which clearly 
restricts any developments that might 
block the release of floodwaters, had 
been in effect for two years. 


Responses 

Zhang Lijun, the designer of the proj- 
ect, says the level of a city’s overall plan- 
ning depends on the quality of the city’s 
management personnel. In the beginning, 
even the developer had doubts about 
whether apartment buildings should be 
constructed in this area. 

“The main concern in the project plan- 
ning was flood-control. As the developer, 
we have no right to judge a city’s overall 
planning strategy. If we have the support 
of the government and the project is prof- 
itable, why can’t we go ahead with it?” 

Wang Zhancheng, a hero in battling 
Yangtze River floods in both 1954 and 
1998, says, “It’s a pity to see such a beau- 
tiful apartment building demolished and 
200 million yuan lost. But in the long 
run, flood control should be our top pri- 
ority. What shall we do in flood time 
if our houses are built inside the levee 
bank? Much greater loss could be in- 
curred.” 

Professor Lin Lihong points out that 
the government and administrative de- 
partments must take responsibility for 
their actions. After China’s entry into 
the WTO, enhancing transparency and 


law practices has become even more im- 
portant. 

Professor Chen Jinrong says the de- 
molition of Riverside Garden is to safe- 


guard the state laws and regulations. 
The Flood Control Law is aimed at pro- 
tecting millions of people’s lives and 
property, and it must be upheld. 
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China’s most important cele- 
bration, Spring Festival, is upon 
us in four days. Here we would 
like to express our sincere festi- 
val greetings to all our readers: 
Xin Nian Kuai Le! 

Beijing Today has been pro- 
gressing since her launch on 
May 11, last year, under your 
care and support. We feel great 
pride that this young 
newspaper run by us 
young people might 
bring happiness to 
you. We also hope 
Beijing Today may 
accompany y< 
through a happy, 
new 2002. 

(Editor ) 


i 


Jade Gray 


S^S^h^rick A. Lin 



George E. Killian 


Greetings Beyond 
the Ocean 

By Xiaoxia 

An E-mail aroused feelings 
of great joy in the editorial de- 
partment. It was the response 
of Spring Festival greeting from 
George E. Killian, Executive Di- 
rector of National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA). 

In the Beijing Universiade of 
last year, Beijing Today honor- 
ably launched the Village News 
under the support of George 
Killian and gained fame among 
the coaches and athletes. George 
Killian paid a visit to our editori- 
al office during the Universiade. 

In his E-mail, George Killian 
expressed his pleasure to learn 
that the newspaper is progress- 
ing well. He also said, “When I 
was in Beijing, I told everyone 
that this was a great step for- 
ward for the youth of China.” 

George Killian also wants to 
tell his driver, Wang Qinghai that 
his family sent their best wishes 
to Wang and Wang’s family for a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 
through our newspaper and hopes 
to gain Wang’s mail address. Wang 
and George Killian developed a 
sincere friendship in Beijing. 

“We Met 
Underground!” 

By Sun Ming 

“I found Beijing Today at a 
subway newsstand six months 
ago,” said Jade Gray, who took 
the newspaper all the way to 
an open-air meeting on Sunday, 
“And from then on, I always buy 
it.” 

Jade Gray, who came to 
Beijing from New Zealand last 
year, is now manger of the Fu- 
sion Vitality Center located in 
Haidian District. Opened last 
month, the center offers foreign 
students a chance to make 
friends, catch up on news from 
home, as well as work out. 

“Thanks for your Spring Fes- 
tival greetings,” says Jade when 
he accepted the seasons greet- 
ing, “I really love your newspa- 
per.” 

Jade said he regularly finds 
interesting articles in this local 
newspaper. As an expat in 
Beijing, he cares more about cur- 
rent affairs in the city. “Beijing 
Today can meet my needs in this 
aspect,” he said. 

Jade also made some sugges- 
tions. “Your newspaper could be a 
little younger,” he said. He thinks 
that some articles in the cultur- 
al and entertainment pages are 
more suited to the taste of older 
foreigners. “As young foreigners 
living in Beijing, we want to gain 
more information about bars, pop 
music or modern shopping cen- 
ters in the city,” he said, “Not 
always classical music and an- 
tiques, for we are not visitors.” 

Jade further recommends the 
newspaper add a page especial- 
ly for foreign students in Beijing. 
“The number is quite large,” he 
said, “And foreign students def- 
initely need something to help 
them relax.” 

Close-up 

On a New Reader 

By Ivy Zhang 

After reading a few copies 
of Beijing Today in the morning, 
Patrick A. Lin accepted the inter- 
view in the afternoon and sub- 
scribed one copy as soon as the 
interview was wrapped up. 

“I thought it was a pretty good 
paper,” Patrick says, “It’s very 
informative. It has good enter- 
tainment, political, and econom- 


ic articles. A good combination of 
news.” Patrick is our new read- 
er. He’s from Cincinnati, Ohio of 
the United States and works as 
the Director of Membership at 
the American Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Patrick suggests it would be 
best to have more local business 
news in Beijing Today as lots of 
business people in Beijing find 
Chinese and Beijing business 
news from other sources. “I found 
the news about Sanlitun in the 
last issue very interesting. That’s 
something you don’t read or hear 
about through western news or 
other sources. It’s pretty good 
to know localized news,” Patrick 
says. 

As a son-in-law in a Chinese 
family, Patrick has well adapted 
himself to the Chinese way of liv- 
ing. He’s sort of a baby in the big 
family. His wife even complains 
that her parents treat Patrick 
better than treat her. 

During the Chinese Lunar 
New Year, Patrick usually goes 
over to his wife’s parents house 
and do traditional things like 
getting together, making dump- 
lings and staying for midnight. 
Throughout the week, Patrick 
and his wife would visit his wife’s 
relatives around Beijing. 


One of the Chinese traditions 
during the Spring Festival is giv- 
ing “hongbao” (money wrapped 
in a piece of red paper) to kids, 
Patrick is not an exception. “Ac- 
tually, my wife has talked to me 
about the money giving and I 
have to give money to all of our 
relatives’ kids. The first time I 
think I gave 100 yuan and now I 
give 200 yuan. It’s doubled, just 
like the economy, growing and 
growing.” 

Keen Reader from 
The First Day 

By Xiaoxia 

Yann Thefaine was as neat 
and radiant when he received 
Beijing Today’s Spring Festival 
greetings at the Air France 
Beijing office as when he first 
stepped into the building of 
Beijing Youth Daily. The calm- 
ness and elegance of the Re- 
gional Marketing Manager still 
lingered in the editorial room 
even though several months had 
already passed. 

Yann is the first reader to 
respond to Beijing Today. After 
reading the story of a young girl 
in Sanlitun, titled Making It In 
The Market , in the first issue he 
shared his opinion with the edi- 


torial department 

Yann suggested an Air France 
Chinese interpreter should be in- 
terviewed. The story of a real 
bridge between Western and 
Eastern cultures would be an in- 
teresting story to the readers. 

Spring Festival seems a lot 
to Chinese, while to Yann, hap- 
piness and leisure on the white 
sands of south China may be the 
best reward for his hard work. 
When Chinese are all enjoying 
a family union, Beijing Today 
wishes him a prosperous 2002. 

Had a Spring 
Festival Already 

By Zhu Lin 

Although this is her first time 
in China, Ardak Assylbekova 
from Kazakhstan already has a 
happy Spring Festival memory 
to cherish. 

When the Beijing Today re- 
porter gave Ardak a Spring Fes- 
tival greeting, she said, “I’ve 
already had a pre-Spring Fes- 
tival.” When she was studying 
Chinese at the Kazakhstan In- 
ternational University in her 
hometown, her schoolmates and 
teachers decided to celebrate 
Spring Festival according to 
Chinese custom. Ardak’s fun- 


niest memory is the Chinese 
Dance with fans they performed 
in the celebration based on 
their hazy knowledge about the 
dance. 

The foreign students living in 
Beijing are one of the major read- 
ers of Beijing Today and have 
given her a lot of support. In or- 
der to express our appreciation 
and celebrate the festival with 
them, we visited one of them to 
extend our Spring Festival greet- 
ings. Ardak was interviewed and 
her story now appears on the 
New Year Special of Beijing To- 
day. 

At just 19 years of age, Ar- 
dak is the youngest interna- 
tional student in the Chinese 
Center of Beijing University. “I 
found there were so many in- 
teresting things around me at 
the Chinese Center! I’m so hap- 
py!” She waved her arms to ex- 
press her excitement, “I didn’t 
expect to see classmates from 
so many nationalities.” 

Ardak said she was most in- 
terested in knowing traditions 
and distinctions of different coun- 
tries. She’s looking forward to 
seeing how the Chinese people 
really spend their Spring Festi- 
val three days later. 


Grateful for 
Living in China 

By Chen Ying 

At his office, Michael Primont 
is watching a game of American 
National Football League on TV 
in a leisure morning eight days 
before the Lunar New Year. 

After receiving Beijing Today’s 
best wishes for him in the coming 
year, Mr. Primont also expresses 
thanks for the wonderful welcome 
that he always feels in China. 
“Chinese people pay special at- 
tention to others, and even the 
strangers in the street. That gives 
you a very good feeling, especially 
when you know nothing the first 
time in China. Thank you for in- 
cluding me in your life in China.” 

Mr. Primont picked up Beijing 
Today at the hall of Hilton Hotel, 
his work place, accidentally, and 
liked the paper immediately. 

Described as “the ambassa- 
dor of Chinese film”, Michael Pri- 
mont, the managing director of 
American company Cherry Lane 
Music, frequently shows Chinese 
movies with English subtitles at 
the theatre of the Sino-Japanese 
Youth Exchange Center three 
Fridays’ evening every month, 
introducing the best and latest 
Chinese films to foreigners living 
in Beijing. 

Beijing Today appreciates his 
enthusiasm to propagate Chi- 
nese film and culture to foreign- 
ers. With his permission, Beijing 
Today usually distributes about 
one hundred free copies before a 
film begins. 

“Audiences like reading the pa- 
per. It’s a new departure for jour- 
nalism. It looks much more like a 
western newspaper. It feels very 
modern and has a nice layout. 
Some of the articles are very in- 
teresting,” Mr. Primont comment- 
ed the paper. 

Spring Festival 
Guangzhou-style 

By Shan Jinliang 

“2002 is my year of the 
Horse, I hope it will bring me 
luck,” said Claes Barnsten, a 
Swedish reader, when he re- 
ceived Beijing Today’s Spring 
Festival greetings. 

“This will be my first 
Spring Festival experience in 
China and I am planning to 
go to Guangzhou,” said Barn- 
sten. 

Barnsten had featured in 
Beijing Today on January 18. 
As he was not in Beijing when 
the copy was printed, his friend, 
Zhu Hongying, had to go to Liu 
Baohu, the newspaper vendor 
by Shuangjing Bridge on Feb- 
ruary 1. “I want to buy all the 
copies of Beijing Today of Jan- 
uary 18,” she said, assuming 
that he would offer ten copies. 
“I’ll fetch them for you from 
home and you can get them to- 
morrow,” said Liu. 

The next day Liu gave her 
a huge shock: he had collected 
60 copies from others and left 
one for himself. She had to fulfill 
her promise, and bought them 
all with 118 yuan. “Anyway, I can 
distribute them to my friends,” 
said Barnsten. 

When asked what he wants 
to say to Beijing Today readers, 
he e-mailed us after the inter- 
view, saying, “I wish all readers 
of Beijing Today a happy and 
prosperous Lunar Year of the 
Horse with one exception. If 
Sweden is to meet China in a 
quarterfinal in the World Cup 
in Japan or Korea, I really hope 
Sweden will be the team to 
reach the semifinal!” 








IIIIING TODAY 

E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 


A Day-by-Day 
Guide 
To Spring 
Festival 

Traditionally 
speaking for old 
Chinese, the 
Spring Festival 
actually begins 
from 8 

December of 
the Chinese 
lunar calendar. 
The following is 
the list of things 
people do 
throughout the 
whole festival 
season. Please 
note that the 
dates indicated 
are from the 
Chinese 
calendar. In the 
Chinese lunar 
calendar, 
December is 
called M 
(layue)’ and 
January is 
called ‘JER 
(zhengyue)’. 

This year 
layue started 
from 13 
January to 11 
February of the 
Gregorian 
Calendar, thus 
the first day of 
the Spring 
Festival, 
zhengyue will 
begin on 12 
February. 

January 20 

fig mu A 

The 

beginning of 
the holiday 
season. Eat 
laba porridge 
0HA3IS), and 
make laba 
garlic and 
vinegar(flgAH) 

for later use on 
the Spring 
Festival day. 

February 4 

Sacrifices 
including 
Chinese malt 
candies are 
offered to the 
kitchen god. It 
was also 
called ‘/J\^ 
(xiaonian)’, 
meaning that 
the family may 
have a small 
banquet with 
family 
members 
reunited. 

February 5 

Cleaning 
day. People 
dismantle last 
year’s decor, 
and pin up 
new Spring 
Festival 
pictures. 



Why do we pin the character 


By Miao Yajie 

Spring Festival couplets, pictures, 
and the character for good fortune 
(4M&, ) are the three main 

house decorations during the coming 
holiday. And as many may have no- 
ticed, the Chinese pin the character 
for good fortune, fu (fi), upside down. 
This custom comes along with its own 
history dating back to the beginning 
of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). 

It is said that the first Ming em- 
peror Zhu Yuanzhang wanted to kill 
one of his people. He put a the char- 
acter on the man’s door as a 


secret mark. In order 
to save the person 
from being killed, 
the kind-hearted 
Empress Ma 
ordered all 
the city 
residents to 
pin up on 
their doors before 
dawn. No one dared 
to offend the empress 
so next morning the char- 
acter fi? appeared on every 
door in the city. There was one 


T# upside down? 


family who were illit- 
erate, so unexpected- 
ly they stuck fi? 
upside down. The 
second day, 
the impe- 
rial guards 
headed for 
the target fam- 
ily, and found 
that there was a 
mark on every door, 
among which even an up- 
side down one. Emperor Zhu 
Yuanzhang was furious when he 


heard what had happened, and or- 
dered the guards to execute the entire 
family. In order to cool the emperor 
down, Empress Ma said, “The family 
knew you were going to visit them to- 
day, so they intentionally pinned 
upside down, doesn’t this mean that 
good fortune has arrived?” The emper- 
or thought what the empress said was 
reasonable, so he cancelled the death 
order, and a disaster was prevented. 

Since then, people have begun to 
pin the character upside down, for 
good luck and to commemorate Em- 
press Ma. 
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A traditional Spring Festival picture 


Bring in New Year 
with a Bang 


By Qi Shou 

Spring Festival ) , as its 
name implies, celebrates the 
coming of spring. The annual 
harvest celebration held in the 
Zhou Dynasty (1121-771BC), 
though in November of the lu- 
nar calendar, was considered the 
origin of the Spring Festival. 

Celebrating Spring Festival 
on January 1 of the lunar 
calendar started from the West- 
ern Han Dynasty (206BC-24AD). 
January 1 was called New Year 
at that time. After 1911, 
China adapted the Gregorian 
Calendar, which makes two New 
Years in one year quite compli- 
cated. The New Year on the lu- 
nar calendar then changed to be 
called the Spring Festival ever 
since. 

As to why Spring Festival is 
also called (guonian)’ the 
most popular story highlights 
the custom of setting off fire- 
crackers. 

In ancient times, a monster 
called ‘^(nian)’ came to villages 
to eat people on every lunar 
New Year’s Eve. People tried ev- 
ery trick in the book, but still 
couldn’t kill the monster. The 
only possible way of survival was 
to head for the mountains to es- 
cape nian. One New Year’s Eve, 
when everybody was hurrying to 
get away, an old man with a long 
white beard showed up in the 
village. He asked to stay in the 
village for a night and drive the 
monster away. 

The villagers tried to talk him 
out of it, but failed, and left the 
old man alone in the village. 

At midnight, the monster nian 
arrived in the village, he found 
one house was brightly lit up. 
When he rushed towards the 
gate of the house, a sudden, vi- 
olent crackling broke out. Nian 
was scared to death. Because the 
color red, fire and crackling were 
the three things the monster 
was most scared of. The monster 
ran away and never came back. 
But the custom keeps going year 
after year. 



Where do Those Animals Come from? 


By Jian Hu 

Many different opinions as to the or- 
igin of the Chinese zodiac animals cir- 
culate up and down history. Some think 
the zodiac animals share the same ori- 
gin with the twelve Earthly Branches, 
which possibly date back to the pre- 
history era. Others think they originat- 
ed from nomadic tribes in the north. 
Some even think that the twelve ani- 
mals were imported from ancient Baby- 
lon. However, many people may agree 
with the following hypothesis: that the 
animals stemmed from the ancient Chi- 
nese worship for animals, from the 
totem, and the early knowledge of as- 
tronomy. 

The earliest record of the symbolic 
animals was found in the Book of 
Songs( «t%&» ). In the Eastern Han 
Dynasty (25-220AD), Wang Chong’s 
book, the names and the order of 
the twelve animals were already the 
same with what we have nowadays. 
In the Northern and Southern Dynas- 
ties (420-589), there was a poem writ- 
ten about the symbolic animals, proving 
that at that time people were familiar 
with them. The choice of the twelve ani- 
mals is connected closely with the daily 
and social life of the people of the Han 
nationality. 

The twelve animals can be divided 
into three categories: one is the six 
tamed animals, ox, sheep, horse, hog, 
dog, and cock that were tamed for eco- 
nomic and other reasons, and that oc- 
cupy half of the total number. The ‘six 
domestic animals’ is an important con- 
cept in ancient agriculture. In the tra- 
ditional Chinese mind, that ‘the six 
domestic animals are all thriving’ rep- 
resents that the family has a flourish- 
ing population, lucky and prosperous. 
It’s no wonder that the six animals be- 



came the symbolic animals. The second 
category is the wild animals that peo- 
ple were most familiar with. Tiger, rab- 
bit, monkey, rat and snake. Some were 
frightening, such as the tiger, snake; 
some were disgusting, such as the rat; 
some were beloved, such as the rabbit 
and monkey. The last category is the tra- 
ditional symbolic mascot, the dragon. 

What about their order? Experts 
have their academic explanations. While 
ordinary people are familiar with the 
following version: 

Once upon a time, Huang Di(^ 
^) wanted to choose twelve animals 
to serve as the imperial guards. The 
cat asked the rat to register for him, 
but the rat forgot, and the cat lost the 
chance, then the two became enemies 
ever since. The elephant came to com- 
pete, too, and the rat ran into his trunk 
and drove him away. The ox ranked the 
top among the rest of the animals, but 
the rat jumped onto the back of the ox, 
and the hog jeered at the rat. So at last, 
the rat became the champion, with the 
hog occupying last place. The tiger and 
the dragon refused to accept the order, 
so they were entitled as the ‘King of the 
mountain’ and the ‘King of the sea’, and 
were listed after the rat and the ox. The 
rabbit had a race with the dragon, and 
ran faster than the dragon. Then the 
dog was not happy, so he bit the rabbit, 
and as a punishment was listed second 
from last. After serious competition, the 
order of the snake, horse, sheep, and 
monkey was all settled. That’s what we 
have for now, as follows: 

Rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, 
horse, sheep, monkey, cock, dog, and hog. 

This year is the Year of the Horse, 
and wishing people have the spirit of 
the dragon and the horse are 

among the most popular greetings. 

£k 
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Zodiac animals in paper cut 


Money under 
Pillow Keeps 
Monster Away 

By Xuan Zhang 

On the Eve of Spring Fes- 
tival, every child receives gift 
moneys $ $0 from the elder 
members of the family. This 
tradition is said to have ap- 
peared for the first time in 
the Han Dynasty (206BC- 
220AD). They were present- 
ed in currency form, but were 
not circulated on the market. 
On one front side of the coin 
were usually inscribed lucky 
words and designs of dragon, 
phoenix, tortoise, snake, and 
twin fish, which had the func- 
tion of escaping evil. As to the 
origin of the gift money, the 
folklore goes like this: There 
was a monster named sui (^r). 
He came out every Spring Fes- 
tival Eve to stroke sleeping 
children’s heads. Those who 
were stroked would get high 
fever, and turn to a fool after 
the fever departed. People 
were afraid their kids would 
be hurt by the monster, so 
they stayed up the whole 
night with lights on. 

An old couple cherished 
their son very much, and so 
in order to keep him awake, 
the mother and father gave 
the kid eight bronze coins 
wrapped in red paper. The boy 
wrapped and unwrapped the 
coin package, and finally fell 
asleep with the package under 
his pillow. At midnight, the 
monster came: just when he 
was about to stroke the boy’s 
head, a light came out from 
under the pillow, which made 
the monster scream and ran 
away. The second day, people 
nearby heard about this, so 
they all followed and wrapped 
coins for their children, and 
since then the monster never 
returned. 

The custom still prevails, 
but with new trends. It is 
reported that many parents 
have bought the new Euro me- 
morial set as gift money for 
their children this year. 


February 6 

Paste the 
windows with 
Korean papers. 
This is an old 
custom from 
when many 
windows in a 
courtyard didn’t 
have glass 
windows. Also 
Spring Festival 
couplets, ?! 
character 
meaning good 
fortune, and 
paper-cuts will 
be pinned up 
on this day. 

February 11 

The Eve of 
Spring Festival. 
Family reunion. 
Banquet 
together. Have 
fun and stay 
up the whole 
night. In 
Chinese it’s 
called ‘Ff'g 
(shousui)’. At 
twelve o’clock 
midnight, eat 
dumplings 
(jiaozi) 
together. 

February 12 

lEmn- 

From the first 
day to the fifth 
day, people pay 
New Year calls 
to relatives, 
friends and 
colleagues, or 
to go to the 
temple fairs. 

February 13 

ie mn- 

Married 
daughter with 
husband and 
family spends 
the day with 
her parents. 

February 16 

jEmus: 

Traditionally, 
all stores will 
be open for 
business from 
this day on. 

February 26 

IEE+E 

The Lantern 
Festival. People 
eat sweet 
dumplings (jt 
pf). All kinds 
of lanterns will 
be hung around 
the main streets 
of the city. 
People go out 
to admire the 
lanterns and 
guess the 
riddles. The 
holiday season 
ends on the 
Lantern Festival 
day. 






jBIlMCTOMBf 

E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 



STORY 

it 



Singing Spring Festival to the Masses 


By Zhu Lin 

Gao Fuming, a 74-year- 
old Beijing opera perform- 
er spent Spring Festivals 
during the 1950s on the- 
atrical tours. They kept 
a tradition of performing 
around the country in the 
‘50s in a tour called the 
Spring Festival Salutation 
Concert to the Masses. 

“There were so few cul- 
tural activities in the 1950s and wherever 
we went, people were so excited,” Gao 
laughed, “Queues were much longer than 
you see nowadays.” In order to get a tick- 
et, some of the opera fans even brought a 



Guo and his 
in 1953 


bedroll with them to camp 
outside the box office the 
previous night. 

Chinese people at that 
time were not so open, 
and most likely they only 
expressed their happiness 
through rounds of hys- 
terical and drawn-out ap- 
plause. 

The tour went to facto- 
ries, farms and army bar- 
racks, and after each performance, they 
would be treated to a meal. Among these, 
Gao’s favorite place was the army. “Be- 
cause the meal offered by the army was 
enough to fill my stomach.” The dishes 


wife married 


were served in huge basins, as big as the 
water basins in Beijing markets today. 
There were three basins of dishes each 
meal and the best one was stewed pork in 
large cubes. “We didn’t mind whether the 
pork was fat or lean, “Gao said, “Not like 
the picky people of today!” 

Another interesting story about pork 
came back to Gao’s memory. In 1950, 
Gao’s opera theater staged the opera Long 
March in Beijing and enjoyed a great suc- 
cess. Xiao Hua, Director of the General Po- 
litical Department of China PLA at that 
time was very satisfied with the perfor- 
mance. “You will be rewarded 250 kg of 
pork!” he promised in his strong Sichuan 
accent. 


1960s Recalling Spring Festival Separation 


By Xiao Xia 

Spring Festival is abso- 
lutely the most sacred time 
of year for family reunion 
in China. Wang Yinjia was 
forced to spend this most 
important of family cele- 
brations away from home 
in 1964 during a winter 
that changed his life. 

“My mother was arrest- 
ed on December 26, 1964 
under the name of An- 
ti-Revolution without any 
warning,” recalled Wang. His family was 
attacked by a sudden political storm. 



Wang Yinjia (Center in 
front) with his class- 
mates in 1962 


Wang’s mother, a high- 
ranking government offi- 
cial was thrown into prison 
without trial or even an ar- 
rest warrant. At the time 
Wang was a college stu- 
dent of the China Central 
Institute of Fine Arts. 

“It was my grandmoth- 
er who came to inform me 
of the news,” Wang said. He 
still clearly remembered 
two men in blue coats fol- 
lowing his grandmother to 
the gate of the institute. The grand- 
mother warned the young man not to go 


back for Spring Festival because their 
home was under supervision. 

Wang Yinjia had to spend his first 
Spring Festival at college away from his 
family. “Though our family was not well 
off financially, Spring Festival was the 
same as in other families, happy and 
united.” Although the separation was 
heart breaking, Wang still kept strong 
faith. “I believed in my mother and I 
knew her personality,” Wang said firmly. 

It was when Deng Xiaoping came 
back to the government 11 years later, 
that Wang’s mother regained her free- 
dom. Mother and son were finally re- 
united. 



Fm Going to College! 


By Zhu Lin 

Liu Xuehong spent the 
1978 Spring Festival waiting 
for her admission note to 
Beijing University. In Decem- 
ber 1977, ten million Chinese . 
took part in the first College 
Entrance Test that had been 
suspended for ten years dur- 
ing the Cultural Revolution. 
Now 45 years old, Liu was 
one of them. 

Liu finished high school 
in 1975 and went to work 
at Miyun, in the outskirts of 
Beijing. The news about the 
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revival of the College En- 
trance Test was announced 
in October and she de- 
cided to try. But most of 
her friends and relatives 
didn’t take it seriously. 
“Who knows whether or 
not you can make it! It’s 
been ten years after all.” 
Finally she could no lon- 
ger spare any time for 
them. She got her mother 
to lock the door from the 
outside and she ignored 

Liu’s exam admission card any knocking. 

in 1977 Her anxiety vanished 
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with a gift from heaven. One evening in 
Januaiy, her father handed her a newspa- 
per when she was reading at home. “Is it 
you?” he asked. She then saw her name and 
“During This Revolutionaiy Year”, her ar- 
ticle written for the Chinese examination. 
It was published in the People’s Daily. 

During the Spring Festival, when her 
family members, friends and neighbors 
got together, she became the hottest topic. 
“Everybody living in the yard knew about 
my story!” Liu laughed. 

In March 1978, she walked into the 
place she had so longed for - the Journal- 
ism Program in the Chinese Department 
of Beijing University. 



A Prosperous New Year 


By Shi Xinyu 

The 1980s were a period full of oppor- 
tunities. The greatest benefit of that time 
was the opportunity to choose a job, rath- 
er than taking the ones allotted to us. 

So begins Li Shiqiang, a 55-year-old 
man who resigned from a factory in 1984 
and ran a private bookstore in 1988 to- 
gether with his wife who also quit her job 
in 1985. 

The couple says the eve of the 1988 
Spring Festival is indelible in their mem- 
ories. 

‘We even did not notice that day was 
Spring Festival eve,” said Liu Yuansheng, 
the wife, ‘We planned to open the book- 
store the following May, and we were 
quite busy renovating the old house at 


that time. I remember 
that day’s work was 
to brush down the in- 
ner walls. Lao Li and 
I and several friends, 
altogether about ten 
people, began in the 
very early morning. 

After all the work was 
finished, we all sat on 
the floor, too tired to 
say a word. It was 
late and we had eat- 
en nothing the whole day. Suddenly, the 
sound of firecrackers burst out loudly out- 
side. One friend looked at his watch and 
said to us in a soft tone: Good luck to your 
bookstore in the dragon year.” 



Li and his wife in their bookstore 

Photo by Zhuang Jian 


“All our friends 
said encouraging 
words to us at that 
moment,” Li Shiqiang 
continues, “That made 
Lao Liu and I feel 
quite warm. You know, 
at that time it was an 
adventure to give up 
our jobs because we 
would lose all the wel- 
fare that would guar- 
antee a ‘safe’ life.” 
After the working Spring Festival, Li 
and Liu’s bookstore opened on time in 
May 1988 and has successfully run up 
to now. “We just grasped the chance,” Li 
concludes. 
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A Lonely Spring Festival 



Photo hy Zhuang Jian 

By Zhao Pu 

Migrant labor from the countryside 
has been pouring into big cities over the 
past decade, making the immigrant pop- 
ulation in cities like Beijing and Shang- 
hai snowball. Most of them probably 
have stories of spending Spring Festival 
alone in the big cities away from their 
families, both happy and sad. 


Xiao Xiao, one of China’s top flash- 
makers, aged 25, experienced a ‘forlorn’ 
Spring Festival in Beijing in 1999. The 
young talented designer came to Beijing 
five years ago from his home in Jilin 
province, northeast China, as a gold dig- 
ger cherishing a dream for animation 
design. 

“That was a hard time in my life, I 
lost my job and was broken. I couldn’t af- 
ford to buy a train ticket back home for 
the lunar New Year,” Xiao Xiao recalled. 
He was fired by his Taiwanese boss in 
Beijing in the summer of 1998, and the 
following six months were destitute until 
he found the second job in 1999. 

“There was only 200 yuan left in my 
pocket on the eve of the Spring Festival. 
I phoned my parents at home and told 
them that I didn’t want to return for the 
festival, and kept my embarrassing sit- 


uation from them,” he smiled recalling 
his first Chinese New Year away from 
home. 

He stayed in his small room in the 
north suburbs of Beijing, listening to the 
firecrackers outside and playing com- 
puter games all night. “The New Year’s 
eve dinner was mutton hot pot,” he re- 
membered his first Spring Festival with- 
out dumplings. 

That Spring Festival in 1999 was a 
turning point in his life. Since then, 
Beijing has been treating him better 
and better. He found a new job several 
days after the festival and has been go- 
ing from strength to strength in his de- 
sign career ever since. 

That must be the loneliest Spring 
Festival in his life. He concludes, “may- 
be there will be some more in the future, 
who knows?” 
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February 14 1957, 10,000 soldiers, workers, peas-- m 
.Mnt§.--and students were dancing at the Spring 
- Festival Party in the Ancestral Temple to the 
north of the Tian’anmen Square . 

In the first decade after 1949, army played an im- 
portant role in social life . Photo by ShiPanqi 


February 5 1962, a peasant family was making 
dumplings on the Chinese lunar New Year at 
home in Haidian District . 

The five characters on the red banner on the wall: 
j? , literally means 6 long live the general 

line 9 . 

The decade of 1960s was a time of frequent po- 
litical movements . Political sense penetrated into 
the daily life of the public . Photo by Liu Qingrui 


Children 

happily 

choosing fancy ■ j, 
lanterns at a h- 
Spring Festival ] 
.temple fair in 
Nanjing . 

Social ^ 

fortune stepped I 
into a fast 
accumulating j "f 
period. People j 
enjoyed life in ^ ? 
90s. 

Photo by .r- 
Chaijijun 


February 17, 1985, Hongkong actress Lisa Wong 
in the rehearsal for the CCTV Spring Festival 
Party, in the Beijing Worker’s Stadium. 

China became more and more opened in the 80s 
both in the social and in the moral way. 

Lisa Wong was the first Hong Kong actress invit- 
ed to the CCTV party. 

Photo by Huang Jingda 




January 29 
1974, people 
bustling in the 
Spring Festival 
Flower Market 
in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong 
province in_^ 
south Chinc^^ 
Life was 
getting better 
at the end of 
the Cultural 
Revolution 
(1966-1976). 

Xinhua Photo 


Focus the Spring Festival 
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Australia 

Short Message from 
Down Under 

Due to an extremely heavy work- 
load, Australian ambassador David 
Irvine was not available for an inter- 
view with Beijing Today. However, he 
did take the time to write the follow- 
ing Spring Festival greeting to our 
readers. 

“As we enter the Year of the Horse, 
the relationship between the peoples 
of China and Australia continues to 
strengthen. 

Interest among Chinese in Austra- 
lia has never been greater, particu- 
larly in the wake of the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games. Chinese tourism to 
Australia is booming, and young Chi- 
nese continue to flock to Australia. 

Australians are also increasingly 
recognizing the importance of China, 
both as a partner for Australia and 
as a major power in the region. An 
increasing number of Australians are 
choosing to study Mandarin as one 
of the key international languages of 
the 21st century, and many are com- 
ing to visit or work in China - about a 
quarter of a million last year. 

Australians also value the impor- 
tant contribution made to Australia’s 
multicultural society by our Chi- 
nese-Australian community, and more 
and more Australians of diverse 
backgrounds enthusiastically join in 
celebrations of Spring Festival in Aus- 
tralia. 

I would like to wish the Chinese 
people and our many Australian col- 
leagues who live here and contribute 
daily to the strength of the bilateral 
relationship a very happy and pros- 
perous Year of the Horse.” 

By Shi Xinyu 


Afghanistan 

Busy Counselor Wishes 
China, Afghanistan Peace 

Counselor Abdul Basir Hotak of 
the Islamic State of Afghanistan has 
a hectic workload as the Spring Festi- 
val draws near. 

“Since Afghanistan has just begun 
its reconstruction, I have a lot of work 
to do over the holiday. However I hope 
to spare some time to visit the Sum- 
mer Palace and the Great Wall,” he 
said. 

“The Afghan community in Beijing 
is very small, only nine people includ- 
ing myself and my secretary. Some 
are studying here while others are 
running businesses. On the occasion 
of the Chinese New Year, I would like 
to wish them a happy and successful 
year,” he said. 

Actually, the Afghan people cel- 
ebrate their New Year, called 
“Nawroze”, in a similar way to the 
Chinese, on March 21, he told Beijing 
Today. According to Afghan tradition, 
it is a one-day holiday, but the cele- 
bration would last for a week before 
the holiday. People cook a traditional 
vegetable dish, visit exhibitions and 
play buzkashi, a traditional game 
with similarities to polo, involving two 
teams of horsemen and a calf, as well 
as following the ancient tradition of 
praying for rain in the coming year. 
Visitors are met with gifts of fruit and 
the greeting “Wishing you a fruitful, 
successful and happy New Year”. 

At the end of the interview, the 
counselor wrote down his wishes to 
all the Afghan and Chinese people: 

“Wishing peace and stability in Af- 
ghanistan and strengthening further 
the good relations that already exists 
between the Chinese and Afghan peo- 
ple.” By Shan Jinliang 


Made in China Is Good 

“Heartfelt congratulations to our 
Chinese friends, with happiness and 
prosperity in the Year of Horse,” are 
the wishes from the Ambassador of 
the Republic of Austria Erich Butten- 
hauser to Beijing Today ’ s readers on a 
sunny winter’s morning in the city. 

Ambassador Buttenhauser first 
came to China 26 years ago, as First 
Secretary from the country of music. 
He describes Beijing as a peaceful 
and elegant city, saying “I have known 
this city for 26 years and seen how 
it has developed.” He especially loves 
the ancient aspects of Beijing, includ- 
ing Houhai Lake, the hutongs and the 
Temple of Heaven Park. 

Besides mentioning the success- 
ful cultural and economic exchanges 
between the two countries, Ambassa- 
dor Buttenhauser especially stresses 
those between youngsters. “Anything 
concerning young people is of the ut- 
most importance, because they are 
the decision makers of tomorrow.” 

Architecture, museums and mar- 
kets are the ambassador’s recommen- 
dation of items of interest to Beijing 
Today readers. “Beijing is full of nice 
museums. You should show them to 
the public.” 

At the end of the interview, Ambas- 
sador Buttenhauser expressed deep 
interest in the reporter’s digital re- 
corder. He even asked his secretary to 
get one for the embassy. After finding 
that China, Japan and Korea all pro- 
duce them, comes the answer, “Made 
in China is good!” By Zhang Xiaoxia 




Bulgaria 


Photos by Jackey / Lily / 
Chen Shuyi / Qu Liyan 


China is Amazing 

Bulgarian Ambassador Dimitar Tz- 
vetanov Tzanev, a Ph.D. in modern 
history, describes Beijing as one of the 
world’s leading cities in terms of poli- 
tics, economics and science. 

He has great respect for the Chi- 
nese people, who hold big family gath- 
erings during the Spring Festival and 
admires those who travel thousands 
of kilometers to go home for the fam- 
ily reunion. 

Ambassador Tzanev says he is 
amazed by the fantastic speed of de- 
velopment made by the Beijing gov- 
ernment and is confident that with 
China’s recent WTO entry and the 
holding of the 2008 Olympics, Beijing 
will see even more progress. The am- 
bassador wishes the Bulgarian com- 
munity here and all Beijingers to 
share the happiness of the coming fes- 
tival. He strongly encourages Bulgar- 
ians in Beijing to join local families to 
celebrate the Spring Festival. 

By Wang Dandan 




Canada 


Enjoy Day, Together 

Canadian Ambassador Joseph 
Caron flew back to his homeland yes- 
terday morning. Before leaving, he 
wrote a message to the readers of 
Beijing Today. 

“On the Eve of the Chinese New 
Year, I would like to wish everyone liv- 
ing in Beijing a wonderful New Year! 
May the Year of the Horse bring each 
and everyone of you health and pros- 
perity. As ambassador to China, I hope 
that the Sino-Canadian fine relation- 
ship becomes even closer and richer 
in the year 2002. Becoming involved 
in the New Year festivities is one of 
the ways of getting to know each oth- 
er better. 

Many Canadians now live in 
Beijing and I’m sure that a number of 
them will be staying in Beijing dur- 
ing the 10-day festival. Some will visit 
their friends and some will go to the 
festivals at the Temple of the Earth or 
the Temple of the White Cloud. There 
are diverse cultural activities to par- 
ticipate in and something for every- 
one, young and old, Chinese as well as 
foreigners. 

So, let’s all enjoy it together! Hap- 
py New Year, everyone!” 

By Yang Xiao 


Cuba 

Eat Jiaozi with Old Friends 

Sitting in the Cuban Embassy VIP 
room, Ambassador Alberto Rodriguez 
Arufe chats about Beijing snacks. Am- 
bassador Arufe works very long hours, 
but if he has time, Beijing roast 
duck from around Qianmen is his top 
choice. 

“I have lived here for more than two 
years. There are so many restaurants 
in Beijing. Even if I try one each day, 
I could never try them all. I think the 
roast duck is my favorite.” 

As his Chinese is not fluent, the am- 
bassador often carries a special menu 
in his pocket. The menu lists his favor- 
ite dishes, in Spanish, Chinese charac- 
ters and pinyin. When ordering food, 
he often reads Spanish, and then spells 
Chinese. If the waiter does not under- 
stand his Cuban Chinese, he will show 
the Chinese characters. 

In accordance with Chinese tradi- 
tion, the Cuban Embassy will close dur- 
ing Spring Festival. “There are about 
10 Cuban students studying in Beijing. 
We will invite all of them to have jiaozi 
during the holiday. Cubans like jiaozi 
very much! I like pork filling, and my 
wife likes vegetarian.” 

The ambassador hopes to see even 
closer Sino-Cuban cultural relations. 
The embassy will hold a series of cul- 
tural exchange activities in the near 
future, and he revealed that by the end 
of this year, the first Cuban cigar de- 
partment store will open in Beijing. 
Also a multi-functional cultural ex- 
change center, including arts and spe- 
cialty facilities and snack food will 
open here in two years’ time. 

By Yang Xiao 
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Belgium 

Historian Ambassador: 

China No Going Back 

“The Tang and Song Dynasties 
reached the highest level of civiliza- 
tion in Chinese history. Do you know 
why? Because of the free trade with 
the rest of the world.” 

For Belgian ambassador Johan 
Maricou, Chinese history is a favorite 
topic. 

“The reason that China develops 
so rapidly in these recent 20 years is 
due to the opening up policy made in 
1979. China was poor 20 years ago, 
but there’s no going back now. I do be- 
lieve China will have a very prosper- 
ous future.” 

The ambassador is fascinated with 
Chinese temple culture. “I have been 
to Wu Tai Mountain five times. I trav- 
el a lot around China and often visit 
those old temples in Beijing, such as 
Tanzhe, Jietai and the Lama Temple.” 
When he has time, he likes to bicycle 
around Beijing’s old hutongs. “At that 
time, nobody knows I am an ambas- 
sador,” he said. 

Mentioning that the coming year 
is the Year of the Horse, the ambassa- 
dor said, “The horse is a hard-working 
animal, I wish everybody - work hard 
and all the best in this great year.” 

Talking about Belgium and the 
Beijing 2008 Olympics, Ambassador 
Maricou said with a smile, “Jacques 
Rogge is an international person, but 
of course he is Belgian. Whatever we 
can contribute to the great Olympics, 
I’m sure the Chinese and Belgian gov- 
ernments and peoples will have an 
even more stable communication and 
cooperation.” By Li Dan 



Chile 


Scholar Ambassador: 

Do Not Drink Too Much 

Chilean Ambassador Benny Pol- 
lack is a gentleman with a black beard 
and a mustache. With his sagacious 
eyes hidden behind a pair of glasses, 
he seems more like a scholar than an 
ambassador. 

Although he has only lived here 
for several months, the ambassador 
expresses his love for this country, 
a country full of vigor and energy, 
and developing at a rapid pace. Asked 
about his impression of the Chinese 
people, he highly compliments them 
as being very friendly, saying he is of- 
ten warmly greeted by strangers on 
the street. 

A Ph.D. in politics, the ambassador 
holds the title of Emeritus Professor, 
bestowed upon him by the University 
of Liverpool, where he used to teach. 
He is also interested in future contacts 
with the Beijing academic world, as he 
has a deep interest in Chinese culture. 

As for his wishes to the Chilean 
community and Beijingers, Ambassa- 
dor Pollack wishes them all a happy 
Spring Festival and reminds every- 
one: Don’t drink too much! 

By Wang Dandan 
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Denmark 

Heard About Spring Festival 
as Child 

Ole Lonsmann Poulsen, ambassa- 
dor, Royal Danish Embassy, said he 
first learnt about China’s lunar New 
Year’s Day, the Spring Festival as a 
child, “I heard about it from the press, 
because there were not so many Chi- 
nese living in Denmark at that time.” 

Ambassador Ole Lonsmann Poulsen 
assumed his new assignment as ambas- 
sador in Beijing last September. But he 
said he had settled in well and adjusted 
to the way of life here. 

“I visited China in 1985, 1989 and 
1996. So far as I know, Beijing has 
changed a lot and is rapidly turning 
into an international modernized city. 
And definitely, I am very glad to spend 
my first Spring Festival in Beijing.” 

Asked to send greetings to Chinese 
people and his Danish compatriots in 
China, the ambassador told our re- 
porter that currently, 1,200 Danish 
were working, studying and living in 
China. 

“I want to tell my fellow country- 
men: what you are doing here is a 
worthy investment in your future, to 
bilateral relations, no matter whether 
you are doing business or studying.” 

“All of you can act as a bridge 
between our two countries and peo- 
ples.” 

Finally, at the request of our report- 
er, Ambassador Poulsen learnt how to 
present greetings to others during the 
Spring Festival, as shown in the pic- 
ture. 

“Gong Xi Fa Cai!” 

By Zhao Hongyi 
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Greece 

Olympic Wishes to Beijing 

With a dark traditional Chinese tu- 
nic suit, Ambassador Joannis Theoph- 
anopoulos of Greece, walked into his 
Chinese style parlor with a handsome 
smile. 

“Is my dress good or not?” was his 
first utterance to the Beijing Today 
reporter. In his hand was a small note 
with two Chinese traditional greet- 
ings for Spring Festival. 

“To our Chinese friends, I wish ‘Bai 
Zao Nian’ for the New Year of the 
Horse,” said the ambassador serious- 
ly, though not completely accurate in 
pronunciation. 

This year will be the first time 
for Ambassador Theophanopoulos to 
spend the Spring Festival here in 
Beijing. “My wife and my eldest daugh- 
ter will go to Germany, but I will stay 
here with the two other younger chil- 
dren.” 

The ambassador knows exactly 
how long he has stayed in Beijing. 
“It’s two years, eight months and sev- 
en days. If you like something, you 
will remember it accurately.” 

The ambassador said he was con- 
fident that Beijing would hold a suc- 
cessful Olympic Games. “I’m deeply 
impressed by the great changes that 
have happened in Beijing in the past 
two years. Besides, you have more 
time to prepare,” encouraged Ambas- 
sador Theophanopoulos. 

By Xiao Rong 




Egypt, China Witness Broad 
Prospects for Cooperation 

“Welcome to our embassy,” said Aly 
Houssam El-Din El-Hefny, Egyptian 
ambassador when he appeared in the 
reception parlor designed with tradi- 
tional Egyptian features. 

Ambassador El-Hefny said he had 
already fallen in love with Beijing 
even though he just took office four 
months ago. Also as Egyptian ambas- 
sador to Mongolia, Ambassador El- 
Hefny chooses to reside permanently 
in Beijing. “The city is very advanced, 
like New York, Tokyo, Los Angeles. 
My wife and three daughters all like 
Beijing very much.” 

The President of Egypt H.E. Mo- 
hamed Hosni Mubarak just visited 
China in January 2002, his eighth 
visit to the country. “Truly a resolute 
confirmation to the magnitude of our 
relations.” Ambassador El-Hefny also 
predicted that there would be great 
progress in economic and trade coop- 
eration between Egypt and China in 
the near future. 

Ambassador El-Hefny maintains 
that since both Egypt and China have 
a long history, splendid culture and 
many historical sites and places of 
interest, therefore the two countries 
boast good conditions for the develop- 
ment of tourism. 

Before finishing the interview, Am- 
bassador El-Hefny asked Beijing To- 
day to convey his sincere and heartfelt 
greetings to all Chinese people first, 
and specially the Beijingers with whom 
he lives and works closely with, and 
holds in high esteem. “It’s the year of 
the horse, which means good luck. May 
all those who are seeking new opportu- 
nities and beginnings share this luck.” 
By Sun Ming 



Indonesia 

Strengthen Economic 
Cooperation with China 

Aa Kustia, the Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Indonesia, served in 
the Indonesian navy as a rear admi- 
ral for many years. However, when 
he showed up in his embassy’s recep- 
tion room, dressed in a very smart 
gray suit, he displayed no trace of a 
military career. When I told him so, 
Ambassador Kustia laughed and said, 
“Thank you. Then I’m a good actor.” 

“I’m happy. When I was appointed 
ambassador last June, the relation- 
ship between China and Indonesia 
was very beautiful, like a honeymoon, 
you know,” said Ambassador Kustia. 

Since Chinese lunar new year is 
also a national holiday in Indonesia, 
Ambassador Kustia also used to re- 
ceive gift money (>3L 4%) from the el- 

der Chinese relations of his family 
when he was a boy. Besides, the In- 
donesian-Chinese used to give Spring 
Festival cakes to their neighbors 
and relatives, a delicacy he hasn’t 
found anywhere in Beijing. “Maybe 
because the Indonesian-Chinese are 
from around Fujian or Guangdong,” 
he said. 

This first Spring Festival in Beijing 
is going to be different, however, as 
he enjoys the hospitality of Beijingers 
and the food here. 

“Gong Xi Fa Cai!” he says to every- 
one in Beijing. 

By Miao Yajie 
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Finland 

5.000 More Visas Issued 

Benjamin Bassin, ambassador of 
Finland, said he was very much look- 
ing forward to celebrating the 2002 
Spring Festival with Chinese friends, 
the first Spring Festival he would cel- 
ebrate in China. He said that he was 
happy to see that the relationship be- 
tween Finland and China was excel- 
lent and had no problems; his only job 
was to keep it. 

He revealed that the embassy had 
issued 12,000 visas for Chinese appli- 
cants last year, while the number was 

7.000 the year before. He was very 
pleased with the trend and hoped that 
group tours between the two counties 
would become possible in the near fu- 
ture after negotiation with the Chi- 
nese government. 

The ambassador was satisfied with 
Finland’s presence in China’s econom- 
ic construction. Finland’s exports to 
China amounted to $2 billion in 2001, 
and there are about 150 Finnish com- 
panies now investing in China. 

He also said that 50 years ago 
in the Helsinki Olympic Games, the 
People’s Republic of China returned 
to the international Olympic stage. In 
2008, Finland hopes to cooperate with 
China in environmental protection 
and communication for the Beijing 
Olympic Games. 

By Jiang Zhong 
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India 

Festive Time for Us Too 

“At present when Chinese people 
are welcoming the Spring Festival, In- 
dia is also celebrating many festivals 
as well,” said Shivshankar Menon, 
ambassador to China of the Republic 
of India. 

Ambassador Menon will celebrate 
his eighth Chinese New Year with his 
wife Mohini Menon this year. He de- 
livered a sincere greeting to both the 
Chinese people and Indian people for 
a happy and prosperous new year. 

“I understand that Spring Festival 
is a time for Chinese people to enjoy 
family reunions and special food, 
which people in India do as well 
at some Indian festivals,” said the 
ambassador. The 52-year-old Indian 
ambassador has spent seven Spring 
Festivals with his family and Chinese 
friends in Beijing. 

Ambassador Menon explained that 
many Indian festivals occurred in Jan- 
uary and February. There is also a 
Spring Festival in India in February, 
which is celebrated by the Indian peo- 
ple in welcoming the spring. “It’s also 
an important festival in India, though 
it doesn’t indicate the Indian New 
Year as the Chinese Spring Festival 
does in China.” 

The ambassador is very fond of 
Chinese food, “The first thing our 
Chinese teacher in India taught us 
was to make dumplings years ago.” 
Though there are many popular Chi- 
nese restaurants in Delhi, he’s still 
fascinated by the genuine Chinese 
dishes in Beijing. When asked about 
his favorite dish, he cited “dough 
twists instead of roast duck 

or Gong Bao chicken. 

By Zhao Pu 
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Sino-UK Relations Cover 
Broad Range 

Ambassador of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, Sir Anthony Galsworthy left 
Beijing a few days ago at the end of his 
tour of duty, and has now retired from 
the Diplomatic Service. On his behalf 
British embassy spokesman Alex Pin- 
field passed on their very best wishes 
to Beijing Today and all its readers 
on the occasion of the Spring Festi- 
val. Following is the greeting from the 
ambassador: 

“I would like to pass on my very 
best wishes to Beijing Today and all 
its readers on the occasion of the 
Spring Festival. It is a festival that 
I have enjoyed very much over the 
years that I have been in China. It 
is a wonderful chance to meet some 
of my Chinese friends and colleagues 
in a less formal way, and for me to 
understand a bit more about the fine 
traditions that China has. 

Relations between the UK and Chi- 
na are strong across a broad range of 
political, commercial and cultural ar- 
eas. There are increasing numbers of 
visitors traveling between China and 
the UK, and not just at a senior gov- 
ernment level. Whether they are trav- 
eling to study, do business, or just to 
have a holiday, more and more people 
of all sorts want to take advantage of 
the best our countries have to offer. I 
am sure this exchange will increase 
even further during the new year. 




w 

Italy 


Spring Festival is Time 
to Enjoy Life 

The ambassador of Italy, Paolo Bru- 
ni, extended his greetings to Italians 
in Beijing and Chinese people, while 
also allowing a glimpse at some splen- 
did Italian art. 

The ambassador of Italy is a man 
of taste and poise. “Spring Festival is 
a good chance for people to get togeth- 
er, to enjoy life. There are about 500 
Italians in Beijing. Travelers enjoy ex- 
ploring China. ” 

The ambassador’s residence is 
something like a museum, where 
paintings, antiques, and furniture are 
presented, mostly from 1500 to 1900. 
The displayed items come from var- 
ious countries, including traditional 
furniture from China. One can see im- 
mediately that he takes an active in- 
terest in the arts. He often goes to 
Qianmen Theater to watch Beijing 
Opera. 

“There is a something quite simi- 
lar to Chinese jiaozi in Italy with var- 
ious fillings of vegetables and meat”. 

“Maybe I will get together with 
my friends during the Spring Festival 
Holiday.” 

By Jiao Pei 



Photos by Jackey /Zhuang Jian / Lily / 
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Malaysia 

Enjoying Beijing Winter Soup 

The ambassador of Malaysia ex- 
tends his Spring Festival greetings 
to his compatriots and the people of 
Beijing as the 2002 Spring Festival 
draws near. 

The ambassador of Malaysia, Dato’ 
A.K. Majid, has spent altogether eight 
years in Beijing, and came with fond 
memories of the city as he spent his 
honeymoon here in 1980. He became 
ambassador in 1998. 

“Last year was very successful for 
China. China made great achieve- 
ments, such as the successful bid for 
the 2008 Olympics, and entry into 
WTO. I hope that this year, the horse 
year, China will improve its economy 
and people’s living standards. China 
will develop faster over the next six 
years between 2002 to 2008 in prepa- 
ration for the Olympics.” 

“Malaysians also celebrate the 
Spring Festival, because it is the 
greatest festival for the local Chinese. 
We celebrate it in the same way as 
China does. People have family re- 
unions, make food, and visit relatives 
and friends during the holiday.” 

The ambassador’s favorite Chinese 
food is soup. “Drinking soup is just 
right in winter, I like almost all kinds 
of soups.” The ambassador’s wife and 
five children are all in Beijing, and 
are enjoying life here. 

He likes to play golf in Beijing, the 
most popular sport in Malaysia. He 
has also made lots of Chinese friends 
here. Maybe he will collect some horse 
paintings in the horse year! 

By Jiao Pei 
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Mexico 

Local Ambassador 

Before the reporter met Sergio Ley 
Lopez, the ambassador of Mexico, she was 
told by the ambassador of Chile that Am- 
bassador Lopez can speak Chinese. And 
apart from that, his father is a Chinese. 

Ambassador Lopez’s first visit to Chi- 
na was 18 years ago, in 1984, when re- 
form and opening up had just begun in 
China. Eighteen years later, Ambassador 
Lopez cannot believe his eyes at how rap- 
idly China has developed over the last 
two decades. 

“Only the embassy area remains the 
same”, said Ambassador Lopez, “Every- 
thing has totally changed! When I was 
here, Beijing only had the Second Ring 
Road, but now you are building the Fifth 
Ring Road!” 

Talking about the friendship between 
Mexico and China, Ambassador Lopez re- 
gards it as a long-lasting friendship. As 
early as in the 19th century, many Chi- 
nese emigrated to Mexico to take part in 
local development. 

Ambassador Lopez also likes collecting 
traditional furniture, and shows a great 
interest in Chinese culture. 

Ambassador Lopez wishes a happy 
Spring Festival to everybody. He also ex- 
tends the wish to his relatives in Guang- 
dong, where his father was bom, that the 
children should study hard. And he’d love 
it if they could all be future ambassadors. 

By WangDandan 
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Morocco 

We Share Family Values 

The horse is the symbol of health in 
Morocco. Mehdi Mimoun, the ambassa- 
dor of the Kingdom of Morocco wishes 
Moroccan and Chinese people could be 
as healthy as a horse in the Chinese 
Horse Year 2002. 

The 56-year-old ambassador is very 
busy this week, for the King of Morocco, 
Mohammed VI, is making his first state 
visit to China since he became king in 
1999. Even on the morning of our inter- 
view, Ambassador Mehdi has to meet a 
Moroccan delegation for the royal visit. 
But almost every half hour, he calls his 
secretary apologizing for being unable 
to be back at the scheduled time. 

He greatly values the resemblance 
between China and his country. “In Mo- 
roccan families, the old enjoy respect. 
We pay close attention to family ties. So 
it is in China.” 

He regards the role of father and 
mother in a Moroccan family as the 
same as in China. “ I do not mean that 
mother should take all the responsibil- 
ity of taking care of the children.” He 
suggests the mother arrange the chil- 
dren’s life as a whole, but that the father 
needs to be involved. “It’s just a kind of 
strategy, you know.” 

Ambassador Mehdi says he will be 
proud to help the Chinese men’s football 
team prepare for the World Cup and 
stage friendly football matches between 
Morocco and China, which will be the 
first in history. ‘We have football play- 
ers in the Chinese clubs. We are happy 
to provide some experts to China.” 

He also believes that he will come to 
Beijing in 2008 as a visitor to see the 
most wonderful Olympic Games ever in 
the world. By Su Wei 








Norway 


Netherlands 
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Beijingers Deserve Time for 
Celebration and Pleasure 

The ambassador of the Royal Neth- 
erlands Embassy to China Philip de 
Heer has returned home on business, 
and all the embassy staff are busy 
with Spring Festival activities and the 
30th Netherlands-Mongolia anniver- 
sary celebration, which is going to be 
held on March 6. Beijing Today’s in- 
terview was not able to take place 
as planned. However, a warm mes- 
sage from the Minister Plenipotentia- 
ry, Paul W. A. Schellekens, reached 
our hands yesterday morning: 

“In tune with the good relations that 
exist between the Netherlands and Chi- 
na, I want to send my best wishes for the 
Spring Festival to the people of Beijing 
through Beijing Today. 

The Beijing population is well 
known for its active and entrepre- 
neurial spirit and deserves a time for 
celebration and pleasure after a year 
of hard work. For us foreigners it is 
always interesting to see the prepara- 
tions for this typically Chinese holi- 
day and we like to savour the general 
atmosphere of joy. 

I will spend Chun Jie with my wife. 
If the weather permits, we might go 
skiing not far away from Beijing.” 

By Miao Yajie 



New Zealand 


‘Haere Mai’ to New Zealand 

Kept busy preparing for celebra- 
tory activities for New Zealand’s Wait- 
angi Day, which falls on February 6th 
since 1840, John McKinnon, ambas- 
sador of New Zealand gave his Spring 
Festival greetings through a letter to 
Beijingers, and New Zealanders in 
Beijing. 

“The Editor 

Beijing Today , 

On the occasion of Spring Festival 
and the beginning of the year of the 
horse I wish to convey to your readers 
and to the people of Beijing the best 
wishes of the government and people 
of New Zealand on this auspicious oc- 
casion. Many people from Beijing and 
from throughout China will be vis- 
iting New Zealand over the Spring 
Festival holiday period. In our Maori 
language we say to them ‘Haere Mai’, 
welcome. I am confident they will 
have a pleasant and relaxing time in 
our country and return refreshed in 
body and spirit. To all of you we wish 
you success in the new year, yi lu ping 
an, wan shi ru yi. 

John McKinnon 

Ambassador of New Zealand” 

By ShiXinyu 


‘Spring Festival Is a Time for 
Family Gatherings’ 

Norwegian ambassador Haakon B. 
Hjelde was well prepared for our 
Spring Festival interview. Sitting in 
his official residence in the embassy, 
the ambassador, with his elegance and 
professional diplomatic skills, freely 
chatted with our reporter on the topic 
of the Chinese Spring Festival. 

“I have stayed in Beijing as ambas- 
sador for two and half years. This is 
my third Spring Festival in China. 

“Beijing, to foreigners like us, is re- 
ally a place for relaxing. We enjoy the 
life here. Also Beijing is unique with 
its rich oriental culture and history.” 

Asked how he would spend his hol- 
idays in Beijing, Ambassador Hjelde 
told our reporter, “Our daughter will 
arrive in Beijing by the weekend. She 
is coming to Beijing specifically for the 
Spring Festival, which is a holiday for 
family gathering. 

“We’ll climb the Great Wall, go boat- 
ing on Kunming Lake in the Summer 
Palace, visit museums with contempo- 
rary arts, like sculptures created by 
young Chinese artists, because they 
represent creativity and new trends of 
China. 

“I would also like to present my 
Spring Festival greetings to the 500 
Chinese currently studying in Nor- 
way,” concluded the ambassador. 

By Zhao Hongyi 
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Nepal 


Greetings from 
across Himalayas 

Rajeshwar Acharya, ambassador of 
Nepal, is proud of the long history of his 
country and of the sound relationship be- 
tween China and Nepal. 

He cited many historical records and 
stories to prove that the relationship 
between the two countries could be 
regarded as an example of bilateral re- 
lationships around the world. He men- 
tioned the White Stupa housed in the 
Miaoying Temple in Beijing designed and 
constructed by Nepalese architect Ami- 
go in 1271 several times during the in- 
terview. He called it the symbol of the 
friendship between China and Nepal. He 
also emphasized that Nepal was one of 
the few countries that first set up a diplo- 
matic relationship with the People’s Re- 
public of China 50 years ago. 

Ambassador Achaiya enjoys living in 
Beijing very much, and often goes shop- 
ping with his wife. He bought most of 
the furniture in the embassy and his resi- 
dence himself. He especially loves Chinese 
garments, and has bought a couple of Chi- 
nese garments for his family members. 

He finally added that Nepal featured 
stunning landscapes and a large number 
of high mountains, among which eight 
were over 8,000 meters above sea level. 

Nepal is also home to many mag- 
nificent temples. Ambassador Acharya 
hopes that more and more Chinese trav- 
elers will choose Nepal as a travel desti- 
nation. 

By Jiang Zhong 




Greetings from Our Old Friend 

“I’ll stay with my family here in 
Beijing for Spring Festival. It’s nice for 
us to have a Chinese celebration,” said 
ambassador of Pakistan, Riaz Hus- 
sain Khokhar, as he spoke to Beijing 
Today in his embassy office furnished 
with ancient Chinese furniture. 

The friendship between his moth- 
erland and China is also something 
he treasures. “As ambassador of Paki- 
stan, a neighboring country, which has 
longstanding friendly relations and 
mutually beneficial cooperation with 
China, I am honored and delighted to 
share the joys of Spring Festival with 
the brotherly people of China.” 

Having been the ambassador of 
Pakistan to Bangladesh, India and the 
United States, Ambassador Khokhar 
described his responsibility of being 
the Pakistani ambassador to China as 
a great assignment. 

“For me, this is really the best as- 
signment. People here are friendly, re- 
ceptive and cooperative, which is very 
important to Pakistan. We really cher- 
ish China’s friendship. Every moment 
has been very enjoyable,” Ambassador 
Khokhar said with sincerity. 

Ambassador Khokhar joined in cel- 
ebrating with jubilant Chinese on 
the unforgettable night of July 13 
last year when he was in Tiananmen 
Square to share the high emotions of 
the city for its success in winning the 
Olympic bid. 

“I warmly congratulated the may- 
or of Beijing for winning the Olympic 
bid. We were also very happy that 
China has become a member of the 
WTO and qualified for the World Cup. 
It’s through many years of effort by 
China. You have every reason to be 
confident and proud of a more promis- 
ing 2002,” said Ambassador Khokhar. 

“I will stay in Beijing in the special 
holiday to see interesting and colorful 
things happening here,” Ambassador 
Khokhar said. 

By Xiao Rong 
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Poland 

Chinese Transformation from 
Polish Viewpoint 

Ksawery Burski, 64, has been the 
Polish ambassador to China since Jan- 
uary 2000. It seems Ambassador Bur- 
ski has been destined to be involved 
with China throughout his life, since 
he was a student at Beijing Universi- 
ty 45 years ago. 

Having spent some 10 years work- 
ing in China since 1962, Ambassador 
Burski has witnessed the tremendous 
transformations that have occurred in 
this country. “In the past, you just cel- 
ebrated new year once during a year. 
But now when you go to a restaurant, 
it seems that everybody is enjoying 
new year every day!” 

He believes China was very suc- 
cessful in the last year, in having a 
very high GDP growth. Having joined 
the World Trade Organization, there 
are now even more opportunities for 
international economic competition. 
Poland is also a member of the WTO, 
and wants to strengthen its cultural, 
economic and trade relations with 
China. 

Ambassador Burski often goes to 
bookstores in Beijing, since reading is 
one of his favorite hobbies. Being flu- 
ent in Chinese, he has read some Chi- 
nese books that even many Chinese 
people would consider obscure. 

“I would like to wish all my Chinese 
friends and all the people living here 
a happy Chinese New Year, all the 
happiness, success and good health in 
the coming new year. We hope to have 
more communication with China this 
year,” Ambassador Burski said. 

By Chen Ying 



Hutong Cycling 
Great Experience 

When Beijing Today called the 
Swiss Embassy to request an in- 
terview with Ambassador Dominique 
Dreyer last week, he was about to 
leave for home and unable to speak 
to us. However, the ambassador was 
kind enough to e-mail us his warmest 
greetings. 

“One can only wish that the Year 
of the Horse would be a better year 
than the last one. I think we all have 
to work together to make it a year of 
peace and reconciliation. 

Beijing people are very friendly 
and industrious. I wish I only had 
more time to see my many friends 
in Beijing more often. Beijing is a 
city with a wonderful and rich his- 
tory. Walking or cycling through the 
hutongs of Beijing is a great experi- 
ence that I recommend to all my for- 
eign friends visiting the capital. 

What makes my work most inter- 
esting and enjoyable are the many 
contacts and discussions I have with 
Chinese officials, relations or friends 
from all walks of life. 

I like to read Beijing Today , and 
I hope it will give even more useful 
information about Beijing and about 
the cultural events that are taking 
place in the capital.” 

By Ivy Zhang 
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Russia 

From Russia with Affection 

“Wish you happiness, wish you 
health and wish you success in the 
Chinese Year of the Horse!” said Rus- 
sian Federation ambassador Igor A. 
Rogachev in fluent Chinese. 

The ambassador seldom has any 
spare time, but when he does, he likes 
to get out of town with his friends 
and family, climbing mountains and 
swimming in lakes. 

“If you have time, we can compete 
to see who the best mountaineer is!” 
He also puts his trust in Chinese 
medicine. “I never take any western 
medicine. Chinese medicine, whether 
herbal or acupuncture, does not have 
any chemical effects.” 

Ambassador Rogachev says Rus- 
sia and China have much in common, 
such as their warmhearted and hospi- 
table people who cherish friendship, 
“In Russia, we like to invite guests 
and entertain them. Both Russians 
and Chinese like food. We like eating 
all the delicious food.” 

He also emphasizes that family 
ties are very important to Russian 
people, just as they are to the Chinese 
people. However, he regrets that he 
could not spend the Spring Festival 
with all his family members, a tradi- 
tional Chinese holiday for family re- 
union. “I have to work! But I do take 
this opportunity to wish happiness to 
my family and all the Chinese peo- 
ple!” 

By Su Wei 


Peace and Prosperity 

Themba Mn Kubheka, ambassador 
of the Republic of South Africa em- 
phasized peace and prosperity in his 
greeting to the Chinese people for the 
Spring Festival. 

“One thing all people are really 
concerned about is peace. So we wish 
peace to all the people, people in 
Beijing particularly.” He also empha- 
sized that under globalization, an- 
other important thing is prosperity. 
“There are two key points - peace and 
prosperity.” 

On talking about the coming lunar 
year, the ambassador said, “We’re told 
that the horse symbolizes passion, en- 
ergy and so on. So we wish the Chi- 
nese people in general and Beijing in 
particular, a very happy new year.” 

Ambassador Kubheka hoped South 
Africa and China would see more in- 
ternational exchange. “I hope there 
can be more links between the Chi- 
nese people and our people, between 
Chinese youth and South African 
youth, especially.” 

This is the ambassador’s first post- 
ing in Asia. His first impression about 
China is the enormous population. 
Looking out of his window he is some- 
times amazed to see so many cars 
driving on the Second Ring Road. 
“How do you manage so many cars?” 
he asked. 

By Zhu Lin 



Turkey 


Smiling Chinese Culture Fan 
Greets Chinese 

Dr. Rafet Akgunay, ambassador of 
the Republic of Turkey, is a sunny and 
humorous gentleman. 

The furniture and decorations in his 
office seem to be a world of culture; 
the long table, brought from Turkey, is 
made of Chinese wood. An antique cup- 
board decorated with Chinese figures, 
also comes from Turkey. 

On his plans for Spring Festival, he 
said he would attend some official activ- 
ities, including a party given by the All 
China Journalist’s Federation. 

“I will stay here in Beijing with my 
wife and 13-year-old son as I want to 
feel the feeling of Beijingers. Actually, I 
prefer to celebrate and enjoy with the 
crowds in the street, as part of the soci- 
ety,” he said. “I only hope the weather al- 
lows us to enjoy it,” he joked. 

‘We have similar spring festivals in 
Turkey called “Hidrellez” which is on 
May 6 and “Nevruz” on May 21. On 
those days, people go to parks and enjoy 
themselves with friends,” he said. 

“There are about 100 Turkish people 
living in Beijing”, he said, “and I wish 
them a happy Year of the Horse”. Then 
he wrote down his greetings to them in 
both Turkish and English: “Bayraminiz 
kutlu olsun! (Happy Holidays!)” 

He also wrote down his greetings to 
Beijing Today readers and all the Chi- 
nese people: “I wish a peaceful, prosper- 
ous and happy New Year to all!” 

By Shan Jinliang 



the USA 


American Sees 
Change in China 

The embassy of the United States 
is a hive of activity preparing for the 
forthcoming visit to China by Presi- 
dent George W. Bush. 

The US ambassador was unavail- 
able for an interview on this occasion. 
However, he spoke to our reporters 
not long ago, and hopes to deliver 
his warmest greetings to people in 
Beijing for the Spring Festival. 

Ambassador Clark T. Randt, Jr. told 
Beijing Today that when his old friend 
President George W. Bush nominat- 
ed him for the post of ambassador five 
months ago, he felt it was a dream 
come true. The ambassador said he 
had never had so much fun or found 
work so interesting, and never got to 
meet so many interesting people as 
he had during the last five months. 

“What impresses me most in China 
is the improvement in the living stan- 
dards of Chinese people,” said Ambas- 
sador Randt, who has lived and worked 
in Asia for more than 20 years and has 
been traveling regularly to China on 
business for more than 25 years. 

Speaking about how to close the 
gaps in Sino-US relations, he suggest- 
ed that the most important thing is 
mutual understanding. 

“The biggest difference between 
China and the US is that we come 
from different cultures, different his- 
tories and different traditions. For a 
lot of things that might seem self-evi- 
dent to an American, Chinese people 
would come to different conclusions 
about. So I think it’s important for us 
to try to understand one another and 
try to minimize misunderstandings. 
Communications are important.” 

By Ivy Zhang/ Li Sha/ Tong Qing'an 
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Sweden 


‘Ganbei Pengyou’ from Sweden 

“This is my fifth Spring Festival in 
China - 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 
2002,” counted Ambassador Kjell Annel- 
ing, as the interview began. 

“In my impression, Spring Festival is 
a traditional national festival concern- 
ing everyone in the country. It’s the time 
to meet your family members. It is also 
a good time to travel since almost every- 
thing is closed on the holidays.” 

“I’ll travel to Thailand this Spring 
Festival. I know I won’t miss the Spring 
Festival there, because there are so 
many Chinese living in Thailand. 

“There are 500 or so Swedes current- 
ly in Beijing and 1,000 in the whole of 
China. I wish them all a happy Horse 
Year, and please enjoy the Spring Festi- 
val, just like our Swedish National Day 
on June 6. 

“To Chinese people, I wish our re- 
lations will become closer and closer. 
I wish the Swedish football team and 
Chinese football team will meet in the 
finals of the 2002 World Cup,” he said. 

Like many other foreigners in China, 
the ambassador is very fond of Chinese 
cuisine. But more than that, he enjoys 
the atmosphere surrounding a typical 
Chinese meal. 

“When talking about Spring Festi- 
val, never forget Chinese dishes, partic- 
ularly the proactive atmosphere around 
the dining table. You can imagine, so 
many guests share the same dishes, full 
of cheers and ‘ganbei’. Yes, I like to dine 
in such an atmosphere. We have a fami- 
ly style small restaurant in the embassy. 
All our staff can enjoy this atmosphere 
whenever they want.” 

By Zhao Hongyi 



Yugoslavia 

Poetry of Friendship 

“The best and most human festival 
for me is the Chinese Spring Festival!” 
Writing these words, the 71-year-old 
ambassador of the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia smiled happily. 

Ambassador Djukic has witnessed 
the city’s great changes and Beijing now 
is like his second hometown. In fact his 
son and daughter were both born in 
Beijing’s Xiehe Hospital. 

When asked if he is a hutong fan, the 
ambassador became even more animat- 
ed, and reeled several typical hutong 
slang expressions, traditional greetings 
between old Beijingers. “I have lived in 
many Beijing hutongs, around Dong- 
dan, Xisi and Dongjiaominxiang areas. 
“Hutong people are very friendly and 
open to each other.” 

During the interview, the ambassa- 
dor found an article in the latest Beijing 
Today introducing the Tang Poet Li Bai. 
The ambassador recounted the legend 
of Li Bai’s death: how one moonlit night 
Li Bai was sitting in a boat enjoying 
the beautiful tranquil moment. At last 
he wanted to embrace the moon’s reflec- 
tion, and threw himself into the river. 
“This is really a legend,” he sighed. 

“This year is the Year of the Horse, 
and I think Chinese people do have 
some similar qualities and values as the 
horse. Chinese and Yugoslavian people 
have all along kept a stable relation- 
ship, and I hope and am convinced that 
the two countries will have a prosper- 
ous new year,” said the ambassador. 

By Li Dan 




Photos by Jackey / Lily / 
Chen Shuyi / Qu Liyan / Zhuang Jian 
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Adorn Yourself in Good Luck 

By Faye 

In Chinese tradi- 
tional customs, when 
someone enters the year 
of their own animals’ 
year, which is called 
Benmingnian (4^^) in 
Chinese, it is a necessity 
to prepare a red belt be- 
fore the eve of Spring Fes- 
tival and put it on at the 
very moment the Chinese New 
Year’s bell rings. 

In folk culture, Benmingnian is inauspicious 
and people believe that the good luck a red belt 
brings will be powerful enough to defeat the 
bad luck that Benmingnian causes. So comes 
the custom. 

Now, the custom of wearing the red belt 
has developed into many different forms, 
what is the most popular presently is 
Ping’an Knots (-^^v' 5 ?), made by red 
strings and being worn on the wrists. In 
the couple of days before Spring Festi- 
val, the red belts can easily be found 
in supermarkets, shopping centers or 
even little stalls by the roadside. Peo- 
ple who were born in a horse year 
(1990, 1978, 1966, 1954, 1942, 1930, 

1918, and 1906) now may have a chance 
to test the power of this red magic. 

Windmills 

Sing in the Spring Winds 

By Shi Xinyu 

Singing rapturously in the early spring 
wind, the windmill should be one of the 
brightest stars in Beijing’s Spring Festival 
Temple Fair. 

As a traditional Chinese folk toy, the 
windmill has become popular in north Chi- 
na for hundreds of years. In Beijing, “Wind- 
mill Zhengs” (JRL4-^F) is a well-known traditional 
windmill-making family established in the 1870s. 

“Each of those seemingly simple windmills is the 
fruit of painstaking effort,” said Zheng Yucheng. This 
55-year-old man is the third-generation inheritor of the 
Windmill Zhengs’ craft. 

fct Every single-wheel windmill goes through 

72 pure manual procedures before being 
accomplished, explains Zheng, and the 

i the flag frame, the drum and the wheel are 

the most important parts of a 
windmill. 

The frame made from the 
stalk of Chinese sorghum re- 
quires hard physical labor. 
Every autumn, Zheng pur- 
chases around half a ton of 
raw stalks from Sanhe (-HJ 5 ! 
), in Hebei Province. After 
drying them in the sun, 
Zheng peels off the remaining 
leaves and cleans and polishes 
the surface one after another by 
hand. Then the stalks are 
ready to be cut and folded 
into frames. 

The drum of a windmill 
should sound clear and sil- 
very, but its small size, about 
0.5cm in height and 5 cm in 
diameter, makes this difficult 
to achieve. This constitutes a challenge to the produc- 
er’s techniques and experiences. In Zheng’s family, his 
wife Xue Xiulian takes care of the drum manufacturing. 
When asked how she manages to get those mud-bodied 
and paper-covered drums sound so loud, Xue answered 
with a smile: “My husband and I have been making 
windmills for Spring Festival for more than 20 years, so 
I learnt the basics from the hundreds of thousands of 
drums I have made. And for me it’s all in the hands.” 

The craft of making windmill wheels could be a pa- 
tience killer for many people: dying thousands of pieces 
of Korean Paper (itfjlft^.), a kind of flexible and durable 
paper, into different colors, cutting them into 0.8cm X 
10cm strips, threading every 8 paper strips through a 
1.5cm long axle made from stalk of Chinese sorghum, 
then sticking each end of the strips to the rim of the 
wheel. In Zheng’s family it is also Xue who takes charge 
of this job. “If I let Zheng do it, it would be a torture for 
him and a pity for the wheels,” said Xue teasingly. 

For Zheng Yucheng and Xue Xiulian, the coming 2002 
Spring Festival Temple Fair will be the 18th one they at- 
tended since 1984 and they plan to build a giant wind- 
mill of 240 wheels at the gate of their stall this time. 
“The louder our windmill sings, the happier the New 
Year will be,” said Zheng with a joyful smile on his face. 
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Writing Spring Couplets 

Painted by Ma Haifang 


Zheng Yucheng Preparing a big windmill for selling in 
Temple Fairs held in Terrace of Earth 

Photo by Cui Jun 


) Traditional style floral paper decoration: a horse in 
a Fu Character symbolizing a lucky horse year 


What People Say When Meeting Friends during 
Spring Festival 


By Zhu Lin 

1. guo nian hao, chan jie kuai le 53^5}, ! 

Happy Spring Festival! 

This is the most common greeting people say to each other. 

2. gei nin bai nian le ! 

Spring Festival greetings to you! 

This is the first greeting people say when they visit other people’s homes. 

3. wan shi ru yi ! 

May all your wishes come true! 

4. ma nian ji xiang ! 

Good luck to the Year of Horse! 


Fry up some Luck for the New Year 

By Shi Xinyu 

Niangao has been a 

Spring Festival special food for 
hundreds of years in China. Peo- 
ple believe eating Niangao at the 
beginning of a year brings good 
luck because its pronunciation is 
identical to which means 

this year will be better than last 
year. 

The initiation of this custom 
in Beijing can be dated back to 
at least the early 17th century’s 
Ming Dynasty. “Brief Introduction 
to Scenes and Customs in the Cap- 
ital” ( ), an article 

written at that time, says that on 
every Lunar New Year’s Day, peo- 
ple in Beijing eat cakes made from 
sticky millet and call it Niannian- 
gao. (SLR 7G-S-, -^MM£) 

Fried Niangao (0^-00 is still 
a requisite dish at many people’s 
Spring Festival feasts. Besides 
the delicious taste and the aus- 
picious name, people like to take 
its golden color as a good omen of 
fortune for the coming new year. 

The way to cook fried Nian- 
gao is quite easy to learn. First 
cut the block of Niangao into 
3cm X 5cm X 0.3cm slices. Then 
put the 4 or 5 slices into 200g of 
hot oil and lower the gas to mid- 
dle heat. Keep turning the slic- 
es over once every half-minute 
and be careful to watch their col- 
or. When the slices become gold- 
en, take them out and put new 
slices in. Finally after sprinkling 
sugar on the fried slices, a dish 
whetting people’s expectation for 
good luck and fortune is ready 
for serving. 


Deck the Halls with Spring Couplets 

By Jingo Chan 

As Spring Festival draws closer, the Chi- 
nese place Spring Couplets called Chun Lian 
(4M£)at the entrances of their homes and 
stick floral paper decorations (Of#*) on 
the windows to welcome the coming New 
Year. 

Chun Lian is a special type of Du- 
ilian or couplet, which is used 

only during the Chinese New Year as 
part of its celebration. It comprises 
a couplet written on vertical strips 
of red paper in the best calligraphy 
style one can muster. The first (up- 
per) line is posted on the right side 
of the front door. The second (lower) 
line is posted on the left side of the 
front door. In addition, a third horizon- 
tal piece may be posted across the top of 
the door. The contents of Chun Lian are 
usually some happy, hopeful, uplifting mes- 
sage for a better New Year. 

Floral window decoration is a kind of Chi- 
nese paper-cut, an ancient folk art that can be 
dated back to the 6th century. The fauna, the flo- 
ra, the figurines as well as a series of theatrical 
tales all contend for the themes of floral window dec- 
orations. Also it is common to see Chinese characters 
such as “prosperity”. Whatever the design, the meaning 
is usually symbolic, and they are as such considered auspi- 
cious. It is therefore common for red paper to be used, since 
red is the most auspicious color in China. 

Now it is hard to find hand-written Chun Lian and hand- 
made floral window decorations on the market. So, you ei- 
ther have to take up a brush yourself, or be content with the 
machine made products on the market. 




Photos by Zhuang Jian 


Narcissus 
sold in 

markets __ 
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Brighten up Winter 
With a Narcissus 

By Zhu Lin 

As nature withdraws and the winds howl through the 
empty trees, a potted narcissus will bring warmth and hope 
to your home. The elegant snowy petals and charming, subtle 
fragrance of the narcissus have endured the plant to the Chi- 
nese as a winter tonic ever since the Song dynasty, which 
explains why it has become the symbolic plant of Spring Fes- 
tival. 

Plant the bulbs three weeks before Spring Festival so 
you can celebrate the New Year with the flowers in full 
bloom. Beijing’s bitter winter cold means the narcissus takes 
between 30 to 35 days to blossom, enjoying two weeks of 
bloom. 

Florists usually start to sell narcissus bulbs one month 
before Spring Festival. The plants are the easiest to grow in- 
doors and the quickest to bloom. They can be planted in soil 
or sand, but the most popular and simple way in China is wa- 
ter planting. Any kind of pot can be used, although the most 
common material is porcelain. 

As you remove dirt from the root of the bulbs, take care 
not to damage them. Tuck them into pebbles for support and 
keep the level of water just below the bases of the bulbs. Do 
not plant outdoors since the bulbs are tender and quickly in- 
jured by frost. 

Initially place the pot in a window with a southern ex- 
posure so that it can get enough sunshine and ventilation. 
Change the water everyday, and place the pot in the coolest 
place of your house during the night. “It’s better to pour out 
the water during the night and refill it every morning,” said 
Liu Lan, an experienced narcissus planter. When the plants 
begin to flower, remove them from direct sunlight and still 
place them in the coolest area. This helps to prolong the flow- 
ering of the plants. 

No fertilization is required. 
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Cook Your Way through Spring Festival 


Nowadays in Beijing, more and more families prefer to dine out during various national and interna- 
tional festivals because the city now offers so much choice that is affordable — cuisines from the world 
over, including delectable regional offerings from all over China as well as Asia generally. While it comes 
to actually celebrate Spring Festival, people tend to stick to the traditional fare, like Jiaozi (4k$). 

The numerous customs surrounding these foods are strictly followed by elderly Beijingers, who nostal- 
gically pass those legends and stories of the festival and its special foods to the younger generations. 
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Jiaozi: 


The Food of Family Reunion 


By Zhao Pu 

N o Chinese food beats Jiaozi (dump- 
lings) in popularity during the Spring 
Festival. Traditionally on Spring Fes- 
tival’s Eve, families get together to en- 
joy this dish, which has always been 
representative of family reunion. 
Jiaozi draws people together while being prepared, it’s 
a shared duty that boosts the festive atmosphere. If you 
visit a Chinese family on lunar New Year’s eve, you will 
find the whole household enjoying themselves making 
dumplings, usually in a spirit of great humor. 

Probably the fun of eating Jiaozi lies not only in the 
delicacy itself but also in the process of preparing it: 
everybody, hosts and guests alike, rolls up 
his or her sleeves and wraps the pastry 
around the filling. 

History of Jiaozi 
The history of Jiaozi dates 
back over 1,700 years to an- 
cient times. But the cus- 
tom of making Jiaozi a 
special dish during the 
Spring Festival, or the 
Chinese lunar New Year, 
started in the Ming Dy- 
nasty (1368-1644), some 
500 to 600 years ago. 
Dumplings for this occa- 
sion are shaped like gold in- 
gots and called Jiaozi, a word 
resembling the name of China’s 
earliest paper money. Thus dump- 
lings became a symbol of fortune. As the 
Spring Festival marks the start of a new 
year in the Chinese lunar calendar, people choose 
to eat Jiaozi to convey their wishes for a prosperous and 
good-fortune year. 

Jiaozi customs 

As China is a vast country, great regional differences 
exist in ways of making Jiaozi or even serving them. 

There is no set rule as to what goes into the dumpling. 
Fillings can be anything from vegetables, meat to sea- 
food, and even herbal medicines. Whereas for New Year 
dumplings in north China, stuffing had to consist only of 
vegetables, no meat. This, it was believed, brought peace 
and harmony in the New Year. Only after the fifth day of 
Spring Festival could people eat meat-stuffed dumplings. 
This day brought forth the saying “Breaking Fifth (JJJQl)”, 
meaning that all the rules and taboos about food could be 
broken. Whatever the fillings, the wrapping still had to be 
exquisite to make the Jiaozi look attractive. 


Directions: 


Step Three: Use your hands to stuff 
the dumpling wrappers. Spread the wrap- 
per on your left palm. Put a spoonful of 
stuffing Into the wrapper. Fold the wrap- 
per and secure edges with fingers to pre- 
vent spillage during cooking. 

Step Four: Soil some water. When bub- 
bling, put in dumplings and stir, ensuring 
they do not stick together. The dump- 
lings are ready when the water re-bolls 
and again bubbles. Add some cold water 
as soon as the water begins to boll. When 
the water bolls again, the dumplings are 
ready. 


Step One: You can combine your fa- 
vorite vegetable and meat for the stuff- 
ing, such as fennel and pork or tomato 
and egg. Clean the vegetable and dice into 
small pieces. Place these in a piece of clean 
cloth and drain excessive juice. Mince the 
meat before mixing. Put the mixture Into a 
large bowl. Add salt, gourmet powder, ses- 
ame oil and chicken stock. Mix together. 

Step Two: Mix flour with egg white 
and water. Prepare the dumpling wrappers. 
Shape the dough Into small balls. Flatten 
these with your palm. Use rolling pin to 
create even, circular wrappers. 


Yuanxiao: 

Lantern Festival Special 


Spring Roll: 

Salutes the Spring Solstice 



Grab Yourself a Crab 
And Tuck in 

By Xiao Xia 

T he Chinese love their tra- 
ditions, and the tradition 
of eating crabs is no dif- 
ferent. The four seasons offer a 
bounty of different crabs, all de- 
licious. The coming Spring Festi- 
val is a good time to eat crabs, 
especially the male of the spe- 
cies. 

The Chinese believe Mid Au- 
tumn Day is the time to eat 
female crab, while it is at the 
spring festival the male crab be- 
comes the strongest for the com- 
ing spring mating. Xingcheng of 
Liaoning, Laizhou of Shandong 
and Wuchuan of Guangdong 
province produce the best male 
crabs. 

Whether steamed or stewed 
with bean curd, the crab meat 
tastes simply divine. 
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Laba Garlic 
& Vinegar: 

Balance the Accounts 
By the End of the Year 


By Zhao Pu 

C elebration of the Chinese 
lunar New Year lasts till 
the Lantern Festival or 
Yuanxiao Festival, which falls on 
the 15th day of the first lunar 
month. Apart from hanging col- 
orful lanterns and solving the 
puzzles on the lanterns, eating 
Yuanxiao (glutinous rice ball) is 
a major tradition at this festival. 

Yuanxiao, eaten in this fes- 
tival as a festive food, symbol- 
izes the reunion of family and 
embodies people’s longing for a 
prosperous future. In the south, 
Yuanxiao is called Tangyuan, Yu- 
anzi or Shuiyuan. It is made of 
glutinous rice flour and stuffed 
with various fillings. It can be 
boiled, fried, or steamed. 

The fillings inside the dump- 
lings or Yuanxiao are either sweet 
or salty. Sweet fillings are made 
of sugar, walnuts, sesame, rose 
petals, sweetened tangerine peel, 
bean paste, or jujube paste. A sin- 
gle ingredient or any combina- 
tion can be used as the filing. The 
salty variety is filled with minced 
meat, vegetables or a mixture. 
Ingredients: 

Sticky rice flour (f^7|0|Sj 4 1/2 
cups (500g); Butter 70 oz (200g); 
Black sesame powder (MSyBfffl) 
7 oz (200g); Sugar 8 oz (250g) 

Directions: 

1. Mix the butter with sesame 
powder, sugar, and wine togeth- 
er in a frying pan. Heat gently 
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for a couple of minutes. Make 
small balls about 0.3 - 0.4 oz 
(lOg) each. 

2. Take 1/2 cup of sticky rice 
flour. Add water into the flour 
and make flattened dough. Cook 
it in boiled water and remove 
when done. Let it cool down. Then 
put it in the rest of the sticky rice 
flour. Add water and knead until 
the dough is smooth. 

3. Make the dough into small 
pieces about 0. 3-0.4 oz (lOg) each. 
Make it like a ball using your 
hands first and then make a hole 
in the ball like a snail. Put the 
sesame ball into it and close it 
up. 

4. Cook them in boiled water. 
Make sure to keep stirring in one 
direction while cooking. When 
they float on the water, continue 
to boil for about one minute on a 
lower heat. 


By Duoduo 

S pring roll is a special food for the Spring 
Solstice, one of the 24 solar terms in the 
Chinese lunar calendar that falls close to 
Spring Festival. 

It was recorded that spring rolls were eaten 
in ancient times in welcoming the spring and 
invoking an abundant harvest of silkworms on 
the day of the Spring Solstice. The spring roll is 
shaped like a spring cocoon, with vegetable and 
meat fillings wrapped in a dough pancake. 
Ingredients: 

1 cup rice flour; 4 tablespoons regular white 
flour; 1/2 teaspoon salt; 4 large eggs; 1 teaspoon 
cooking oil; 2 cups fresh water 

Directions: 

1. Sift all the dry ingredients together twice. 
2. In a separate bowl, mix the eggs, oil and 
water. Then pour this mixture into the dry in- 
gredients to form a batter. Mix thoroughly to 
get all the lumps out. 

3. Cover and 
set aside in a cool 
place for an hour. 

4. Heat a non- 
stick frying pan 
and drizzle or 
spray a little 
cooking oil on it. 

5. Pour in a 
little batter and 
quickly swirl 
around to make a 
thin pancake. You 
don’t have to flip 
it to cook the oth- 
er side and it should not brown. Take it out of 
the pan when it looks like it has set. 

6. Repeat till all batter is used. Makes about 
20 wrappers. 
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By Duoduo 

T hose Beijing residents who 
grew up in Hutongs pre- 
serve a warm memory of 
Laba garlic and vinegar deep in 
their minds, as a signal of the 
countdown for the lunar New 
Year. 

Laba literally means the 
eighth day of the last lunar 
month and was traditionally re- 
garded as the beginning of the 
preparation for the Spring Fes- 
tival. Besides the famous Laba 
porridge, people make Laba gar- 
lic and Laba vinegar on this day. 
Usually, people put garlic into a 
jar of rice vinegar and seal it on 
that day. The jar will be opened 
on the Spring Festival eve, and 
the Laba garlic and vinegar are 
used as condiments for Jiaozi. 

On the day of Laba, renters 
used to do their accounts and 
pester the debtor for payments 
in old times. The word “Accounts” 
shares the same pronunciation 
as garlic in Chinese, thus Laba 
garlic was invented to remind 
both the renter and the debtor of 
their unbalanced accounts by the 
end of the year. 

Ingredients: 500g vinegar; 

75-100g sugar garlic 
Directions: 

Mix the vinegar with the sug- 
ar in a jar, put the peeled garlic 
into the jar. Seal the jar and open 
it some 20 days later, wait till the 
color of the garlic turns green. 


Spring Festival 
Recommendations 

Great Wall Sheraton Hotel Beijing -(xJjjjc 

ISIS 

6590 5566 ext. 2132 

Join the hotel’s Third Spring Festival’s 
Eve Party on 11 February from 6:30pm to 
celebrate the festival in traditional Beijing 
style! Indulge in the bountiful Beijing 
snacks in the Grand Ballroom, which has 
been decorated as a Beijing street in the 
19th century. Discover the magic of Qigong, 
acrobatics... 

Add: No. 10 East Third Ring Road Beilu, 
Chaoyang District P0 [X 1 0-^- 

Grand Hyatt Beijing 

8518 1234 ext. 6362 

Celebrate the Year of the Horse in the 
newly opened Grand 
Hyatt Beijing. Con- 
tact the hotel to 
design you own 
menu for the Spring 
Festival banquet. 

Traditional festive 
pastries and sweets 
arranged in sumptuous silk hamper boxes 
can be ordered for a modern presentation of 
nostalgia for the old days. 

Add: Beijing Oriental Plaza, No. 1 East 
Chang An Avenue 

Shangri-La Hotel Beijing 

IS 

68412211 ext. 2777 

Enjoy a heart-warming hot pot with fresh 
seafood, herbs and seasonal vegetables and 
forget the cold winter. Celebrate this festive 
season with your family and friends at the 
Shang Palace Restaurant. Take traditional 
Chinese Hampers and Nian Gao (New Year 
cake) back home for good luck. 

Add: No. 29 Zizhuyuan Road, Haidian 
District l£K29-§- 

China World Hotel Beijing 

6505 2277 ext. 34 

Start the New Year with the perfect 
spring dinner at the Oriental Restaurant! 
Choose your own theme from among our set 
of menus, and do not forget to invite your 
family, friends and colleagues! 

Add: No. 1 Jian Guo Men Wai Avenue 3j| 

Jianguo Hotel 3l=Hi£jS 

6500 2233 ext. 8041 

Are you secretly har- 
boring a desire to show 
off your Chinese cook- 
ery talent? Call the Four 
Seasons Restaurant at 
Jianguo Hotel and ask 
them to prepare the in- 
gredients for you, and 
book the time for your 
family banquet. The kitchen of the restau- 
rant welcomes you to cook your favorite 
dishes or dumplings by yourself. Give your 
family a festive surprise! 

Add: No. 5 Jianwai Dajie, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict S=£f;W±i5^r 

Tianjin Bai Jiao Yuan Chain Restau- 
rants Beijing Branch 

IS 

6605 9371/6605 9372 

Want to skip the complicated process of 
making Jiaozi? Visit the Jiaozi specialty 
restaurant from Tianjin that won a Guin- 
ness World Record Award with its 229 kinds 
of dumplings. The restaurant keeps a cus- 
tom that guests take their leftover dump- 
lings away for good luck. 

Add: No. Jia 12 New Cultural Street, 
Xicheng District IX 1 2-§- 

A Wen Shanghai Cuisine Restaurant 

6502 1109/6567 6283 

Over 30 kinds of traditional festive 
snacks with punchy Shanghai flavor are 
on offer for the Spring 
Festival feast, in ad- 
dition to the exquisite 
Shanghai dishes. The 
restaurant displays the 
owner’s collection of 
dozens of old photos, 
depicting the history of 
Shanghai in the past 
century. 

Add: 2# Guanghualu 
Dongli, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict n pg e 
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All China Poised to 
Tune into Spring 
Festival Celebration 

By Zhu Lin 

T he 2002 Spring Fes- 
tival Celebration Par- 
ty will be shown on 
CCTV, Channel One on Feb- 
ruary 11, when the Chinese 
people get together to enjoy 
their most important festival. 

Being the chief entertain- 
ment during the last night of 
the old lunar year, watching 
the spring festival celebra- 
tion party on TV with family 
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members has been part of 
Chinese culture for 20 years. 

The Spring Festival Cele- 
bration Party was first broad- 
cast on TV in 1983. Ever since 
then, it has become a custom 
to hold it every year. 

Interesting program in- 
cludes Xue Cun, the songwrit- 
er’s new piece “Being away 
from Home”, the Para Para 
dance led by Kelly Chen. 

Old faces will appear at 
the party, mostly for cross 
talk (xiangsheng) and come- 
dy. Stars in cross talk like 
Hou Yuewen, Huang Hong 
and Gong Hanlin will show 
‘Talking about Horses in the 
Year of the Horse’ and ‘Flow- 
er Basin’, telling jokes in the 
most authentic way of Chi- 
nese humor. 

When nearly one fifth of 
the world’s population is 
watching the same TV pro- 
gram at the same time, it’s re- 
ally a miracle. 



Adults Revive 
Childhood Dreams in 
Harry Potter 


By Zhu Lin 

H arry Potter has made it 
down the Silk Road and 
over the Great Wall to 
Beijing cinemas last month. The 
kids are raving about the movie 
of course, but the adults are no 
less enthralled by the magic and 
fantasy. 

Nourishing a hidden wish to 
make up for the fun they missed 
out on, the adults are enjoying 
the film together with the chil- 
dren. 



Feast of Beijing Opera 

By Yi He 

T here will be Beijing Opera 
performances every eve- 
ning at the People’s The- 
atre from February 12 to 18. 

The performance troupe is 
China National Beijing Opera 
Theatre. 


Tapping Out an 
Irish Tempo 

By Zhu Lin 

R hythm of the Dance, the 
Irish tap dance company 
will show how dancers 
can shake the world stage with 
their passionate routines on Feb- 
ruary 13 and 14 at the Tianqiao 
Theater. 

The company coming to 
Beijing is composed of 28 danc- 
ers, 4 musicians and 2 singers. 
The two-hour show is full of 
traditional Irish music and ad- 
vanced sound and visual effects. 
The legends of the Celtic history 
will come alive in their keen and 
sensual tempo. 



Lonely Guitar on the Horizon 



By Zhu Lin 

T he Beijing Philharmonic 
Guitar Trio will present 
a concert on February 15 
at the Beijing Concert Hall, the 
only guitar concert to be held in 
Beijing during Spring Festival. 

The Beijing Philharmonic Gui- 
tar Trio is the most professional 
guitar chamber ensemble in 
Beijing. Its founder Wang Zhen 
was one of the first group of over- 
seas students studying guitar in 
Spain. He was taught by presti- 
gious guitar musicians such as 
Joseph Henriquez, David Russell 
and Ernesto Bitetti. 

On talking about the guitar’s 
development in China, Wang 
said, “Although there are more 


and more people playing guitar 
in China, most them only have 
basic skills. The outlook is not 
promising.” The cause of this 
lack of talent is that music 
schools don’t have students ma- 
joring in guitar, and there are 
few professional teachers. “Most 
of the guitar schools and class- 
es around China are not pro- 
fessional. Usually they are just 
satisfied with a large number of 
the students.” 

But he still believes guitar has 
a bright future in China, “The 
number of Chinese owning a gui- 
tar is larger than that of any oth- 
er instruments.” 

At the concert, the trio will 
perform Teleman’s Concerto in 
D major and Vivaldi’s Concerto 
for three guitars in A minor, 
which is rarely heard on Beijing 
stages. The program also 
includes Prelude and Haba- 
nera from Bizet’s Carmen, 
M.de. Falla’s four Spanish folk 
tones, Suite del Recuerdo by 
Jose Luis Merlin and Celedonio 
Romero’s Alegrias. 
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Images of 

Chinese 

Contradictions 

By Yi He 

S ome of the many contradic- 
tions in the Chinese char- 
acter have been captured 
on film at Family Register, a pho- 
tography exhibition at the Court 
Yard Gallery that will open till 
March 3rd. 

103 relatives of Shao Yinong, 
one of the artists of the exhibi- 
tion, feature in one large photo. 
The calligraphy tells the name 
of the person, and below is his 
or her relationship to Shao. The 
most noticeable thing about the 
photo is that the people at the 
top are all in revolutionary Sun 
Yat-sen clothing, the most com- 
mon Chinese dress in the ‘60s 
and ‘70s. Below these the people 
dress in pants, skirts and shoes 
of the ‘90s. 



Photo by Zhuang Jian 


“Different people wear differ- 
ent clothing below, and that shows 
the humanity of individuals con- 
trolled by the power above,” said 
Mu Chen, Shao’s wife who coop- 
erated with her husband in cre- 
ating Family Register. 

Shao Yinong and Muchen 
spent three months looking for 
all the relatives and taking pic- 
tures of them in Zhejiang Prov- 
ince, where most of the family 
members live currently. During 
the process they strongly felt the 
importance of family rooted in 
the Chinese mind. 


Witness the 
Destruction 
of Beauty 

By Zhu Lin 

£T ove and Hate in Yuan- 
mingyuan’, the modern 

1 .Jdance drama to be staged 
from February 12 to 17 at the 
Poly Theatre treats such tragic 
subject matter that only great 
drama can ensue. 

“That period of history is so 
sad and full of memories! Once 
the choreographer grasps the 
event, he grasps the audiences’ 
heart,” said Ou Jianping, a dance 
critic. In the dance drama, the 
hero Stone, a stonemason, falls 
in love with Jade, a maid in Yu- 
anmingyuan, also known as the 
Old Summer Palace. But Jade is 
forced to marry The Eunuch. 

When the Anglo-French forc- 
es invaded Beijing in 1860, they 
completely destroyed 

Yuanmingyuan, the grandest im- 
perial palace at that time. Then 
everything changed. Jade and 
Stone’s tragedy is drawn into the 
tragedy of the palace. This is how 
beauty is destroyed, beauty of 
humanity and of national spirit. 

The composer of the dance 
drama is Zhao Jiping, a famous 
composer best known for his 
film music in Raise the Red Lan- 
tern and Farewell, My Concu- 
bine. There are altogether 111 
dancers with an average age of 
18 in the performance. 



Photo by Cui Jun 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 
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3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 B fit 3 M 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel:67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable:Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts ;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

iMt: 

XfM.— M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



New French Restaurant Now Open! 

• WttTO? 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 1 1:00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 

• mm** 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

10)68843388-7 18/620 (#jAL)£FWtg) 

1 100 2|t) 


Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

§T 5 M 
11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 3§- 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


ik % 

Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster / clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 
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Touch the Stone Mont 


By Jiao Pei 

Many temples host fairs during 
Spring Festival. Among those, the 
Baiyunguan Temple Fair has the 
longest history and is the most pop- 
ular. 

Touching the Stone Monkey is 
the best known game at Baiyun- 
guan Temple. There are three stone 
monkey sculptures; a six centime- 
ter one above the front gate, one 
at the screen wall on the west side 
of the gate, and one on the base 
of the stone tablet in front of the 
main hall in the east yard behind 
the temple. 

Touching the Stone Monkey 
mainly means touching the one on 
the front gate. It is said that doing 
so can prevent one from falling 
ill and ward off evil. Having been 
touched by so many people, this 
stone monkey is almost flat. 

As well as Touching the Stone 
Monkey and various other games 
and religious activities, there are 
markets for small goods inside and 
outside all the temples. 

Temple fairs are an important 
part of traditional Beijing life. Fol- 
lowing is a list of the temple fairs 
held in and around Beijing, at which 
you can experience the festival at- 
mosphere close up. 

Changdian (J - fa]) Spring Festi- 
val Temple Fair 

Special activities: Sightseeing, 
shopping, performances, flower pa- 
rade, arts and crafts show and 
games. 

Where: Between Nanxinhuajie 
and Dong and Xi Liulichang. 

When: Feb. 12-17. 

Tel: 83155853. 

Ditan Cultural Temple Fair 

Special activities: Performance 
of offering a sacrifice to the earth, 
Beijing folk customs performance, 
comprehensive theatrical items, 
large-scale ice lantern exhibition. 

Where: Ditan (ffcts) Park, bus 
18, 108, 113, or subway to Anding- 
men or Yonghegong, or bus 13, 106 
to Ditan Nanmen (south gate). 

When: Feb. 10-18 


Touching the stone monkey 


112, 846 to Shenlujie (WSIHS). 
When: Feb. 12-18. 

Admission: 10 yuan. 

Tel: 65510151. 

Baiyunguan Temple Folk Cus- 
tom Fair 

Special activities: Folk cus- 
tom performance, local delicacies, 
Taoist cultural courses, Touch the 
Stone Monkey and Strike the Mon- 
ey Hole. 

Where: Baiyunguan (0z^J0 
Temple 

When: Feb. 12-17. 

Admission: 10 yuan. 

Tel: 63443666. 

Daguanyuan Red Mansion Tem- 
ple Fair 

Special activities: Arts and 
crafts market, local products, 
snacks, theatrical items, ancient 


costume parade of the Imperial 
Concubine Yuan, flower fair, perfor- 
mance on ice, and book market. 

Where: inside and outside Da- 
guanyuan (^JfllH), bus 19, 61, 351, 
816 to Daguanyuan. 

When: Feb. 12-17. 

Admission: 8 yuan. 

Tel: 63544994, 63542299-506. 
The 19th Longtanhu Temple 
Fair 

Special activities: Folk flower 
fair, folk custom entertainments, 
general merchandise and snacks, 
martial arts performance and 
more. 

Where: Longtan (;tE>lD Park, bus 
6, 60, 12, 958. 

When: Feb. 9-17. 

Admission: 6 yuan. 

Tel: 67144336. 


Tel: 64216870, 64214657. 
Welcome the Spring - Interna- 
tional Folk Customs Festival 
Special activities: Altogether 
seven parts, including exhibition 
area; pictures, sculptures, installa- 
tion art and paintings to present the 
German Cologne Carnival, New Or- 
leans Mardi Gras Carnival and Ital- 
ian Venice Carnival; performance 
area, bands, Salsa Cabana from 
Kempinski Hotel, De Junge from 
Colongne and singer Maria, The 
Rhythm Dogs from Big Easy; F&B 
area, featuring food from many pop- 
ular restaurants and bars, tourism 
area, where some airlines and trav- 
el agencies will provide travel con- 
sulting services, and much more! 

Where: Chaoyang Park 
0), Chaoyang District. 

When: Feb. 12-18. 

Hongluo Temple Folk Fair 

Special activities: flower fair; 
traditional snacks; ring the bell; 
appreciate the bamboo, pine tree 
and plum; calligraphy and paint- 
ings exhibition; traditional opera; 


lucky blessings for the New Year. 

Where: Hongluo (%LM) Temple, 
bus 916, 936 from Dongzhimen to 
Huairou County, then take a taxi 
(10 yuan) 

When: Feb. 12-18. 

Admission: 30 yuan. 

Tel: 60681636. 

Dongyue Temple Cultural Fair 
Special activities: Folk custom 
and art performance to show the 
deep culture of Dongyue Temple. 

Where: Dongyue (^-g) Temple, 
141 Chaowai Dajie, opposite Land- 
ao shopping center, bus 109, 101, 
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Starting the Year with a Bang 


By Jiang Zhong 

According to lunar calendar, Spring Festival raises the 
curtain of the New Year. Setting off fireworks is the most 
important part of the celebration. The origin of this cus- 
tom can be traced back to the early Tang Dynasty, when a 
plague had spread across the kingdom. A man named Li 
Tian filled a bamboo tube with gunpowder and ignited it. 
The noise of the resulting explosion was believed to have 
frightened away the devil that caused the pestilence and 
set the people free from their suffering. Whether or not 
Li Tian’s proto firecracker was responsible for ending the 
plague, the coincidence was enough to create a connec- 
tion between fireworks and the driving out of evil that has 
lasted until modem times. From that time on fireworks 
have been used at all important ceremonies and festivals. 
Although fireworks are banned in downtown Beijing, in 
the suburbs the old custom is alive and well. There are 
many places just a short drive away where you can com- 
bine a bit of sightseeing with the fun of fireworks. 
Ancient Temple Folk Custom Tour in Mentougou 
When: Jan. 26-Mar. 15. 

Where: Various scenic spots in Mentougou District 
What: Visit ancient temples; pray to Buddha with the 
“morning bell and evening drum”; enjoy the fireworks 
and festive dinner on the lunar New Year Eve. 

Getting there: Bus 931 from Pingguoyuan Subway 
Station to Tanzhe Temple and Jietai Temple. 

Contact: 60862244, 69802232, 61882936 
Great Wall and Skating Folk Festival Tour in Huai- 
rou 

When: Feb. 12- 16. 

Where: Mutianyu (JSEE|iI]§) Great Wall, Hongluo 
Temple and other scenic spots in Huairou County 
What: Visit the Mutianyu Great Wall; worship Bud- 
dha at the Hongluo Temple; ice-skate at Jiugukou; 
participate in festive activities and banquet at Shen- 
tangyu. 

Getting there: Bus 916 or 936 
from Dongzhimen to Huairou coun- 
ty, then mini-bus to the scenic 
spots. 

Contact: 69659647, 69646250 

Spring Festival Celebration at 
Shidu 

When: Feb. 11- 26. 

Where: Shidu (-f-;JS) Scenic Spot 
in Fangshan District 

What: Tour Shidu Scenic Spot; 
stay with a peasant family. 

Getting there: Bus 917 from 
Tianqiao to Shidu; train 7,8 from 
Beijing South Railway Station to 
Shidu. 

Contact: 61340520, 61340085 

Spring Festival Celebration at Cangmi Ancient 
Road 

When: Throughout the Spring Festival 
Where: Folklore Village at Cangmi (fz;^:) Ancient 
Road, Yanqing County 

What: Set off fireworks, learn to write Spring Festival 
couplets; try local foods with a local family 

Getting there: bus 919 from Deshengmen to Yanq- 
ing, then bus to the ancient road 
Contact: 69182717 

Celebration in ancient military camp 
When: Jan. 1-Mar. 5. 

Where: Yaoqiaoyu Folklore Village, Miyun County 
What: Live in the ancient castle; set off fireworks; 
make bean curd; decorate the local homes according to 
Ming Dynasty custom; extend Spring Festival greet- 
ings to local families door to door. 

Getting there: Bus from Dongzhimen to Miyun 
County, then bus to Yaoqiaoyu Village, Xinchengzixi- 
ang Contact: 81022928 





MEI AO LABOR SERVICE CO.LTO 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 


ttfell: Efeig: 84010926 84018543 100010 
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Chenghuang Temple Fair in Shanghai 

An important Spring Festival tradition 
Shanghai is visiting the Cheng Huang Miao 
(Temple to the Town Gods), as there is a temple 
fair there every year. Cheng Huang Miao is only 
a short distance from Yu Yuan, the Mandarin’s 
Garden. At one time every city and large town 
possessed a temple to the town gods, but few 
still stand. In the past, people gathered at Cheng 
Huang Miao, Tudi Miao (The Temple of the God 
of the Earth) and Wen Miao (the Confucian Tem- 
ple) to enjoy various Spring Festival activities. At 
Cheng Huang Miao, entrance is free to everybody 
on the first and middle days of each month. Today 
these places still attract throngs of visitors dur- 
ing Chinese New Year. 

Although Shanghai is one of China’s most 
“westernized” cities, having opened to world trade 
more than 100 years ago, most Shanghainese re- 
main passionately fond of traditional style snacks. 
These recipes have been passed down from gener- 
ation to generation, especially Yuan Xiao (sweet 
dumplings made of glutinous rice flour), eaten at 
Lantern Festival, the last day of Spring Festival. 
Eating Yuan Xiao in the countryside means pray- 
ing for a good harvest in the coming year, while 
for downtowners, it is more a nostalgic custom. 

Flower Spring Festival in Guangzhou 

Guangzhou is a city of flowers, and the annual 
Flower Fair held during Spring Festival has won 
worldwide renown. Before Spring Festival, flow- 
ers can be seen on every street and lane of the 
city, while every park and garden holds flower ex- 
hibitions, especially during the three days before 
New Year’s Eve. At this time, flowers are all in 
the full bloom and brilliant as brocade, and thou- 
sands of people come out to admire and purchase 
them. Guangzhou’s flower fair has a history of 
more than one hundred years. Peach blossom can 
be considered the “Christmas tree” in Guangzhou 
during Spring Festival and every household plac- 
es a bunch of peach flowers in front of their gate. 
People in Guangzhou also like to decorate their 
houses with kumquats and narcissus during the 
holiday. 



Lantern Festival in Fuzhou 

On Lantern Festival, lantern shows and games 
of guessing riddles written on lanterns are the 
key activities. In the old days in Fuzhou, lantern 
shows started from the ninth day of the first 
month of the lunar year and after the thirteenth 
day, lanterns could be seen hanging on every 
house. 

It’s an old custom to give newly married wom- 
en lanterns. Traditionally, newly married women 
and those who had given birth to a boy that 
year would dress in red and green, and led by 
their mother-in-law or other older women, would 
walk through the lantern shed saying auspicious 
words. 

During the lantern show period, everywhere is 
bustling with activity, especially Nanhou and Xi- 
men streets. Dragon lanterns are the most popu- 
lar of the festival lanterns in Fuzhou. 

Guessing riddles written on lanterns is also very 
popular. The riddles usually involved completing prov- 
erbs or sentences from old books, and guessing names 
of people, places, animals and plants. 

Lantern Festival remains the most popular 
traditional folk festival in Fuzhou for people to 
express their best wishes for the coming year. 

By Li Dan 




Zhuang Minority 

Spring Festival is the most relaxing 
festival of the year. However, Zhuang Minority 
students should study a new book the first 
day of the Chinese New Year. This means they 
can improve in their study next year. 

Wives would go to the river to bring fresh 
water for the festival. They would also scatter 
corn on the field for a bumper harvest next 
year. Visitors are warmly welcomed, and you 
can have dinner together and celebrate the 
coming of the Chinese New Year. 

Where :Wuming, Long’ an and 
Ningminglongzhou counties around Nanning 
city, Guangxi Province. 

Train: T5. Price: 276 - 770 yuan. 



Making up for the New Year 


Jingpo Minority 

Several days before the coming of the 
New Year, people of the Jingpo Minority 
are busy with the preparation of the 
celebration. They redecorate their houses, 
go hunting in the mountains and do some 
necessary shopping. 

The young people are very happy during 
the festival as there are all sorts of 
competitions, such as singing and shooting. It 
is also the date for young people to choose 
their lovers. The winner of the competition is 
the most popular in the community. 

Join their competition to see if you can 
rank among the Jingpo Minority. 

Where: Jingpo Autonomous County, Yunnan 
Province. 

Train: T61. Price: 320 - 890 yuan. 

Lisu Minority 

People of the Lisu Minority would spread 
the first cooked rice of the year under the fruit 
trees in their courtyard. This is the symbol of 
a bumper harvest next year. They also feed 
salt to their ox to thank them for the year’s 
hard work. 

During the Spring Festival, they hold 
a traditional poetry competition. In the 
competition, anyone can be invited to read 
poems or even sing a song. If you are 
interested, you will be welcome to participate. 
Where: Lisu Autonomous County, Yunnan 
Province. 

Train: T61. Price: 320 - 890 yuan. 
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Elunchun Minority 

On New Year’s eve, people kowtow to 
their ancestors and the elderly to show their 
respect. And they won’t sleep that night, 
which is traditionally regarded as a way of 
ensuring inspiration the next year. 

The horse race held during the festival is 
welcomed by all Elunchun people. Not only 
does the winner gain a prize, but the horse 
as well. The winner of the race should walk 
around the horse enclosure, with a birch box 
in his hands and wish the horse happy Spring 
Festival. 

The horse race is a good opportunity for 
young men to show their courage to their 
beloved. 

Where: Elunchun Autonomous county, Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region. 

Train: K43. Price: 52 - 163 yuan. 

Tibetan Minority 

Tibetans dress very beautifully for the 
festival. Even grandparents wear bright 
colors. On the first day of the festival, 
people only celebrate at home. They drink 
and eat during the whole day, so it is not 
surprising to see people drunk even in the 
afternoon. 

For the following days, people go out and 
celebrate the festival with friends. If you are 
not so good at drinking, you must be aware 
of their hospitality of inviting you to drink. 
However, it is really a good idea to get a little 
drunk during this festival. 

Tibetan folk dances are all inspired from 
nature. The music lures you to dance and you 
have no choice but to get up and join in. 
Where: Lhasa, Tibet Autonomous Region. 
Flight: SZ4112, China South West Airlines. 
Price: 2040 yuan. 



Celebrating with guests Photos by photocome.com 


Miao Minority 

Girls of the Miao Minority are very happy 
during the festival. After a year of hard 
working, they can dress in beautiful costumes 
to show off their beauty. 

They have a big gathering on the first day 
of the New Year. The gathering is always 
started with three boys, who will present a 
farming play. One acts as an ox and two 
others as farmers. This is the symbol of a 
bumper harvest the next year. 

If you like the idea of acting the part of 
a farmer (or an ox), you can give your best 
wishes to the people with your performance. 
Where: Nanning city, Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region. 

Train: T5. Price: 276 - 770yuan. 

By Wang Dandan 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

00 - 8:30, 
30 tu/^, 400 7fi/^,1000 tu/^JS 0 
68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fan and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimnning and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and eet off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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SEUING TODAY 


Valentine’s Day 




E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 


Love is Nothing to Do with Flowers 


By Simple Fish 

Women will always be happy to 
be surprised with roses sent on Feb. 
14th, for behind each bunch there 
will be a melted heart waiting. 

Every Valentine’s Day I have re- 
ceived bunches of roses, ever since 
the first year of college. From low- 
quality roses arranged on the street 
to the latest and freshest by air- 
express, to the ones you see on 
the counters of shop- 
ping malls with per- 
fumed fragrance, each 
one never lasting long 
in my memory. 

Last year’s Valen- 
tine’s Day I prepared 
some chocolates to give 
the one who would send me roses. He 
is my colleague, working in the same 
office. It seemed both of us were just 
waiting for the moment to speak out 
our love. And this day offered us the 
perfect opportunity. 

The first bunch of roses arrived at 
noon. They were from my dad, who 
thought I might feel lonely if I had 
not received any flowers during the 
day. He was right. Looking around 
the office, all the girls were holding or 
admiring floral declarations of love 
except me. Still he kept silent. 

In the afternoon I received an- 



other four bunches of roses. They 
were obviously the jokes of my male 
friends. 

He sat there quietly. Knocking off 
time drew closer and closer, and I 
could feel my heart empty and shak- 
ing. I pretended to pack up my desk, 
but he still sat there working, mo- 
tionless, it seemed to me. 

Finally, I could wait no longer. 
I held all the roses I had received 
that day and with my 
head erect, stepped out 
of the office, and out of 
his view. 

He married a gentle 
and soft girl during the 
following year. Once he 
told me that, on the Val- 
entine’s Day last year, he had finished 
drawing a very beautiful picture of a 
rose on his computer, and was wait- 
ing for the moment to send it to me. 
But, when I stood up to leave, he was 
overcome with worry and acciden- 
tally deleted the rose! A whole day’s 
effort, waiting and hope disappeared 
just in a second... 

I understand now Valentine’s Day 
is just an ordinary day, nothing to do 
with love or flowers at all. 

There were many beautiful flow- 
ers last year, and I missed the one 
that belonged to me. 
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A Single Girl’s Impression 


By Clara 

I used to have 
the impression, 
from books, movies 
and friends, that 
western people all 
had girlfriends or 
boyfriends, even 
when they were in 
primary school. I didn’t really under- 
stand that at the time. Why did they 
have to hang around in couples? Was 
it really so much fun? Having a boy- 
friend seemed more like a formality, 
a social requirement, rather than a 
need. 

Valentine’s Day appeared fake 
and vane to me. People all ate ham- 
burgers, so McDonalds appeared. 
People all hung around in couples, so 
we got Valentine’s Day. 

When I started to pay attention to 
the couples getting together around 
me. I found two things. The first was 
that, as far as I could see, most cou- 
ples didn’t match each other in ap- 
pearance. Either the boy was shorter 
than the girl, or the girl was plumper 
than the boy. Second, very pretty or 
elegant figures are often alone. 

“People pair up simply to gain a 
psychological balance,” I assured my- 
seE I grew up in a family just like 
millions of other Chinese families. 
I never heard my parents saying, “I 
love you” or any such words to each 
other. Neither have I seen them show 
excitement when being together. If 



this is the normal 
hfe, then I should 
say I seldom have 
need of words like 
“passionate”, “jolly”, 
“enthusiastic” or 
“impressive” in nor- 
mal hfe. It seems 
that my parents’ 
only common achievement and only 
common subject of conversation is 
me. 

There are lots of love stories and 
romances in books and movies. But I 
have never met one in my own fam- 
ily. The beauty I find in music can 
never appear in real hfe, and I have 
doubts about which is the real “real” 
hfe - the one I’m living day in and 
day out, or the one in music? Should 
I beheve in real hfe just because I can 
see it with my own eyes? 

I beheve I’m not the only girl 
thinking this way, but few are will- 
ing to speak out. Anyway, when Val- 
entine’s Day is coming, I still have 
expectations and wishes. When I 
see fashionable couples stick their 
lips together, I still feel sour inside. 
“A girl’s youth is like milk,” says 
one of my friends, “It can’t keep 
long!” In his opinion, by not mak- 
ing a boyfriend, I’m wasting my 
youth. But it seems that once a girl 
starts going out with a boy and se- 
riously thinking about starting a 
family, her youth is surrendered to 
the boy. Is it really worth it? 


Classic 
Love Movies 

Head into classic love stories 
to look for your ideal romance. 

The Wedding Planner 

She can turn any wedding into 
the perfect romantic event. 

Bounce 

When Buddy reveals that he once 
gave up his seat on a plane that lat- 
er crashed, the two realize that they 
have a deeper connection. 

Love and Basketball 

It is the powerful story of two 
next-door neighbors in Los Ange- 
les who grow up loving basketball 
and, eventually, each other. 
Autumn in New York 

He falls in love for the first 
time... she falls in love forever. 
What Women Want 

A Chicago advertising exec, 
Nick Marshall, gets a whole new 
outlook on life when a fluke acci- 
dent gives him the ability to read 
women’s minds. 

In the Mood for Love 

A journalist, moves into an 
apartment building occupied main- 
ly by Shanghainese at the same 
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It’s our Valentine's Day, everybody's, couples', the 
elderly's and even singles. Thus, we provide you these 
four pages and hope from the bottom of our heart that 
you will really enjoy the romantic day. 


Short Takes 

By Li Dan 

1. Till now I still remember clearly the scene of a young boy lying on the 
roof of his house, holding his favorite camera, aiming and shooting it at the 
sky. It was a movie about a love story between two high school students, 
recording their fresh and shy love, beautiful dreams and secret desires. After 
the young girl moved abroad with her family, it seemed the two had lost 
contact forever. Years later, when the now adult woman received a small 
package from far away, she burst into tears on opening it. In the package 
was nothing but pictures of the sky, reflecting different colors, sunny, cloudy, 
windy, overcast and rainy. On the back of each photo were the words, “These 
are the days I miss you dearly”... and I could imagine years ago, a young boy 
lying on the roof of his house, with his pure dream... 

2. There was a boy who loved sounds. 

He enjoyed nothing more than listening to 
and collecting all kinds of sounds of nature 
with his little recorder. He used to put the 
recorder by the railway tracks, recording 
the sound of a train from far away. Once in 
his recorder he found the sweetest laugh 
in the world, and she came into his hfe. 

“Another kind of beautiful sound appears 
in my world.” He made every effort to record the girl’s speaking voice, 
laughter and even crying, playing it again and again when alone. Ask me 
now how they are? A very sweet couple. 

3. We met online in August 2000 and fell in love in March 2001, although 
we are 2,850 kilometers apart. This Valentine’s Day he said he’s going 

to send me a thing he wears everyday, a wooden bracelet, and a video 
recording his living environment and his daily life. I was told I might cry 
when I heard the words he said to me in the video. Now, the greatest 
concern in my life is looking forward to my Valentine’s Day gift from the 
south tropical islands. 

4. He has a hobby, to watch cars’ headlights nmning on the streets 
from the flyover in the late night. “The lights coming towards me stand for 
worries, and the lights mnning far away stand for hopes,” he told himseE 
This Valentine’s Day he plans to invite her to see the night city and car 
lights together. He’d like to share it with her, to share with her a lifelong 
dream. Will she come? 





Vs Day Tips 


time as a secretary, while their 
spouses are away. . . 

The Bridges of Madison County 

The touching romance between 
a middle-aged, Italian-American 
housewife and a photographer from 
“National Geographic.” 

Chocolat 

When a single mother and her 
six-year-old daughter move to rural 
France and open a chocolate shop 
- with Sunday hours - across the 
street from the local church, they 
are met with some skepticism. 


By Li Dan 

Staying at Home - Choose some latest or classic music CDs, 
movies or novels, brew some tea or coffee, and let the day pass 
quickly, before you know it, but absolutely joyously. 

Parties are always great - Gather some old friends who are still 
“alone” to have a great party. We don’t have a lover, but we have 
friendship, which also warms our hearts. 

Hanging out - Head into the cinema and see a touching and sad 
story. Stepping out of cinema, the air is so fresh and encouraging, and 
you know you have never had such a bright and cheerful mood. 

Online Chatting - You might choose to connect yourself to the 
Internet during the day. Who knows, your life might be changed? 

Climbing mountains - On top of a mountain you’ll get the 
freshest air and do some personal thinking about your life. Encourage 
yourself by vowing to yourself that you can lead a better life. 

Swimming - You might love the feeling your skin being caressed 
by the warm water. Take a deep breath and show off your swimming 
skill. You’ll find your self-value after raising your head out the water. 

Shopping - Buy something that you have been coveting for a 
long time. 

A Broad Sense of Valentine’s Day 

Today, Valentine messages of love are sent to almost everyone 
or anyone a person cares to reveal their feelings to. Valentine 
cards are sent to husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, sons, daugh- 
ters, relatives, and even special or casual friends, in addition to 
the truly “beloved sweetheart” or to the secretly, “admired” one. 
Thus, if you don’t have a lover, show love to those people you care 
most about and thank them for their care for you. You will also 
have a wonderful Valentine’s Day. 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACE(r^rtW) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

Business training and cooperation 

International transport 

Technique and culture communication 

♦ H 

International investigation and financing 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
Office equipment 


AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 




AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


BUSINESS AGENT 


BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

itth it* rfrWttlE n Jsdbirj 2 - 
6 j|| 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 



CONSULTING 

Let us help you to extend you visa 
or change visa status 

Tel:65674187 

Mobile: 13001039008 13910101133 
(San Ze synthesize Trading) 


Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel: 13701378266 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m±: 1 7 107-109 M 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $157107-57109 88371521 ff*:68342761 IMHArMIffi 
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BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company ** 


A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 
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★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
\ ★ Buying Representative 

3 Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

S TEL:88552081 

| FAX:88552079 

£ MOBILE: 13601226884 

1 E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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Konica 7045 


DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


l 


*JtEp/LTUi!Mt:45 

*600 X 600dpi 

*mn 

ET Air m 04 m : 3.9 ^ 

90 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUTrLess than 90 Seconds 

> 32IMB Standard Memory E-RDH 


BEIJING ZH0NG0ING KONICA PRODUCTS AGENT C0..LTD 


Tel: 63465432 63464797 MP:13901151799 i%\^Uh 63448206 Post:100054 

Add : Room 3A407,Pengrun Jiayuan(l^|i]^![l),Cailiuying Cloverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 
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Valentine’s Day 

or Couples 


SEUING TODAY 


E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 


For those who want to 
make this Valentine’s Day 
one to remember. 


By Jiao Pei / Wang Dandan 

Jack in the early morning 

Roses 

Jack wants to buy a special 
rose for the real Rose. The new 
type of Blue Times shows the soft 
color of light purple. It’s almost the 
most fragrant rose in the market. 
Roses dusted with golden powder 
are completely gold in color. And 
the Black Rose is very popular this 
year. It is not totally black, just 
like a red rose covered with a thin 
black gauze. 

Where to buy: 

Huixinjili Flower Garden, 47 
Laitai Flower Street, 9 Maizidian 
Xilu, Chaoyang District, 84541071. 
Jintaihua Flower Shop, 39 Laitai 
Flower Street, 64635588-2816. We- 
nyu Lingzhu Flower Shop, 25 
Laitai Flower Street. 

Beijing Flower Exchange Cen- 
ter: 8 Beilu, east Third Ring Road. 
Tel: 65042443 64653591 

Ordering online is also pos- 
sible: www.Chinaflowercenter.com, 
84634451. 

Jack at 10am-12am 

Selecting a Valentine’s Pres- 
ent 

Exchanging presents is essen- 
tial for improving lovers’ relation- 
ships! But what kind of present 
to give this year? Jack has many 
ideas in his mind. Which one is the 
best? 

Diamonds 

Diamond, the 
strongest stone in 
the world, symbolic 
of everlasting love. 

Jack thinks 

diamonds are con- 
nected with the stars 
in those magazines, 
and if lovers make a vow when giv- 
ing the diamond, it seems so ro- 
mantic! 

Forever Diamond - Happy Wish- 
es, 305# Tower C, 1 Xiwujie, Sanli- 
tun, Chaoyang District, 84514480. 
Website: www.forever-club.com 

Hengxin Diamond Palace - Lov- 
ers Picking Stars Night. 

The two diamonds are branded 
Forever Diamond. 

One is 7999 yuan. 

The other is 9999 


yuan. 

Enter the lucky 
draw (to be drawn 
on February 14 of 
course!) 

Add: AA29, Oriental Plaza, 
Wangfujing, Dongcheng District. 

Tel: 65229551. 

Horse Design Jewelry & Toys 

The year of the horse is com- 
ing, and horse always means ener- 
getic and successful future. Maybe 
Jack should give Rose an elegant 
piece of jewelry or clothing fea- 
turing a horse. There are many 
such designs avail- 
able this year. 

Cotton-cloth horse, . s# - 

Citron Pavilion, B- 
28B, - 1 F Kerry Cen- 
ter, 1 Guanghualu, 

85299497. 










Leather horse decoration, Liu 
Zaiping Leather Shop, NB112, 
World Trade Center Shopping Mall, 
1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
13611252929. 

Horse cotton hangings, So- 
phies’s Dining Room, 1 Nongzhan- 
guan Nanlu, south of the west gate 
of Chaoyang Park, 65066386. 

Horse paper-cuts, Tianyu Mar- 
ket, northeast of Tuanjiehu Luk- 
ou. 

Horse head ornaments, Italian, 
Sogo, Xuanwumen. 

Horse pattern carpets, wooden 
horse ornaments, Ikea Home Fur- 
nishings, Madian. 

Perfume - The Fragrance of Love 

Perfume always arouses sweet 
feelings between lovers. Different 
perfumes create dif- 
ferent moods. Hugo 
Deep Red and Hugo 
Dark Blue are two 
kinds for men and 
women. According 
to the advertising, 

Dark Blue, for men, 
turns day to night. 

Deep Red is for 
women who are wit- 
ty, outspoken and 
feel free to express 
their passions. 

Hugo and Little 
Black Dress are se- 
lective brands. 


String of Pearls 
The most popu- 
lar personal adorn- 
ment in the coming 
spring. Soft-colored 
pearls, whether 
worn around the 
neck, wrist, or 
waist, will certainly 
add brilliance to a 
beautiful woman. 

Jiayi Clothes 
Plaza, opposite 
Kunlun Hotel, Li- 


angmahe. 

Special Candle 

Different col- 
ored candles show 
different moods. 

Pacific Century 
Place, west of Zhao- 
long Hotel, 

Gongtibeilu, Cha- 
oyang District. 


Ferrero Rocher chocolates can 
be found in almost every super- 
market. 

A newly opened chocolate shop, 
Valentino, - IF, Oriental Plaza. 

Cadbury chocolate with coffee 
or hazelnut center. 

Valentine’s Day Cake, Kiss’n 
Bake, -IF Oriental Plaza, 
13911317246. 

Jack and Rose at 2pm 




Rose 

12am 


at 10am- 
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Selecting a Valentine’s Pres- 
ent 

Something Matching for Lovers 

Rose is not good at selecting 
presents for men. This time, she 
believes a lovers’ 
pair of necklaces 
or watches could 
make a suitable 
gift. Wearing a 
matching necklace 
or watch, Rose 
would feel a con- 
nection with Jack, even though 
they were apart. 

Pirate Boat, Oriental Plaza, 
Xin Dong An Market, around 100 
yuan. 

Chocolate Special 

Ferrero Rocher chocolate: at 
the heart of a Ferrero Rocher is 
a whole roasted ha- 
zelnut and creamy 
chocolate filling in- 
side a light crispy 
wafer wrapped in 
milk chocolate and 
chocolate hazelnut. 



Walking Outside 

The warm winter this year offers 
many opportunities for lovers to en- 
joy some outside activities. There are 
many spots in Beijing suitable for a 
romantic meeting. 

One such place is Shishahai (Hou- 
hai). Prince Gong’s mansion, the res- 
idence of Song Qingling, the Xu 
Beihong Museum, as well as many 
small bars hidden among the com- 
mon houses. 

The Residence of Prince Gong: 
There is an exhibition of folk toys 
here till February 26. Open 6:30pm- 
9:30pm, 66116051. 

Residence of Song Qingling 

Bars: Buddha Bar, Yingdingqiao, 
facing Kaorouji, Xicheng District, 
noon-late, 66179488. 



The Left Bank, Shishahai, 11 
Qianhaibeiyan, northwest side of 
Qianhai, 3:30pm-2am. 

No Name Bar, 3 Qianhaidongyan, 
next to Kaorouji Restaurant, noon- 
late, 64018541. 

Jack and Rose also like to walk 
along the city moat of the Forbid- 
den City. 

Department Stores and 
Teahouses or Cafes 

Sogo is a popular shopping spot 
for girls. Many middle-level brands 
are gathered here, and Xianzong- 
lin Teahouse is just 100 meters to 
the north. 

Pacific Century Place and Duobo 
Cafe, 6 Gontixilu, south of the west 
gate of Gongti, 65521428. 

Wangfujing and Donghuamen 
Snacks Street. 

Sports-fitness in, Chocolate 
out 

New ideas are also important. 
Maybe walking along the streets or 
killing time in teahouses hasn’t any 
freshness. So doing some exercise is 
also a good idea. 

Jack decides to bungee jump at 
the Olympic Center, then swim for 
an hour. After that, they will have 
dinner at a Japanese restaurant. 

Beijing Olympic Center: 

Add: Beisihuan Zhonglu, Anding- 
menwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 

Tel: 64912233. 

Evolution Fitness Center, Feb. 
“Lover’s Month”, any couple can join 
up without paying the usual joining 
fee. Adria restaurant coupon includ- 
ed. 65070266. 

Chatting in Tea House 

Shopping is also good for lovers. 
Holding hands and walking among 
the flowing crowds, such an expe- 
rience may make lovers realize the 
importance of each other in a myr- 
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iad of people. Jack and Rose might 
pause at a teahouse nearby. 
Kezhongzuo Tea House 
It mixes the western and eastern 
factors. IF, Guanghua Xinju, Guang- 
hua Donglu, 65830451. 



Shirang Tea House 

A cosy, romantic house, which is 
fashionable and has a feeling of cul- 
ture. A2, Qijiahuozi, Haidian Dis- 
trict, 62042330. 

Shuidanqing Tea House (Water 
Red & Blue) 

A quiet place for lovers, north 
of the east gate of Jiangshan Park, 
Jingshan Dongjie. 


Photo by East / Chen Shuyi / Qu Liyan Photo Provided by Ray / Forever Diamond 


Valentine’s Day 


DIY For 

By Wang Dandan 

Rose and Jack finally decided 
to cook dinner themselves. Jack 
will cook and Rose will wash 
the dishes. The most important 
thing they must not forget to buy 
is a candle! Under the flickering 
candle light, with soft 
music, two smiling 
faces gaze at one an- 
other and two hearts 
meet. 

Yunnan Rice 
Noodles, warm 
love kept forever. 

Long ago, a man 
studied in a solitary 
place in the mountain, in order to 
be away from the city noise. His 
wife, who brought him meals ev- 
ery day, came up with a wonder- 


ful dish that would keep warm as 
she carried it to him. She boiled 
hot chicken soup and poured it 
over the rice noodles, the film of 
oil from the soup prevented the 
heat from escaping, keeping the 
noodles beneath warm. 

Put ham in the soup 
and pour it over the rice 
noodle. Bring the noodle 
to your lover, and the old 
story plays over again. 
Toffee Apples 
This comes from the 
north-east of China. Fry 
the apples and dip them 
into a hot sugar syrup. A 
long sugar thread will come out, 
and you will have to stand on your 
chair to stretch it till it breaks. Dip 
the toffee-coated apple into cold 


water for second then put it in 
your mouth! It is cold outside and 
hot inside. Doesn’t it taste like the 
love? Even love needs to put into 
cold water sometimes! 

Chongqing Hotpot: Hotpot is 
very hot, but none are hotter 
than this one. 

Even in summer time, 
Chongqing people like to 
eat this hotpot. The red 
soup, which is as red as 
the sun, scares most peo- 
ple from other cities. Af- 
ter eating this hot pot, 
will your taste buds ever 
work again? 

Chocolate DIY 
White Chocolate Mousse 
Cake 

4 cups chocolate cookie 


crumbs, 1 teaspoon ground cin- 
namon, 1/2 cup butter, melted, 
1510 grams white chocolate, 16 
egg yolks, 1 cup butter, softened, 
4 cups heavy whipping cream, 2 
cups white chocolate chips 

Preheat oven to 175 C. In 
a large bowl, mix 
cookie crumbs, cin- 
namon, and melted 
butter. Press into 
bottom and 1 cm 
up sides of 30 cm 
spring form pan. 
Bake for 5 to 7 min- 
utes or until firm. 
Chop the white 
chocolate and place it in the 
top of a double boiler over hot wa- 
ter, stirring frequently. Remove 
from heat and mix in the egg 


yolks. Beat mixture until light 
and fluffy. Beat in the softened 
butter. In a large bowl, whip the 
cream until stiff, and fold into the 
white chocolate mixture. Fold in 
the white chocolate chips. Pour 
into baked crust and chill for 4 
hours. 

Death by Chocolate 

1 package German 
chocolate cake mix, 1 
package instant choc- 
olate pudding mix, 1 
2/3 cups milk, 3/4 cup 
strong brewed coffee, 

340 grams frozen 
whipped topping, 
thawed, 6 bars chocolate covered 
toffee bars, frozen and crushed. 

Bake cake, according to pack- 
age directions. Cool and crum- 


ble. Make pudding, according to 
package directions, with milk. 

In a large trifle or other 
glass serving bowl, place half 
of the crumbled cake. Pour half 
of the coffee over the cake, spread 
half the pudding over that, 
and top with half 
the whipped topping 
sprinkled with half 
the crumbled candy 
bars. Repeat layers. 
Refrigerate until 
serving. 

Arrange flowers 
in a vase. It can ful- 
ly show people’s own 
creative power. The materials 
can be bought at 25, Laitai 
Flower Street, Maizidian Xilu, 
13901169483. 
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By Jiao Pei / Wang Dandan 

Jack and Rose at 6:00pm 

Dinner at some special res- 
taurant 

Rose is not so keen on big res- 
taurants filled with people. She 
prefers to go to a smaller one. She 
thinks, if they want to experience 
fashionable atmosphere, a western 
restaurant is a good idea. The Rain 
Forest, BB88, IF Oriental Plaza, 
Chang’anjie, Dongcheng District, 
llam-llpm, 85186851. Hefengxu- 
an, located near the north gate 
of Beihai Park, is one of her fa- 
vorites. Hefengxuan serves dishes 
from the southern part of China. 
The taste is a little sweet, but very 
delicate, just like the love between 
the two. Waitresses there always 
speak in a soft tone. 

Price: about 50 yuan per per- 
son. 

Add: Di’anmen, 20 Ping’an Da- 
jie. 

Open: 11:00 am - 22:00 pm. 

Tel: 64056957 

Another favorite restaurant of 
Rose’s is “Just for You Two”, one of 
the smallest restaurants in Beijing. 



It has only one dinner table, and 
serves French cuisine. Wine-col- 
ored walls, cream sofa chairs, dim 
lights and soft music... so romantic, 
so French! 

Here customers can design the 
ambience for their special dinner 
themselves, by | 
choosing the table- 
cloth, candlesticks, | 
even the back- 
ground music. 

Price: tradition- 
al baked snails - 1 
65 yuan, goose liv- 
er pate - 60 yuan, j 
set menu 180-280 1 
yuan (15% service ! 
charge). There is 
also a 35 % discount | 
for students. 

Add:49Xisidong | 
dajie, Xicheng Dis- 
trict, bus 101, 103, 850 or 814 to 
Xisi, 50 meters east of Shengli Cin- 
ema (), north side of the street. 

Tel: 66174200. Bookings essen- 
tial. 

Jack has different ideas. He 
likes vegetarian food and he wants 
to go to Tanzhesi Temple, where 
smoking, alco- 
hol, meat and 
even eggs are 
strictly for- 
bidden This ! 
place claims to 
be the purest 
and cleanest of 
all Beijing’s veg- 
etarian restau- 
rants. The food 





is delicious and it boasts beautiful 
scenery. 

How to get there: bus 931 from 
Pingguoyuan Subway Station or 
minibus to Tanzhesi Temple. 

Entrance: 20 yuan 

Price: about 70 yuan per per- 
son. 

Tel: 69853974j$60862244. 

Rose wouldn’t mind going there 
if one of them had a car. But if Jack 
wants vegetarian food, he will have 
to find somewhere in the city. 

Green Tianshi (vegetarian res- 
taurant) 

Location: 57 Dengshikou Dajie, 
Dongcheng District (opposite Tian- 
lun Dynasty Hotel). 

Tel: 65242476 

Gongdelin Restaurant, another 
vegetarian restaurant, 67010807 


Hotel Din- 
ing 

Manhattan 
Grill, lovers’ set 
dinner, State 
Guest Hotel, 

68005588. Val- 
entine’s Day 
Celebration, 
roses, wine, k 
candlelight and ™ 
sumptuous buffet in a romantic 
atmosphere. Lovers’ buffet: 208 
yuan per person. Shangri-La Ho- 
tel Beijing, Coffee Garden, Feb. 14, 
68412211. 

Jack and Rose at 7:00pm. 

After Dinner Activities 

For somewhere with a plain and 
simple atmosphere, where to lov- 
ers can snuggle up and watch a 
movie, Sculpting In Time is a good 
choice. 

Or perhaps to appreciate beau- 
tiful music, Jack and Rose can go 
to a concert. 


Sculpting In Time 
Add: south gate of Ligong Dax- 
ue, 7 Baishiqiaolu, Haidian Dis- 
trict. 

Open: 8am-3pm. 

Average price: 30-50 yuan. 

Tel: 68946825. 




6am. 

Admission: 80-200 yuan. 

Tel: 88545731, 88545501. 

Rhythm of The Dance 

Irish dance performance, Tian- 
qiao Theater, Feb. 14, 7:15pm, 
120-680 yuan, 65903399, 
65903737. 

Jack and Rose at 9:30pm 

Bars 

It must be bustling with noise 
and excitement in bars at this mo- 
ment. 

The most mysterious bar in 
Beijing - Fei Hua Lang 

Go north along the Sanlitun 
North Bar Street, turn left at the 
Italian Restaurant, go 20 meters 
people will see a board read Cross 
bar, then still need to turn three 
corners, a door closed tightly with- 
out any board. 


For the Valentine’s Day 

Space for Imagination Coffee 
House, 5 Xiwangzhuang, Haidian 
District, Feb. 14, 3pm, reservation 
tel, 62791280. 

Eden Candlelight Evening Din- 
ner Concert 

Violinist Sheng Zhongguo, pia- 
nist Huang Yameng. 

Where: Century Theater, Feb. 
14, 7:30pm, 180-580 yuan, 

64660032. 

Rose Date - Comprehensive Eve- 
ning Party 

Three parts, 10:30pm-12:30am, 
Chinese Love Songs Chorus Con- 
cert, lam-2:30am, Romantic Lov- 
ers Night Dance Party, with live 
band, 2:30am-6am, two movies, 
Wedding Singer & Shrek. 

Where: National Library Con- 
cert Hall, 33 Zhonguancun Nanda- 
jie, Haidian District. 

When: Feb. 14, lOam-Feb. 15, 



The coolest bar - The Loft 

The decor features metallic lines 
and large glass windows. A popu- 
lar spot for culture vultures, often 
the scene of art happenings. 

4 Gontibeilu, in the alley west of 
Pacific Century Place. 65017501. 

The Lowest-key bar - Club 
Vogue 

It is not bar really, but a club 
to dance to Techno & House mu- 
sic. Simple appearance and an al- 
ways closed door give it a slightly 
mysterious air. 100 meters north of 
City Hotel, with “88” on the front. 
64165316. 

The most proud bar - No 
Name Bar 


The patrons must receive the 
owner’s critic eye. If you are con- 
sidered as a vulgar, you cannot 
get service there. 3 Qianhaidong- 
yan, next to Kaorouji Restaurant, 
Xicheng District, 64018541. 

The most colorful bar - The 
String Hobby Bar 

The original Auto Parts Street, 
Sanlitun Nanjie, opposite the San- 
litun North Bar Street, south of 
the Gold Barn. 

The most inciting bar - Li Zheng 
Bar 

The bar owner Li Zheng has en- 
gaged in music in Beijing for ten 
years. He released his album the 
year before last year. 

54 Baishiqiaolu, opposite the 
National Library. 

The most easy bar - Neo 
Lounge 

It offers the easiest space for 
chatting or just sitting. Patrons are 
fashionable but friendly! 99 Xing- 
fucun Zhonglu, go north from Club 
Vogue, turn west at the first inter- 
section, Neo Lounge is on the left. 
DJ Mark Yu Fei.64161077. 

The most crowded bar - May 
Flower Bar 

2 Donglingelu, Fuxingmennei 
Dajie, Xicheng District, opposite 
the Minzu Hotel, bus 15, 10 to 
Minzu Fandian. 5pm-2:30am, 
66088122. 

The most cultural bar - 
Sculpting In Time 

Students and lecturers from the 
nearby universities like to go there 
to read books or watch movies. 



South gate of Beijing Ligong Dax- 
ue, 68946825. 

The cheapest bar - Rain- 
bow’s Time 

In fact it is a small shop, which 
specializes in alcohol and coffee. In 
summer time, many expats gather 
around the door to chat. 

Opposite Durty Nellie’s, Sanli- 
tun South Bar Street, lpm-3am, 
65915811. 



Valentine’s Day suggestions for lovers on a budget 


By Jiao Pei 

A college boy wants to give his 
girlfriend a surprise on Valen- 
tine’s Day, which coincidentally, 
is also the girl’s birthday. 

When he arrives down- 
stairs, he phones her 
and asks her to come 
out. He goes into the 
dark alley, holding a 
small birthday cake with 
a candle in it. When the 
girl rushes towards him, he 
strikes a match and lights the 
candle. The girl blows it out and 
all is dark around them. Sudden- 
ly, the boy strikes another match, 
but he just sees two lines of tears 
on the girl’s face. This act cost 
little money but the result is so 
effective. So how you spend Val- 
entine’s Day needn’t cost much, 
but must be meaningful and 
carefully thought out. If you plan 
with care, your idea must be the 


best one for your boyfriend or 
girlfriend. 

1. Collect the ticket stubs 
of all the movies you have been 
to with your lover, and 
make a special Val- 
entine’s Day card. 

2. Take a digital 
TV camera and film 
a few minutes of the 
two of you together. 
Years later, it might be 
the sweetest thing to sit on 
a sofa and watch it together. 

3. Roses are the Valen- 
tine’s day standard, but many 
less expensive species say “I love 
you” just as effectively. Check out 
Laitai Flower Street and Xiangji- 
an Garden Art Chain Store. 

4. Sketch a picture of your 
lover, sign it and have it framed. 
Don’t let the fact that you are 
no Renoir deter you. If it is 
really bad, tell her/him it is 




neo-abstract-impressionism. 

5. Write down on a hand 
made card all the words you 
want to whisper to your lover but 
are to shy to say. 

6. Practice sing- 
ing a song or re- 
citing a love poem 
and surprise your 
lover with an 
“impromptu” per- 
formance. Remem- 
ber to bow/courtesy, 
blow a kiss and 
mouth the words “I 
love you” when you 
finish. 

7. The most worthwhile thing 
to do 

Take a digital TV camera and 
film a few minutes of the two of 
you together. Years later, it might 
be the sweetest thing to sit on a 
sofa and watch it together. 

8. Do some more meaningful 


things. 

Donate the money you saved 
from abstaining on Valentine’s 
Day to the Hope Project. 

Plant some 

trees and build a 
green wall for 
Beijing. Bring 

green hopes to the 
next generation 
and let your love 
benefit them. 

9. Writing let- 
ters 

A written let- 
ter, instead of a 
typed one, serves 
as a bridge to connect the be- 
loved. On thinking of it, Rose 
takes out a pen, a bottle of ink, 
with a layer of dust on the top, 
and a piece of paper. No need to 
worry about computer crashes or 
the network going down. 


A must for Lovers - Movie 

By Jiao Pei 

1. Married couples of many years: Sleepless In Seattle, You’ve 
Got Mail, Fiddler on the Roof. 

2. Couples married for around seven years: Fatal Attraction, 
Disclosure, A Perfect Murder, War of the Roses. 

3. Newly weds: When Harry Met Sally, The Story of Us, Next 
Stop Wonderland. 

4. Singles: The Wedding Singer, Bachelor, Never Been Kissed, 

Man on the Moon. 

5. Couples with “different” 
tastes: Maurice, Gods and Mon- 
sters, Une Affaire Degout, 

6. Lovers in general: Pretty 
Woman, Notting Hill, The Run- 
away Bride, My Best Friend’s 
Wedding. 

7. Lovers with a difference: 
The Blue Lagoon, Lorita, 

8. Youngsters, Xin Dong. 

9. Couples about to separate: 
American Beauty, Artificial In- 
telligence, Sleepy Hollow. 

10. Nostalgic lovers: Titanic, 
Meet Joe Black, Always, Som- 
mersby. 






FEBRUARY 8, 2002 


EDITOR: JIAN RONG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 



IIIIING TODAY 

E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 


Valentine’s gifts 




A Chairman Mao badge might be a cool 
Valentine’s gift for your loved one, if he 
or she has a penchant for that kind of 
fashion accessory. You can find these and 
many other Cultural Revolution relics at 
places like Liulichang and Panjiayuan mar- 
ket. Often these relics are highly priced 
fakes, always try to at least halve the 
first offered price. Following are some 
more suggestions for Valentine’s Day gifts 
for those past the first blush of youth! 
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Laotouxie 
(Shoes for Seniors) 


By Jiang Zhong 

Laotouxie are shoes made wholly 
of homespun cloth. They are also 
known as Qiancengdi (Multi-layer 
Sole), because the sole of the shoes 
are made of many layers of cloth. 
Neiliansheng Shoe Store 
j£) at Dashila is one of the 

largest and oldest shoe stores in 
Beijing, and has provided footwear 
for such luminaries as Chairman 
Mao Zedong, Premier Zhou Enlai 
and Deng Xiaoping. 

Where: 34 Dashilajie, (just south 
of Qianmen, Xuanwu District) 

Tel: 63013045 



Jade bracelet 

By Jiang Zhong 

Jade bracelets, symbolizing the 
eternity of love, are very popular 
with older Chinese women. Beijing 
Jade Workshop ) offers a 

complete line of jade ware. You can 
order a custom made bracelet or buy 
one directly from their shop. 

Where: 11, Guangminglu OfeBfl 
S§), Chongwen District (^XlX) 

Tel: 67149134 

Seals 

By Jiang Zhong 

Seal carving is a tra- 
ditional craft that has 
developed along with the 
evolution of Chinese 
painting. Various materi- 
als, including stone, jade, 
bone and metal can be 
used in the production of 
seals. 

Beijing Wenzhengyi 
(XlEX) Seal Carving 
Service now offers carv- 
ing in foreign languag- 
es. You can have your 
partner’s name carved 
on a seal as a special 
memento. 

Where: 1, Xinzhongjie 
Santiao (ff^^jH^), 
Dongcheng District 
Tel: 64159168 
You can also order a 
seal through their web- 
site: www.bjwzy.com 

J 



Wang Shangyi , 60, 

husband , former leader 
of Beijing Judo Team 
Jia Yunli, 57, wife, for- 
mer chairwoman of the 
Beijing Sports Commit- 
tee Labor Union 



The couple with their granddaughter 
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A special Valentine’s gift 


By Jiang Zhong 

Wang Shangyi celebrat- 
ed his retirement on Jan- 
uary 29, 2002. His wife 
Jia Yunli ended her speech 
at the ceremony marking 
the occasion with the hope 
that their love would last 
forever. The couple spoke 
to Beijing Today after the 
ceremony. 

Romance began in a 
special period of China 

Wang was recruited by 
the Beijing Men’s Volley- 
ball Team in 1960. He says 
that although the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Rev- 
olution, that began a few 
years later, brought him 
some bad luck, it also 
brought him another half 
of his life - his wife. 

When Wang first joined 
the Beijing Men’s Vol- 
leyball team, contact be- 
tween male and female 
athletes was strictly for- 
bidden. However when the 
Cultural Revolution broke 
out in mid 1960s, athletes, 
including Wang and Jia, 
were freed of this oppres- 
sive regulation. 

Wang first saw Jia at 
the sports ground on a cold 
winter afternoon in 1968, 
when he and his compan- 
ions were passing the time 
by strolling around the 
training camp. 

Wang seemed lost in 
contemplation when re- 
calling his feelings of his 
first sight of that young 
girl. “She was running like 
a deer”, he said, “So swift- 
ly and proudly”. The wind 
seemed not so cold any 
more, and Wang only 
wanted to attract her at- 
tention. Being shy howev- 
er, he held his tongue. 

He confined himself to 
the dormitory, however his 
heart had flown to the at- 
tractive girl. Finally an 
idea that he still consid- 
ers very smart, even today, 
rose in his heart. 

A special gift on Valen- 
tine’s Day 

Wang learnt about Val- 
entine’s Day from a Japa- 



nese volleyball player who once played 
in friendly tournament in China. He decided to 
give Jia a special gift, a self-made badge of the 
likeness of Chairman Mao Zedong, on the day. 
That was a very clever idea, he said with a mis- 
chievous expression. 

Wang was very skilled at this particular craft. 
He could make three such badges in one hour. 
Without delay, he first found some pictorial maga- 
zines (all such magazines of that period carried 
numerous portraits of Chairman Mao). He cut 
several small portraits out, then rushed to a fac- 
tory nearby, where he knew he could find many 
round glass tailings. 

He put the picture of Chairman Mao between 
two pieces of glass, and fixed them together with 
the hot-press. He made ten badges and presented 
them to Jia that Valentine’s Day. Besides Chair- 
man Mao’s likeness, he also included stage photos 
of some famous Chinese operas like The Red Lan- 
tern and the White- Haired Girl. 

Jia accepted his gift and also his heart. 
The following year, they made no less than 
two hundred such badges. Jia collected various 
beautiful pictures including stage photos from 
Soviet Union movies, landscapes and calligra- 
phy works, and Wang made badges with the 
materials she found. 

The special gift would come back this Valen- 
tine’s Day 

Since they were married in early 1970, Wang 
has made no more such badges. However, the two 
have not stopped celebrating Valentine’s Day, and 
every February 14, they bicycle out of town for a 
picnic. Wang had decided that he would present a 
badge to his wife once more this Valentine’s Day, 
however the picture should be the photograph of 
the whole family, including their newborn grand- 
daughter. 


1974 


1969, at Xiannong- 
tan, after a heavy 
snow 


1971, with their 
daughter, before 
their home 


Valentine’s Stories 


Drive to Valentine’s Day 


By Jiang Zhong 

A large China map hangs from the ceiling of Wang Tingyu 
and Tong Fan’s home. On the map, five bold red lines radi- 
ating out from Beijing indicate all the places the happy cou- 
ple have visited in their minivan. In three years, the couple’s 
journeys have covered 21 provinces. 

Wang says that he had dreamt of traveling around China 
with his wife for a long time. In 1997 his son gave him an 
old van, or “miandi” as they are known to Beijingers. Wang 
didn’t know how to drive then, so he registered with a driv- 
ing school. The next autumn, after half a year’s practice, he 
and his wife began their first car tour to Chengde in Hebei 
Province, without informing their children. 

Each time they return to Beijing, they tell their children only 
the interesting experiences, but omit the difficulties encountered 
en route. Tong says that the minivan has become their second 
home. Their adventures can be compared to their life experience; 
though hard, they can always find pleasure in it. 

To celebrate Valentine’s Day this time, they will drive all 
the way to Hainan Province, in southern China. Wang said, 
“For us every day is a Valentine’s celebration, because we are 
always together in the small world, that is most important.” 


Clone me for you 

By Jiang Zhong 

He Lancheng, a retired mineworker, was di- 
agnosed with severe nephritis a year ago. Since 
then his wife has escorted him to a clinic for 
treatment every two days. The regular treat- 
ment costs around three thousand yuan per 
month. 

His wife is tireless in her efforts to stop him 
dwelling too much on the negative effects of his 
illness. She sometimes invites her husband’s for- 
mer colleagues to play chess with him. Their 
children also come to visit at least once a week. 

Their grandson gave the couple a sugges- 
tion to have their hands “cloned” (actually a 
kind of plaster cast) to celebrate Spring Fes- 
tival some days ago. He Lancheng didn’t con- 
sider it a good idea, but when the reporter told 
him about Valentine’s Day, he decided to take 
up the suggestion. “But I’d like to have my face 
“cloned” for my wife. In the face no one can 
read the expression of desperation and weak- 
ness,” he added. 


Pine trees stand for 
the eternity of love 



Silver travel for 
Valentine’s Day 

By Jiang Zhong 

Zhang Rongqin, a retired re- 
porter, now runs a bicycle shop 
in Chaoyang District. When asked 
about his plans for Valentine’s Day, 
he didn’t answer directly but sug- 
gested some places around Beijing 
where older lovers might like to 
take a romantic stroll. These ar- 
eas have long been popular spots 
for courting, especially before the 
1950s. This Valentine’s Day in 
Beijing, you and your loved one 
could plan a romantic outing to 
one of them. 

Wenjin (X/t) Street 

Wenjin Street, the street that 
runs along the rear of the Forbidden 
City, is often said to be the most 
beautiful in Beijing. Running from 
the National Art Gallery to Xi’anmen 
Street, it is the site of many impor- 
tant historical relics, such as the Red 
Tower of Peking University, the two 
northern towers of the Forbidden 
City and the White Stupa at Beihai 
Park. Walking along this street you 
can surely breathe in the scent of the 
imperial life. 
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Shishahai (if MM) 

Shishahai Lake, to the north 
of Beihai Park, was once an im- 
portant scenic spot in the old im- 
perial city. The Drum and Bell 
Towers, Prince Gong’s Mansion 
and the old residences of VIPs 
are all located in this vicinity. 
During Spring Festival, a temple 
fair will be held here, offering a 
taste of the life of old Beijing. 
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Chengxian (fiScK) Street 

Chengxian Street is one of the 
best-preserved ancient streets in 
Beijing. It is renowned for the stone 
archways, the Confucius Temple, 
the Imperial College and the Lama 
Temple. 

The Imperial College was the 
most important college during 
the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynas- 
ties. It is now a branch of the 
Capital Library. 

The Confucius Temple was con- 
structed to honor China’s most 
renowned educator. The grand com- 
plexes of the temple are all intact. 

Opposite the eastern end of 
the street stands Beijing’s big- 
gest Tibetan Buddhism temple, 
the Yonghegong, or Lama tem- 
ple, featuring examples of Han, 
Manchu and Tibetan style archi- 
tecture. During spring festival, 
special Buddhist religious cere- 
monies will be held here. 

You can walk or bicycle through 
any of these areas. If want to rent 
a bicycle, you can contact Zhang 
at 65070541, he will be pleased 
to assist. 


By Jiang Zhong 

Like other Chinese men of sixty or 
more, pine tree drawing enthusiast 
Jiang Changhang seldom mentions 
the word “love” to his wife. He also 
didn’t know about Valentine’s Day 
before the reporter asked him about 
his plan for the coming festival. 

He sat silently for few seconds 
before giving his answer. Jiang has 
been drawing pine trees for nearly 
forty years, and has visited most of 
the famous mountains in China in 
search of subjects. 

“Maybe I should give her my 
drawing collection,” he said. 

His wife always complains that 
he spends too much time away 
from home while she is burdened 
with all the housework. Jiang says 
she has the right to see what he 
has been doing during these years. 
He plans to pick out the best of 
his works and present them to his 
wife. 





